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Strike puts 
Splendid in 
RN annals 


HMS Splendid has 
made her mark on 
Royal Naval history 
once again by 
becoming the first 
British vessel to 
make a strike with 
Tomahawk cruise 
missiles. 

The nuclear subma¬ 
rine ( pictured) - which 
just a few months ago 
carried out Britain's 
first practice, live firing 
of Tomahawk - joined 
NATO's bombardment 
of Milosevic at the outset of the campaign. 

As Navy News went to press, the boat was 
remaining on station, replenished with more 
cruise missiles at. says the Ministry of Defence, 
“a NATO base . As is usual with submarine 
operations, there is very little information about 
Splendid's activities that MOD is willing to con¬ 
firm, including the number of missiles fired and 
press reports that she re-armed in Sicily. 

■ Award for Tomahawk team - page 17. 



Our reporter is on board Invincible as . ■ ■ 

SEA HARRKRS 

JOIN M BATT1E 





• Armed with AMRAAM missiles , Sea Harrier 
FA2s launch from HMS Invincible for their 
first combat mission in the Balkans conflict. 


SEA HARRIERS from HMS Invincible 
launched one of their most hazardous mis¬ 
sions since the Falklands War as they took 
off on their first sorties over the Balkans, 
writes Dominic Blake . 


Armed with deadly 
AMRAAM and Sidewinder 
missiles, pilots from 8(H) 
Squadron have been 
patrolling the skies in 
search of Yugoslavia’s 
Russian-built MiG fighters 
and low-level aircraft 
attacking Kosovo. 

After the first four FA2 Sea 
Harriers touched down safely 
on ihe carrier, which is off the 
coast of Albania, one of the 
pilots told me: “Our main mis¬ 
sion is to go out there and look 
for aircraft getting airborne. 
We are watching our radars all 
the time looking for MiG 29s 
and 21s. 

“Hut the surface-to-air threat is 
the hig one - much more than in 
the Gulf where Iraq’s air defences 
have been degraded. 

“Yugoslavia’s air defences seem 
to he not too degraded yet. despite 
all the bombing that’s been going 
on. and that’s probably because 
they have been picking up tactics 
from Saddam Hussein. 

“Reports have suggested that 


they are talking to each other and 
you can see that from their tactics.” 

While air attacks by NATO have 
destroyed individual missile 
launchers and the communication 
system which connects them, 
dozens remain concealed and 
many more portable weapons pose 

■ Turn to page 18. 

Warships in the front line - 
pages 17-19 & 35. 


HMS Belfast 
to head fop 
Portsmouth 


THE WARTIME cruiser HMS 
Belfast is to leave her berth as 
a museum ship in the Pool of 
London for dockyard mainte¬ 
nance at Portsmouth. 

She will be towed to dry 
dock in the Naval base, arriv¬ 
ing coincidentally on June 6. 
the 55th anniversary of the D- 
Day landings in which she took 
part as a bombarding ship. 

■ Full story in page 37. 


■ THE LAST ROYAL TOURNAMENT - SUPPLEMENT ■ PRINCE MICHAEL ON HIS RESERVES ROLE p29 
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Canada chooses port names for Upholders 


CANADA is to re-name Britain's for¬ 
mer Upholder-class submarines after 
four of their country's major ports. 

The former HM submarines Unseen, 
Unicorn, Ursula and Upholder will be re¬ 
named respectively as Victoria (the capital 
of British Columbia), Windsor (on the 
Ontario shore of the Great Lakes), Corner 
Brook in Newfoundland and Chicoutimi on 
the St Lawrence waterway. 


Previous ships of the name this century 
are few, and include in World War II a 
Canadian Flower-class corvette (HMCS 
Chicoutimi) and a British V & W destroyer 
(HMS Windsor). 

Effectively, the boats will aive Canada a 
new submarine flotilla as only one of their 
three operational O-class boats - HMCS 
Onondaga - is completely fit for service. 
The first of the ex-Upholders is expected to 
enter service in spring next year, while their 


Canadian crews are being trained at HMS 
Collingwood, HMS Sultan and on simula¬ 
tors at the former HMS Dolphin, Gosport. 

First of the crews were due to begin train¬ 
ing on an Upholder submarine at Barrow-in- 
Furness this month. 

All four boats are being refitted at Barrow 
by VSEL for the Canadian Navy under the 
terms of a £266-million lease-to-buy 
arrangement with the Ministry of Defence. 



Pier saved by 
Navy divers in 
'hazardous' 
mine operation 


A GERMAN magnetic mine whose discovery forced the closure of Southend Pier 
was detonated harmlessly by Royal Navy divers in what was described as a dif¬ 
ficult and hazardous operation. 


Early VC set to 
make £35,000 


THE VICTORIA Cross 
presented to a sailor 
at the first investiture 
of the medal in 1857 
was expected to 
fetch up to £35,000 
when sold at Spink’s 
on April 27. 

The VC was present¬ 
ed to Royal Navy sea¬ 
man Henry Curtis (pic¬ 
tured wearing his 
medal) for his part in 
the rescue of a wound¬ 
ed soldier during the 
assault on the Redan 
fortress at Sebastopol in the Crimean War in 
1855. Curtis, who was serving with the Naval 
Brigade, survived to become boatswain s mate 
in the battleship Marlborough, the Mediterra¬ 
nean Fleet flagship. He left the Navy in 1864 and 
died in Portsmouth in 1896 at the age of 74. 

Curtis has no marked grave, but a memorial to 
him has been erected in recent years thanks to 
the Victoria Cross Memorial Fund. 


The 7501b GD ground influence mine had 
been trawled up by a fishing vessel which low¬ 
ered it again in about six metres of water and 
SQOMi oil the famous pier. 

Tnc 5ft long mine had been dropped by aircraft and 
still had its parachute attached. 

The bomb disposal team from Southern Diving 
Unit 2 based at Portsmouth realised that if the mine 
detonated at low tide, when it was covered by just 4ft 
of water, it would break all the pier windows and put 

anpooe on the pier at ride. 

Acting on their advice the police evacuat¬ 
ed the pier and immediate seafront for 24 
hours on April 8-9 while the Navy divers 
began a two-day operation to deal with the 
mine. 

C PO Cliff Richardson, who was on the scene, said 
l.S(D) Andy Kirby dived on the mine. **Hc was oper¬ 
ating in nil visibility and a strong tide - and found that 
the mine was snarled up in the trawler s nets. He did 
very well to free it. working in difficult and hazardous 
conditions.** 

The team then had to wait until the afternoon of 
the following day until the right tide conditions avsist- 
ed them to lift the mine and. with their Gemini inflat¬ 
able boat, move it two mflei nrtqi from the pies it^ 
successful, controlled explosion raised a 50ft column 
of water. 

The Portsmouth team, led by PO(D) John Meekin. 
also included PO(D) Dave Moore and AB(D) Jan 
Mobley. 




MAN-ABOUT-TOWN 

LOOK 
GETS 
TRIAL 
IN US 


IF TRIALS are successful, this 
is the new urban 
camouflage kit destined to 
garb the Royal Marines. 

This member of Comacchio 
Company - who is, it has to 
be said, in noticeably 
non-urban surroundings - 
was among those trying out 
the new uniform while on 
Exercise Urban Warrior with 
US and Dutch marines in 
Oakland, California. 

As well as the clothing, new 
technology was also being 
tested during the exercise. 

Picture CPOfPHOT) Wayne Humphreys 

Brave’s 
last act 
is made 
in style 

RETIRING frigate HMS 
Brave has returned to 
Dcvonport for what is proba¬ 
bly tile last time. 

The Type 22 vessel entered 
Plymouth Sound on March 22. 
She became non-operational on 
April I to enter a state of extend¬ 
ed readiness before decommis¬ 
sioning at the end of next year. 

During a six-week deployment 
to the Mediterranean she con¬ 
ducted her last replenishment at 
sc-.i m sisk- with the dull 
American aircraft carrier USS 


£5,000 for 
Anson bell 

A Bl-I.L from a Royal Navy ship 
of the line that fought in the 
Napoleonic Wars is expected to 
fetch up to £5,000 when it is sold 
this month at Christie's. 

The bell from the Anson, built 
as a 64-gun vessel, was recovered 
after she was wrecked following 
her participation in the capture 
from the French of the West 
Indies island of Curacou in 1807. 

Her most famous battle 25 
years before took place in the 
tame region when Admiral Sia 
George Rodney's Heel overcame a 
French force at The Saintcs - an 
encounter during the American 
w.u i>t I n dep en dence that entiled 
once and for all the naval domi¬ 
nance of the West Indies. 

The maritime sale on May 13 
will also include the bell from the 
Second World War battleship 
HMS Rodney - expected to go for 
up to £1,800; the dress sword of 
Cap! (later Vice Admiral) Sir 
Thomas Hardy, the Commanding 
Officer of the Victory at Trafalgar 
* expected to make up to £9(X); 
and an eye-witness's letter 
describing the preliminaries of the 
battle. That is estimated to sell for 
£ 1 , 200 . 


Trident docs join ambulance missions 



• Trident submarine doctors responding from the HEART. They are (l-r) Surgeon Lts Paul 
Rees, Damian Kershaw and Sam Hutchings. Their colleague, Surgeon Lt Steve Bland s sub¬ 
marine was on patrol when the picture was taken by LA(PHOT) Rob Harding. 


FOUR Trident submarine doctors 
at Clyde Naval Base are giving 
up spare time to run an accident 
response team in support of the 
Scottish ambulance service. 

Calling themselves HEART 
(Helensburgh Emergency Accident 
Response team), they have attended 
over 25 emergencies since they start¬ 
ed the work in November. 

They are fully trained in emer¬ 
gency medicine, incident manage¬ 
ment. ambulance service procedures 
and emergency driving. And when 
possible, they give up time to be on 
call with Paisley ambulance control. 

HEART co-ordinator, Surgeon Lt 
Paul Rees, said: “The ambulance ser¬ 
vice has the training, experience and 
expertise to deal with emergencies in 
the community, but on occasions the 
added input of a doctor can be 
invaluable.” 

The team receives no payment, 
and its members either buy their own 
equipment or have it funded by local 
charities. 

Because one of the four doctors is 
on patrol in a Trident submarine at 
any one time, Paul is hoping to 
increase the numbers on the HEART 
team to provide a more established 
service. 


Enterprise joining in. 

The event came after a ten-day 
exercise with the US Navy - led by 
the Enterprise Battle Group. The 
frigate refuelled on the starboard 
side of the support vessel USS 
Monogahela, while the carrier 
took on fuel on the port side. 

The operation was watched bv 
one of Brave's former command¬ 
ing officers. Vice Admiral Fabian 
Malbon. now Deputy Commander 
Fleet, who was embarked in 
Enterprise. 

Under her current Command¬ 
ing Officer, Cdi <» n\ ivtmt 
Brave completed a six-week 
deplovment to the Med which 
included visits to Turkey. Malta. 
Spam and Portugal. On her return 
to Britain she visited Faslane and 
Liverpool. 

Agency takes 
over housing 

SERVICE housing has now come 
under the administration of a 
Ministry of Defence agency. 

The Defence Housing 
Executive, formed four years ago. 
has been formed into an agency 
tasked with providing and main¬ 
taining good quality housing for 
Service personnel and families, 
and with continuing to improving 
effectiveness and efficiency. 
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TEACHER Samantha Clarke left the classroom behind 
for a weekend in the RN’s new patrol vessel HMS 
Tracker. 

She was one of a party of nine from NW London's 
landlocked RNR unit HMS Northwood who were invit¬ 
ed to carry out a series of exercises in the Solent. 

On their way back they made the customary salute 
to Nelson's flagship HMS Victory, “it may sound corny, 
but this simple ceremony brought home to me the 
pride I have in being part of this great and historic 
Naval tradition," said Samantha. 

Their CO Cdr Terry Craig added: "These training 
opportunities at sea are of immense value to us. Until 
recently our primary role has been to support the 
Northwood Headquarters in shore operations, but we 
are now seeing much greater integration with the RN 
both at sea and ashore. 

‘There are many opportunities for Reservists to 
serve at sea in Naval operations all over the world, but 
for those who prefer to support the Navy ashore there 
are still many exciting roles to fill in the Operations, 
Logisitics and Medical branches." 

See interview with the Honorary Commodore RNR, 
page 29. 

• Samantha Clarke at the helm of HMS Tracker with 
Lisa Humphrey (Hertfordshire University ) giving the 
orders and Mark Thomas on lookout watch. 



Shooting stars 

HMS MONTROSE has also joined the cast of Navy in 
Action, the £2m Bond-style movie featured last month. 

The Type 23 frigate was filmed off the Bahamian Island 
of Eluethera - though the setting is the Indian Ocean 
where a terrosrist waiioad launches a pirate raid. 

His ultimate aim is the capture of £50 million in gold car¬ 
ried by a British merchant vessel. Montrose's fictional 
counterpart HMS Monarch (CO played by Jo Dow of TV’s 
The Bill ) receives a mayday call and despatches her Lynx 
helicopter (actually HMS Marlborough’s, here piloted by 
actress Jill Halfpenny) and Royal Marines detachment to 
investigate. 

As the scenario develops, Montrose's 4.5 inch gun is 
brought to bear on the terrorists' patrol craft and shore 
base. During scenes to counter an incoming missile the 
ship's gunnery teams were used extensively in close- 
range battery engagements (see above). 

Special effects were provided by Peter Hutchinson - 
whose team has lately been working on the new Star Wars 
film. On board Montrose he fired off three dummy Harpoon 
missiles from a purpose-built launcher that provided 
remarkably realistic footage. 

Damage to the ship was simulated following collision 
with a mine and shrapnel from the terrorist missile, allow¬ 
ing members of the ship's company to show off their fire 
fighting skills. Below water damage was to be filmed at the 
RN’s Damage Repair Instruction Unit in Portsmouth. 

Said producer Simon Mills: "Given the unavoidable con¬ 
straints of filming onboard an operational warship, the 
commanding officer and his crew could not have been 
more helpful or accommodating, turning what might have 
been a chore into a pleasure." 


Prospects 
brighten for 
command 
at sea 

A NEW SYSTEM for select¬ 
ing commander-rank officers 
for sea appointments is intend¬ 
ed to make the process fairer, 
simpler and more efficient. 

Tnc reduction in sc.i appoint 
ments available to Warfare Branch 
commanders h.ts meant that now 
only 40 per cent can expect to 
command at sea compared with 60 
per cent seven years ago. 

The current system allows for 
late selections from a pool of com¬ 
manders not chosen by the Sea 
Appointments Selection Board on 
promotion. However, it is felt that 
selection ought to be made carty 
enough so that officers have 
retained sufficient currency to be 
effective at sea. 

Also, pool candidates tend to 
expect selection right up to their 
fourth attempt, whereas those who 
arc not chosen by the third or 
fourth shot arc very rarely select¬ 
ed. 

The system is described by 
appointers as "over-complicated 
and pcxirly understood by many 
Warfare officers." A clear and for¬ 
mal indication of where comman¬ 
ders stood over sea service selec¬ 
tion would be more honest and 
would allow them to make better 
Omt decisions 

The new system, which begins 
with the promotion round in June, 
means tnat all officers will be 
assessed for sea appointment on 
promotion to commander. Those 
who meet specific criteria will he 
selected for an immediate sea 
appointment. 

Others will not and will be given 
shore jobs, while the remainder - 
‘review candidates’ - will fill a first 
appointment ashore and then will 
be assessed for selection three 
years after their promotion and. if 
necessary, a second time a year 
later. 

That system will bring sea 
appointment selection of com¬ 
manders into line with that for 
captains. Details are published in 
Royal Navy Defence Council 
Instruction 52/99. 

Evasion force 

THE TV Licensing Authority has 
warned viewers living in Service 
establishments that they will be 
prosecuted if they watch television 
without a valid licence. 

Mick Hill, the Authoritv s 
Director said: “Our research has 
forced us to conclude that military 
bases have a high level of evasion 
and we are determined to root out 
these evaders." 


New deal aims 
to fight fire 
with fire 


BRITAIN’S most advanced fire fighting training units (FFTU) are to be established 
for the Royal Navy at Portsmouth, Plymouth and Faslane. 

A deal signed last month 
between the Naval Recruiting 
and Training Agency (NRTA) 
and Flagship (raining Ltd was 
welcomed by Armed Forces 
Minister Doug Henderson as 
“extremely gixxl news for the 
Naval Service". 

“The project will ensure that 
the RN is provided with the very 
best training available, using the 
most up-to-date and environ¬ 
mentally friendly fire fighting 
training facilities. 

The units will be designed to 
create realistic fire fighting sce¬ 
narios. using environmentally 
safe propane-fuelled fires and 
artificial training smoke to 
achieve a realistic shipborne sce¬ 
nario. 

Flagship Training Ltd will 
design, build, operate and main¬ 
tain two new facilities at HMS 
Excellent. Portsmouth and HMS 
Raleigh, Torpoint. Meanwhile 
existing Local Authority fire 
units in Strathclyde will be modi¬ 
fied for Naval use. 

Chief Executive of the NRTA 
Rear Admiral John Chadwick 
commented: “This Is a landmark 
for the Royal Navy and Flagship 
Training Ltd, as it represents the 
first Private Finance Initiative 
contratct signed under our 
Partnering Agreement in 19%. 

“There is always the 
need for our people to be 
trained to cope effectively 
with the hazards of fire and 
smoke at sea, to enable 
them to prevent loss of life, 
to avoid injury and to min¬ 
imise dame, thereby 
enabling the ship to retain 
its operational capability. 

“These ‘state-of-the-art’ facili¬ 
ties will ensure that the Royal 
Navy continues to provide the 
best naval training possible, using 
the most up-to-date equipment 
and the latest training tech¬ 
niques, at an affordable price." 


JACK ET JACQUES 


LaLangue 

Universelle 

(Dans un singles bar d San Diego, le premier port de 
I'USN en sunny California) 

Quelle jolie paire de jeunes filles. Jack! Je suis fixed up pour 
la nuit avec la blonde, je crois!’ 

Yeah, lucky old vous. Jacques. J’ai blown it avec la 
brunette.’ 

NatureHement! Je ne suis pas surprised, avec votre crummy 
chat up line!’ 

Mon chat-up line? Do moi un faveur. Jacques! J'ai eu un 
grand succds avec la crumpet from Reyjavic a Rio avec mon 
chat-up line!’ 

Incroyable! Vous must be joking!’ 

Et pourquoi?’ 

’Well, par example - qu est ce que vous avez dit a la belle 
Francine? “Vous got skin comma le lee side d un tombola tick¬ 
et!* Et puis: *Vos yeux, they shine comme la demure de mes 
second-best Nombre Hurtsr 

‘Yeah, well ... What about vous. then. Jacques? "Je t aime". 
vous avez dit - pas more - et Louella 6tait all over vous! C'6tait 
degoutant* 

‘Ah - e’est I accent. Jack! Toutes les jeunes filles aiment I’ac- 
cent Frangais! Je peux dire: "Vous avez un visage that could 
sink un mille bateaux. Louella" - et elle sera honzontale en 
deux minutes, yelling "Donnez moi le Tour de France, 
Jacques 1 ” 

OK. OK! C’est ma turn main tenant. Regardez - elles revient 
from les heads ... Francine! Je t’adore. Francine!’ 

Oui! Moi aussi. Louella! 

Prenez un poudre, Jack et Jacques! Louella et moi. nous 
avons trouv6 une paire de doughboys avec loads de green 
backs! Bonne nuit. suckers - et merci beaucoup pour les 
drinks!' 


Illustrations par 
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Survey ship wins praise for science project aid among Indian Ocean islands 
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• TOP: LS(SR) Jack Russell, uses a 
model designed and built by 
Beagle s shore team to teach ‘rules 
of the road' to members of the 
Seychelles Fishing Authority. 

• ABOVE LEFT: Coral killed by 
global warming is shown to the 
Commanding Officer of Beagle, Lt 
Cdr Jamie McMichaet-Phillips by 
lain Watt, Director of the Shoals of 
Capricorn Project. 

• ABOVE RIGHT: HMS Beagle on 
her first major foreign deployment 
for nearly 11 years. 

• LEFT: Members of the Beagle s 
shore team and the Seychelles 
Coastguard help construct a new 
building for the Shoals of Capricorn 
Project's global positioning system. 
Cameraman LA(PHOT) Andy White. 


S URVEY Squadron ship 
HMS Beagle has won 
the praise of marine sci¬ 
entists for her help in a 
research programme study¬ 
ing an island paradise that 
could be under threat. 

On her first major deployment 
overseas for 11 years, Beagle 
provided vital help to a British 
project team conducting environ¬ 
mental research, training and 
education in the Indian Ocean 
islands of the Seychelles and 
Mauritius. 

So important was Beagle s contri¬ 
bution that the researchers and 
islands' government expressed its 
thanks to the First Sea Lord, Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce, for the Navy's 
"exceptional assistance". 

In an area suffering from the global 
warming problem of dying coral, the 
Beaale was committed to the support 
of Britain's Shoals of Capricorn 
Programme which is investigating 
the region’s Mascarene Plateau, an 
underwater feature larger than the 
Great Barrier Reef and dominating 
the southwest Indian Ocean and its 
eco-system. 

The programme is being run by the 
Royal Geographical Society and the 
Royal Society in association with the 
Government of the Seychelles and 
Mauritius. As well as research, its 
aims include the development in the 
region of knowledge and skills for 
marine resource management and 
conservation. 

Beagle used her rapid environmen¬ 
tal assessment techniques to collect 
temperature, salinity.and depth data. 

The ship also landed a multi-skilled 
team of seven Navy personnel, led by 
CCMEA Paul Biogs, to provide engi¬ 
neering and technical support to the 
Shoals team. 

Director of the programme, lain 


Watt, said: “The shore party from 
HMS Beagle were of great assistance 
in completing our base on St Anne 
island and providing basic training in 
outboard engine maintenance, dur¬ 
ing which they managed to repair 
four out of seven engines that were 
apparently irreparable.'' 

The Shoals project is raising 
awareness of marine environmental 
issues in the western Indian Ocean 
and globally. Among concerns for the 
future is the bleaching and death of 
shallow-water coral due to a rise In 
sea temperature since 1997. 

The Shoals team are investigating 
the recovery rate of shallow-water 
reefs, 90 per cent of which have died 
in some parts of the world, exposing 
lagoons to severe erosion. In the 
Seychelles that would have a devas¬ 
tating effect on fishing, tourism and 
bio-diversity. 


THE PICTURES 


Beagle brings 
helping hands 
to a paradise 
under threat 
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Sun rises on Pembroke’s new friendship 



FOR what is 
believed to be the 
first time , a ship of 
the name HMS 
Pembroke has 
visited her 
namesake town in 
West Wales. 
Newest of the 
Sandown-class 
minehunters , HMS 
Pembroke was 
pictured by 
POfPHOT) Jan 
Brayley 

proceeding in the 
light of the rising 
sun in Milford 
Haven 
waterway. 

Durina her four- 
day visit , the ship 
forged new 
friendships and 
links with the local 
community. 


Turn to page 32 
for this month s 
Drafty feature. 
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Ships of the Roval Navy 


No 522 [ 34 . 


Facts 

and 

figures 


Class: Helicopter Assault Ship 
Pennant number: L12 
Builder: Kvaerner Govan 
(Clyde) and VSEL (Barrow) 
Launched: October 11, 1995 
Commissioned: September 
30. 1998 

Displacement: 21,578 tonnes 
Length: 208 metres 
Beam: 34.4 metres 
Draught: 6.6 metres 
S peed: 18 knots 
Complement: 284 ship’s com¬ 
pany. up to 180 Air Group, and 
space for more than 800 Royal 
Marines 

Machinery: Two Crossley- 
Pielstick diesel engines 
Aircraft: 12 Sea Kings and six 
Lynx AH7 or six Gazelle heli¬ 
copters or 12 Sea Hamers (ferry 
role) 

Armament: Three Vulcan 
Phalanx close-in weapon sys¬ 
tems and twin-barrel 30mm 
machine guns 

Affiliations: City of Sunderland; 
Coldstream Guards; 30 
Squadron RAF; The Worshipful 
Company of Farriers; 
Pangbourne College; Brymon 
Airways; Old Ocean Association 


• Battleship HUS Ocean. 




• First of a new generation - HMS Ocean with helicopters embarked. 


Wooden walls to 
jet plane flights 


Ocean to star 
at Navy Days 


T HE PRESENT HMS Ocean 
is the sixth ship to bear 
the name, and has some 
illustrious predecessors. 

The first was a 90-gun sec¬ 
ond-rate which won Battle 
Honours at the two encounters 
with French ships off Ushant. 

The second also started life 
as a second-rate, in 1795, but 
was reclassified as a 110-gun 
first-rate in 1817. She spent 
most of her service in the 
Mediterranean. 

The third began as a 91-gun 
wooden ship, but was changed 
to a 50-gun ironclad in 1861. 

En route to the Far East she 
took the record for the longest 
day’s run by a British ironclad 
under sail of 243 miles. 

Ocean number four was a 
Canopus-class, 12,950-ton bat¬ 
tleship launched in 1898. 

Problems during build led to 
her being regarded as an 


unlucky ship, and although she 
won honours at the Suez Canal 
and the Dardanelles in 1915, 
she was hit by a mine and 
shell, and all hands abandoned 
ship hours before she sank. 

The fifth Ocean was a light 
fleet carrier, commissioned in 
June 1945. She took part in the 
experimental landings of the 
first true jet on board a ship 
under way - a Vampire - and of 
flying in complete darkness. 

In 1946 she was involved in 
the rescue following the min¬ 
ing of HM ships Saumarez and 
Volage in the Corfu Incident. 

She was involved in the 
Korean War (her air group flew 
a record of 123 sorties in one 
day) and later came out of the 
Home Fleet Training Squadron 
to take an active role during the 
Suez Crisis. 

She sailed for scrap in 1962. 



H MS OCEAN is billed as 
the star attraction at 
this year’s Plymouth 
Navy Days. 

The assault ship will make her 
Navy Days debut on August 28-30, 
when she will be open to the pub¬ 
lic, allowing tours below decks. 

Her configuration also means 
that, for the first time, a Royal 
Navy ship can provide full access 
for disabled people. 

Exhibits and demonstrations on 
board will show how Ocean works 
in close co-operation with the 
Royal Marines, and various bands 
will perform on her flight deck. 

It Is planned to have aircraft on 
static display, and the ship will host 
a special Navy Days church service 
on the Sunday morning. 

But Ocean will not be the only 
ship attracting attention. 

Organisers hope the event will 
feature more than 20 Royal Navy 
vessels, including a submarine, a 
mine countermeasures vessel, a 
hydrographic survey ship. Type 22 
and Type 23 frigates. 

Also present will be ships of the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary, the sail 
training ship Lord Nelson of the 
Jubilee Sailing TYust for the 
Disabled and other vessels. Many 
will be open to the public. 

Ocean has been engaged in 
extensive trials which culminate in 
a planned programme of opera¬ 
tional sea training as Na\y Nn*’s 
goes to press. 

It Is hoped that she will become 
part of the front-line Fleet by the 
summer. 

Officially a Landing Platform 
Helicopter, nr 1 PH. she was Of igi 
nally designed as a replacement tor 
HMS Hermes. 

Based on the Invincible-class 
hull, she is lean-manned, with a 
ship's company of less then 300, 


but with an Air Group and 
embarked Royal Marines, she can 
operate with more than 1,250 peo¬ 
ple on board. 

Next month Ocean is due to 
deploy with 40 Commando and air¬ 
craft from 845 and 847 Squadrons 
as part of an amphibious task 

|m 

The ships will head across the 
Atlantic to Canada and the l Jnitcd 
States to train with NATO allies, 
including a relatively straightfor¬ 
ward exercise with tne Canadians 
off Newfoundland and then on to 
the extensive US Marine Corps 
amphibious training areas in 


Virginia and North Carolina. 

Port visits are scheduled for 
Halifax, Norfolk and Wilmington - 
and it is hoped they will go some 
way to matching the tremendous 
reception tin 'hip got when tire 
visited her affiliated city of 
Sunderland in January. 

Ocean faced her first major 
operation last seat 

Hot-weather trials were inter¬ 
rupted when Hurricane Mitch 
struck Central America, and the 
ship was quickly on the scene to 
provide humanitarian assistance in 
the days immediately following the 
disaster. 


Designed 
with troops 
in mind 

U nlike previous LPHs, which 
were converted aircraft 
carriers, HMS Ocean was 
built with Royal Marines comman¬ 
dos in mind. 

For example, all assault routes 
through the ship arc double width 
to allow fully-kitted Royals to 
move with case. 

Her primary role is to carry an 
embarked Commando. 12 medi¬ 
um support helicopters and six 
Lynx or Gazelle attack helicopters. 

The commando fiotOC and its 
equipment would be landed as 
part of an amphibious assault, 
principally by air. 

However, water-borne landings 
are also possible, using the ship’s 
four Vospcr Thornycroft-built 
landing craft. 

Vehicles and stores arc loaded 
through a starboard quarter ramp, 
like a car ferry, and Ocean’s vehi¬ 
cle deck can take m\ 105mm how¬ 
itzer li^ht guns and up to 40 assort¬ 
ed military transport vehicles. 

A ramp from the vehicle deck to 
the flight deck allows equipment 
to be flown ashore by helicopter. 

But when the ship is at anchor 
vehicles can also be unloaded 
through the ship's stem ramp on 
to Mcxiflotes. then transferred 
ashore. 

Ocean is powered by two 
Crosslcy-Piclstick diesel engines, 
which produce 17,700 hp and give 
her a speed in the order of 18 
knots. 

She was built in two stapes. 
Kvaerner Govan on the River 
( Isdc were contracted to con¬ 
struct the ship herself, and she was 
launched on October 11, 1995. 

She then sailed under her own 
power to Barrow in I urness. 
where prime contractor Vickers 
fitted her out. 

As the first of a new generation 
of amphibious ships, which will 
eventually include HM ships 
Albion and Bulwark, her home 
port Is Devonport. 


BATTLE 

HONOURS 


Ushant.1778 

Ushant.1781 

Suez Canal ...1915 
Dardanelles ..1915 
Korea.1952-53 


• HUS Ocean at speed in the Yellow Sea during the Korean War. 


For more information or to 
order tattoo tickets (evenings 
from August 27-29) or 25 per 
cent discounted Navy Days 
tickets, contact Plymouth 
Tourist Information on 01752 
266031, or visit the Plymouth 
Navy Days 1999 website at 
www.navydays.com 


SHIP of the MONTH 


For only £10.50 (£12.50 surface mail 
outside the UK) you can buy a twelve 
month subscription to Navy News 
'Ship of the Month'. This will deliver to 
your door a black and white postcard- 
sized photograph every month. The 
featured Ship for May is HMS Ocean, 
the Navy's new Helicopter Carrier. 

To keep your collection in perfect 
condition, £4.50 fine P+P) will buy a 
beautiful Navy News' Collectors' 
Album. With eighteen pages you will 
have plenty of space to display your 
postcards and to attach any notes 
you might want to make. 

Postcard-sized photographs can also be bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) 
inc. P+P and there are over 500 to choose from in our free list. 

Buy your subscription and album now and we will send 
you, absolutely free, a set of twelve assorted black and 
white postcards to get your collection started. 





C: 


To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Yes please! Add me to your ‘Ship ot the Month' subscription list now. I enclose a cheque for £ _ 

Name: . Telephone No.: . 

Address: ___.........._ 

.. Postcode: _ 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/SwitctVSolo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Letters 
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Language 

barrier 


WELCOME to M. B. Kelly and 
OHM C It Robinson, kindred 
spirits in trying to keep accurate 
Jackspeak alive (March issue). 

I too jump up and down every time 
I see references to someone 
serving on a ship. Civilians don’t 
live on houses; sailors too, live in 
ships. 

In the splendid exhibition hall 
alongside HMY Britannia in Leith 
Docks I bought an official 
postcard with a caption saying that 
she is “tied up”. 

Back in 1$40 I was told in no 
uncertain fashion that grocers tied 
up parcels; HM ships secured, 
moored or made fast. 

The Times has iust produced a 
Guide to English Style and Usage. 
In a section on the Royal Navy it 
advises its journalists and sub 
editors thus: “moored or made 
last It also recommends 
‘pennant’ (not ‘petulant ) 
although that’s not what it says in 
my Manual of Seamanship Vol 1, 
1937. 

English is a wonderful language 
to which the sea has made a vital 
contribution in terms now m 
common usage. Let's keep it like 
that. - M. K. Tlther, Chesterfield. 

Sally Army 
saluted 

THE EXPERIENCE of CCCT S. 
R. McLeod when wearing uniform 
in Ruislip (March issue) reminds 
me of an occasion when I wore the 
uniform of CPOMA to attend 
Remembrance Day Service at 
Worcester Cathedral. 

An elderly lady approached me 
for assistance. £he nad a small 
wooden cross bearing a poppy 
which she wanted me to plant in 
the Garden of Remembrance. 

I was happy to oblige, but could 
not help wondering what service 
connection had motivated her 

rcuuest 

With due solemnity I planted 
the cross, came to attention and 
saluted. 

She seemed suitably impressed 
as she proudly informed me: 
“Both my father and my elder 
brother were in the Salvation 
Army.” - J. G. Hinton, 
Worcester. 


Bribes slup 

’outrageous’ 
Oh, really? 


I HAVE just read Commodore Critchley’s farewell offering as Drafty (March issue), in 
which he says that when he joined submarines in 1968 bribery was current. 

to learn the hard way.” He then It docs not purport to give an 

offered to show me the road to a overall view of the D-Day 


I held the post of Drafting 
Coxswain in 1945-47, taking 
over three days after VE Day. 
During my time and for at least 
ten years before and two years 
after I know of no such bribery. 

I do not know what happened 
later as I had left the Royal Navy 
but I sec no reason to believe these 
high standards fell 

For a senior Naval officer to 
repeat these rumours as 
statements of fact is outrageous. 
This seems to follow the modem 

C ractice of denigrating those that 
avc served before. How dare you. 
Commodore? - T. M. Moore, 
Newton Abbot. 

RE DRAFTY’s article on ‘Blue 
Liners’ being used for bribes, I can 
confirm from personal experience 
that draft chits could be bought - 
but not cheaply. 

In 1940, as an ex-Ganges boy 
turned 18, I entered the big 
barracks eager for my first draft. 
Having quite a large sum of 
accumulated pay I could afford the 
luxury of dining in the Naafi, 
where one morning I sat at a table 
alongside an old three-badger 
nursing a cup of tea. 

When I confided my longing for 
sea time Stripcy commented “You 
sprogs arc all the same, desperate 
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draft chit if I subbed him breakfast. 

I hough suspicious of a con 
trick, I agreed. True to his word, he 
took me to a CPO who. without 
preamble, said “It will cost you 
three quid” - a week’s wages in 
those days for most working men - 
and next day I had my coveted 
draft chit. 

The drafting office, situated in 
the basement of one of the blocks, 
was fronted by half a dozen 
windows - barred, if memory 
serves me correctly. At these 
windows sat CPOs and POs, each a 
member of a close-knit fraternity 
of ‘natives’ - local men with homes 
and families in the town, as were 
the majority of the barracks staff. 

Behind them were rows of filing 
cabinets containing cards - the 
rear cards believed by matclots. 
probably correctly, to be those of 
fraternity brothers which never 
saw daylight. 

There were uuitc a few rackets 
in barracks .it that time, including 
the chief who made sure that all 
non-smoking matclots drew their 
tobacco issue and sold it on to him. 
Then there was the PO sapenrUpg 
draft routine kit inspections who 

could alwns tanedhlefy replace 

a missing item at a price; and the 
civilian barber who did a roaring 
trade in totally unnccessarc 
haircuts. - T. Lyness, Bcllshill. 

Criticising 
Pte Ryan 

COULD somebody please 
explain, objectively ana not 
through eyes blinkered by the red, 
white and blue, just why the 
Academy Award-winning film 
Saving Private Ryan is criticised 
(March issue) for not making 
reference to the British 
contribution to the Allied landings 
on D-Day ? 

Saving Pnvate Ryan deals with 
a fictitious incident involving a 
fictitious American sub-Unit in 
the American sector. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent s name 
and address, not nece¬ 
ssarily for publication. 


INTEREST REVIVED l\l 
CLASSIC AIRCRAFT 


I WAS interested to read the article Stringbag to fly again (March 
issue), particularly as it refers to NF389. 


When I was stationed at HMS 
Merlin in late 1946 I noticed one 
day six Swordfish aircraft parked 
near the Repair Yard, shortly 
afterwards they disappeared inside 
to rc-cmcrgc sometime later as 
two aircraft. NF389 and NF399. 
beautifully painted in peacetime 
colours, wnat happened to the 
other four I have no idea. 

So it is with real interest that I 
look forward to the time three 
years hence when NF389 takes to 
the skies once again. I hope I am 
around to witness the event. 

It is just 52 years since I last saw 
the aircraft flying and four years 
since we were re-united at Lec-on- 
Solent at the 50th anniversary of 
the end of the war celebrations. - 
F. L. Smith, Sutton Coldfield 

MUCH has been said about the 


Spitfire and the Battle of Britain, 
but the Hawker Hurricane was on 
an equal footing. 

It nas therefore been decided to 
form a society in respect of the 
Hurricane, which fought valiantly 
throughout the war in several 
different roles. 

Membership will be open to all 
with an interest in the aircraft. 
Contact me for details, or Mr Tim 
Warrencr, 19, Four Acres, East 
Mailing, Kent ME19 6AY. - 
I.Arnold, 86 Totland Close, 
Famborough. 

The Hawker Sea Hurricane was 
the first British singleseat 
monoplane to be used aboard 
aircraft carriers of the Royal 
Navy. It was also used as a 
catapult fighter from the decks of 
merchant ships. - Ed. 


campaign. This was done in that 
other outstanding film The 
Longest Day in which our 
contribution was fully 
acknowledged. 

The Dam Busters is one of the 
finest war films ever made, but 
nobody on this side of the Atlantic 
would criticise it for failing as it 
did to acknowledge that the war in 
the air during World War II was 
not fought by the RAF alone. 

And isn’t that other classic The 
Cruel Sea somewhat parochial, 
too? Did the RCN and the USN 
play no pan in the Battle of the 
Atlantic/ 

Why not just accept Private 
Ryan for what it sets out to be? - 
D. J. Beynon, Haslingfield, 
Cambs. 


Defiance to 
the last 


REGARDING B.C. B road ley s letter about HMS Defiance 
(March issue), not only did we have snooker tables, we had 
a Naafi bar (Symonds from the barrel and bottled beer) plus 
Naafi girts to serve tea, cream buns and Eccles cakes at 
stand-easy. 

We were classed as a floating stone frigate’. I was 
aboard 1952-53 as E. M. Workshop Sweeper and the 
Captains Boats Crew. 

The Captain lived ashore and was taken off by dinghy in 
the morning, home for lunch, back in the afternoon and 
then home again for supper. 

The Captain’s motor boat Coxswain was PO Jan Nicols, 
ex-Amethyst Cox’n. - F. McKeown, Glasgow. 


two courses at HMS 
Exe was also part of 


I HAD the pleasure of taking 
Defiance, in 1948 and 1952-53. I 
the arrangement, providing steam to the group. Inconstant, 
the wooden frigate of 1868. had the billiard table on board, 
as well as the cinema. 

Being anchored off Wllcove Point, there were few times 
that the table could not be used due to any ship movement. 

At that time we also had X-Craft midget submarines 
alongside Exe, carrying out training exercises off 
Plymouth. Happy days, even when scrubbing Inconstant’s 
beautiful wooden upper deck, barefooted In winter) - K. 
Booth. Solihull. 


I SPENT some time in HMS Defiance, caulking the decks as 
part of my shipwright's training in 1948. The billiard balls 
used to run to one side when the ship’s company fell in. 

Andromeda also had an enclosed Captain s walkway on 
the stem. - R.B.D.F., Gosport. 

PLYMOUTH Command trained TAS and hard hat divers at 
HMS Defiance and the newly formed Electrical Branch of 
1947 until 1955, when It was decided to close it down as it 
had become a fire hazard. 

Many foreign navies were pleased to send their people 
there for technical training, as well as our own RNRs. - O 
G. Thomas. Caldicot, Mon. 

• HMS Defiance In the early 1950s , consisting of 
Inconstant (right), Vulcan (left) and Andromeda (astern). 
The funnels of HMS Howe can be seen just astern of 
Andromeda. 
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Options 



• TAKING THE PLUNGE: LD Eamon Fullen prepares to enter the Icy water with a rare and danger¬ 
ous four-metre leopard seal which appeared close to HMS Endurance at Dundee Island. 

Chilling moment for 
Endurance divers 



A S ICE patrol ship 
HMS Endurance 
was heading home 
from the Antarctic she 
had a chilling experience 
to report. 

During a dive in the freezing 
waters off Dundee Island the 
ship’s diving team were joined 
by a huge leopard seal, reputed 
to be one of the most danger¬ 
ous killers in Antarctic waters. 

Little is known about these rare 
creatures except that they have 
been known to stalk and attack 
humans without provocation. 

But the divers, led by Lt Stuart 
Long and LD Eamon Fullen, were 
undeterred by the four-metre long, 
half-tonne animal. 

LD Fullen said: M In my 14 years 
of diving I have never experienced 
such an amazing and potentially 
dangerous dive. 

"When the leopard seal opens its 
mouth inches away from you and 


* 




■ 




During the deployment the team 
‘ many locati 


has explored many 1 
I at the 


• KILLER: the Leopard Seal 

you can count its many teeth, you 
begin to wonder whether being in 
the water with it is such a good 
idea. 

"Fortunately, we had just 
seen it feed on a penguin, 
so I hoped it wouldn’t be too 
hungry!” 


ations in the 
Antarctic and at the South Georgia 
C i.tmson. including dives with dol¬ 
phins and hump backed whales. 

LD Fullcn’s encounter was the 
latest adventure in a remarkuMe 
Ivte He was awarded the QGM 
alter dramatic rescues during the 
Zccbruegc ferry disaster and sur¬ 
vived a broken neck in 1990 and an 
altitude induced heart attack on 
Mount Everest U 1 19%. 

Last year he fell just short of 
setting a new mountaineering 
record on Mount Shkhara in 
Georgia but is hoping to make his¬ 
tory on his return from Antarctica 
by becoming the first man to climb 
all 47 of the highest mountains m 
Europe. 

Other notable achievements in 
HMS Endurance were made by 
aviators Lt Cdr Mark Greaves and 
I ts Steve Hilson and Stephen 
Crockatt, who all dockcd-up their 
2,000 flying hours within two 
months of each other. 

And after the ship’s three-day 
Winter Olympics at Rothera 
Survey Base deep within 
Antarctica ( Na\y News April 99) 
she received a ftyingvisit from Flag 
Officer Surface Flotilla, Rear 
Admiral Peter Franklyn. 

The Admiral flew to the 
Falkland Islands from RAF Brize 
Norton before completing his jour¬ 
ney to Rothera by British Ant.uctic 
Survey Dash 7 aircraft. 

The trip gave Admiral Franklyn 
his first taste of Antarctica and ne 
was soon sharpening his ice-break¬ 
ing skills by driving the ship 
through heavy pack ice. 

And before he began his long 
journey back to Portsmouth he was 
thoroughly briefed on all aspects of 
HMS Endurance’s work and the 
many achievements that she has 
made during her deployment. 


• CHAMPAGNE ON ICE: HMS Endurance aviators Lt Cdr Mark Greaves, Lt Steve Hilson and Lt 
Stephen Crockatt celebrate 6,000 flying hours with the ship’s CO, Captain Tim Barton. 



Chronometer, Watch and Nautical Instrument Maker to, 

The Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


The Ark Royal Pilot Watch 
a classic timepiece to 
honour a naval legend 



Automatic 25 jewel movement 

VA/ 

Crystal back to display movement 

V*/ 

Luminous hands and numerals 

\Xf 

Water resistant to 30 metres 

Available exclusively direct from Sewills 

I n 1941, the escape of the Bismarck into 
the Atlantic could have spelled disaster 
for the convoys that were Britain's 
lifcbkxxl. In a celebrated encounter; Swordfish 
torpedo bombers from the carrier HMS Ark 
Royal, which relied upon Sewills Chronometer 
39403 for navigation, made the crucial hits 
that slowed down the German battleship and 

led to her sinking by the Royal Navy. 

In honour of her momentous 
contribution, this superb Pilots Watch 
has been named Ark Royal'. Similar 
watches were issued to many senior 
military personnel and the design has 
now become a classic. Today you 
have the opportunity to acquire an 
authentic reminder of this noble piece 
of British history: 

Individually made to order using 
time-honoured Sewills standards, the Ark Royal’ offers you old 
fashioned excellence. It features a beautifully intricate 25 jewel 
movement, which you can observe in action, thanks to the crystal 
back. The movement Is housed in a case plated in rare palladium, 
and features winding crown protection lugs. 

In keeping with its naval pedigree, the Ark Royal’ watch is water 
resistant to 30 metres, and has large luminous numerals and hands 
to facilitate night reading. On a black shark skin strap, the watch comes with a handsome navy 
blue 'leather' presentation box. Truly a timepiece worn with pride, by admirers of military precision. 


UNIQUE 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

So that you can buy in 
complete confidence, 
we underwrite 
The Ark Royal pilot 
watch with a full 
10 year guarantee 

7 DAY MONEY 
BACK WARRANTY 


“My Ark Royal pilot 
watch is a good timekeeper 
and much admired, 
and the connection with 
my old ship gives me 
enormous pleasure” 

Ex Naval fighter pilot 
HMS Ark Royal, 
later Captain and Admiral of 
Flagship HMS Ark Royal 


>v 


AVAILABLE ONLY ^ * > YOU NEED SEND 
FROM SEWILLS NO MONEY NOW 


To order your Ark Royal’ Pilots Watch CALL DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 

0800 731 9997 ^ 


Lines open 8.30am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri and 10.00am - 4.00pm Sat and Sun 
Or complete and return the coupon below to: 

Saks, FREEPOST (LV 7185), PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 

I wish to order my ‘Ark Royal’ Pilot Watch. I understand that I need send no money now and 
I wish to pay by' 10 INTEREST FREE monthly instalments* of £24.99. (FREE delivery' UK) jNN0S99| 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss 
Address _ 


Postcode_ 

*(Bv Direct Debit Subject to status) PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

You may return your Ark Royal" within 7 days of receipt for any reason and have full refund or replacement 


Signature _ 

lb hdp us facilitate delivery please ensure that you 
enter your telephone number 

daytime_ 

evening_ 


Sewills 
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People in the Front Line 








Invincible’s man of 


EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Please find enclosed my donation for £50 Q £20 Q £10 □ £5 □ L . 

or charge my Acoess/Vtsa/CTtartty card Expiry date ,„ T -, T - TT - /. T - 


Nut (Block capitals please)____.......__................ 

___Signature ............—...— 

Department NN2. Broadway House. The Broadway. Wimbledon SW19 1RL. 
Tel: 0181 543 6333 http://www combatsbess.org.uk Reg Chanty No. 206002 
K% a valued do«©» to Tha Society »• will periodically mail you with newt of our work 


As a war correspondent I’ve seen, first hand, the 
appalling mental pressures our Armed Forces endure, 
leaving thousands of them mentally crippled for life. 

Combat Stress helps care for these victims by 
providing them with support in the community together 
with treatment and respite care in one of its three 
nursing homes. 

Unfortunately, caring for them doesn't come cheap 
these days, it all costs money. Something Combat 
Stress is short of. Please help. A donation (no matter 
how small) can make such a difference to those who 
have given so much. 


H 

sm/vL 

STRESS 


whether it be electronic, flags or flash¬ 
ing lights, and while clarity is the key 
to his professional standing, in his 
other guise obfuscation is vital. 

“I’ve been doing shows since I was 17. 
I started doing jokes and impressions 
with a couple of magic tricks thrown in, 
but the impressions went out of date so 
I started doing more trickery," he said. 

*Tvc done shows during deploy¬ 
ments and in sods operas - including 
on the Royal Yacht. 

M I did some shows during the cap¬ 
tain’s dinner parties during a deploy¬ 
ment in 1992, and one particular trick 
went down very well. 

“I would get someone to choose a 
card, stick it in an envelope without 
me seeing it. place it under their tea 
cup on the table and just carry on. 

“They would then MU tt 
announcement over the ship’s system 
saying what their chosen card was." 


• Magic man - Yeoman Bifl Bums chats with his opposite number In RFA 
Brambleleaf in the Gulf during a replenishment at sea. 


• CRS Mick Elliott. 

Coaching 
put Mick in 
league with 
Eusebio 


“Saving the ‘Private 
Ryans’ of this world is 
one thing, looking after 
them for the rest of their 


lives is quite another”. 


SET a foot wrong in HMS 
Newcastle and the whole ship 
will know about it before long. 

And the reason is Radio 
265 - the ship's radio station, 
with hosts CPO Ian Sherpido' 
Sheridan, LMEM Andy *Skey’ 
Lynskey and LPT Jay Gorton. 

Shows are broadcast twice 
a week featuring requests 
from families back home, and 


the programmes are rounded 
off with a quiz. 

A Valentine s Day requests 
show proved very popular. 

But one regular part of the 
show wins big audiences - 
the stitch-ups, when tip-offs 
about foul-ups are broadcast 
to a wider audience - “noth¬ 
ing personal, but no rules," 
said Andy. 


BIFF Bums is a man of mystery. 

He can communicate in silence 
with someone far awav - but then as a 
yeoman that is part of his trade. 

He is also the unofficial Fleet 
Magician - and as a member of the 
Magic Circle. Biff’s tricks bamboozle 
his shipmates. 

He believes in the traditional skills 
of the Navy communicator, and often 
uses semaphore. 

““Replenishing at sea is one of the 
few times when hand-signalling can be 
more effective than other communi¬ 
cations.’’ said Biff, of HMS Invincible. 

““It officially went out years ago. but 
a tow of us retained or learned the* 
skill to give a sheen to our communi¬ 
cations. 

““It gives you a personal touch and is 
vciy individual - people recognise me 
through my use of the flags." 

Yeomen arc concerned with all 
types of short-range communications. 


• Newcastle DJs 
- from top, Ian 
Sheridan, Andy 
Lynskey and Jay 
Gorton. 


Radio 265 is watching ... 


• Cumberland’s sausage - WOM(C)1 Angela Firth (left) and WOM(C)2 Laura Faud run the frigate’s 
mascot up the mast. 

Cumberland gets 
a mighty sausage 


• Tactical sunset - a sight which may never be seen again - a 
hoist of 13 buntings', with more than 215 years’ experience, 
embarked in HMS Invincible for Operation Bolton muster for a 
communications exercise. The ultimate signal deck crew Is: 
CCY Wrigglesworth, CY Burns, CY Winning, CY Gwatkin, 
LRO(T)s Bor!ace, Clifford, McLucas, Watkins, Bright, ROIfT) 
Poole; (COMUKTG staff): CCY Rutley, LRO(T)s McBeth and 
Worsfold. 


NEWCASTLE has her Brown Ale 
- and now Cumberland has a 
mighty sausage. 

The Type 22 frigate, known in 
some quarters as the Mighty 
Sausage, now has her very own 
flag and model to raise during 
replenishment at sea (RAS). 

Some RN ship maintain the 
tradition of raising a distinctive 
flag during a RAS, and HMS 
Newcastle, which is generously 
sponsored by Scottish and 
Newcastle Breweries, displays a 
large model of a bottle of ale. 

Cumberland launched her 
sausage, made by one of the ship's 
company, during her current 
deployment, and a larger version is 
planned when she returns home. 


“COULD you help coach 
my son's football team?' 
was the request to Mick 
Elliott during a spell with 
NATO in Portugal - and it 
led to the Navy man coach¬ 
ing alongside one of foot¬ 
ball’s superstars. 

Mick (43). CRS in HMS 
Invincible, has been help¬ 
ing to develop the ship's 
communications capabili¬ 
ties through teleconferenc¬ 
ing, cyberspace and good 
old-fashioned telecommu¬ 
nications. 

But it was skills of a dif¬ 
ferent kind which were 
noted at CINCIBERLANT, 
before he joined the carrier. 

“I was taking soccer 
camps in the NATO base, 
and my 11-year-old son 
brought one of his friends, 
a Portuguese lad, one 
night," said Mick, a fully- 
qualified football coach 
and Class 1 referee. 

“ At the end his mother 
picked him up and said she 
had liked what she had 
seen, and could I come and 
help coach the kids at her 
club? 

““I said yes, where was it, 
and she said it was on the 
way out of Lisbon - the big 
stadium on the right. 

“It turned out to be 
Benfica, and she was the 
wife of the man who owned 
It 

“I ended up working with 
Eusebio for two and a half 
years." 

Mick has also coached 
youth players at his home 
town of Leicester City. 


Sailor’s numbers were u 


ONE of HMS Invincible’s ship's 
company was particularly look¬ 
ing forward to the next run 
ashore. 

The sailor - who wished to 
remain anonymous - scooped 
£2,000 in the RN and RM Sports 
Lottery. 


cheque out for him when it paid 
a visit to the Task Group. 

The cheque, plus T-shirt and 
baseball cap, was handed to 
him by the aircraft carrier’s 
Commanding Officer, Capt 
James Bumell-Nugent, during 
a presentation of awards. 
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People in the Front Line 



In Brief 


THE BLACK and white 
stripes of Newcastle United 
might be evident in the Type 
42 destroyer, but members 
of the club's Toon Army are 
more difficult to spot. 

In fact - according to LS Al 
Crawford - there are proba¬ 
bly more Sunderland fans on 
board, and he is one. 

“I'm a season ticket hold¬ 
er," he said. “Last year I only 
saw eight games, but I’ve 
seen 16 this season, home 
and away.’* 


THE Gulf deployment was a 
family affair for LMEM Gary 
Jones, of HMS Newcastle, who 
serves alongside his brother-in- 
law LMEM Andrew Cooper, 
and whose brother MEM Neil 
Jones is on board Invincible. 


pool 

Dub 


The brothers, from Liver- 
I. managed to meet up in 
b;u. 


THERE was a royal visitor 
to a radio roadshow staged 
by members of the ship's 
company of HMS Cumber¬ 
land. 

WOM(C)1 Angela Firth 
donned regal costume for 
her celebrated impression 
of the Queen - she also 
does a Jimmy Savile imper¬ 
sonation - during the 
AC/DC Roadshows on the 
ship's flight deck. 


AN EXTENDED spell at sea 
need not get in the way of land- 
based pastimes, as the ship’s 
company of HMS Cumberland 
demonstrated. 

The flight deck of the Type 
22 frigate was the setting for a 
field gun competition between 
messes while the ship was in 
the Gulf. 

Using fenders for the bar¬ 
rels, and gym weights on bars 
for the gun carriages, the teams 
followed the spirit of the Royal 
Tournament snowdown. it not 
the letter of the rules. 

The spoils of the event went 
to the Wardroom team of 
Executive Officer Ll Cdr Steve 
Hooper. Ll Guy Allison. U PJ. 
Wills, S/Lt Jon Nicholson and 
Lt Dom Millman. 


Unlikely bridge partners 


AN UNLIKELY duo can sometimes 
be seen driving the HMS 
Invincible. 

When not working In the Main 
Communications Office, Yeoman 
Nick Gwatkin may be found on the 
bridge of the carrier, gaining 
brfdoe experience before Joining 
BRNC Dartmouth as a Senior 
Upper Yardman. 

As a yeoman, he is no stranger 
to bridges, having served in HM 
ships Ariadne, Achilles, Boxer 
and Battleaxe, and he joined 
Invincible from Gibraltar last year. 

Although not currently eligible 
for his bridge watchkeeping cer¬ 
tificate, the watches Nick (29) has 


kept prompted his Commanding 
Officer, Capt James Bumell- 
Nugent, to comment that he was 
holding his own with other 
Officers of the Watch." 

Nick is never left alone during 
his time in charge, and is pictured 
with his Second Officer of the 
Watch, Surg Cdr Adrian Jordan, 
the ship's dental surgeon. 

Adrian joined Invincible in 
September having previously 
served in HMS Fearless and 
ashore at Raleigh and Wanrior. 

Adrian (39) doesn’t mind play¬ 
ing second fiddle to Nick, confess¬ 
ing that the ship is probably safer 
when the Yeoman is In charge. 



Texan made to feel 


at home in carrier 



• Proud man - Lt Justin Shoger USN raises the Texan flag . 


TEXAN Justin Shoger had the 
honour of raisins his home 
state's flag in HMS Invincible 
in the Gulf. 

Lt Shoger is currently serving as 
a Sea lung observer with 849 
Squadron, the carrier’s airborne 
early warning unit, and has been 
with Invincible for a year. 

“This is something completely 
different," said Justin. 

“I was thrilled that the 
Commanding Officer was able to 
let me put the flag up. 

“I collect flags, and to be able to 
say that my Texas flag flew over 
HMS Invincible is something real¬ 
ly special." 

Justin, from Dallas, came to the 
UK in October 1997, and will 
return to the United States after 
completing three yean. 

“It’s been a lot of fun. and I’ve 
met a lot of good people," he said. 

“It’s definitely different here to 
American carriers. 

“The social life is wonderful 
over here, and because it is small¬ 
er you can get to know people bet¬ 
ter all the way through tne ship 
and squadron." 



• CPO Terry Simmons. 


Hobbies 
while away 
sea time 

ARTS and crafts are flour¬ 
ishing in some quarters of 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
during the long hours on 
station. 

Two members of the 
ship’s company of RFA Fort 
Austin have been in 
demand during the latest 
deployment. 

STD Lee Greenwood, 
from Southampton, makes 
intricate cards by hand for 
anyone on board. 

“It’s just a little hobby, ” 
he said. 

1 don't drink or go down 
to the bar, so it helps to 
pass the time. 

“1 do all sorts of cards, 
some with artificial flowers, 
and I charge just enough to 
cover the cost of materials." 

Meanwhile Bosun Terry 
Simmons, from Hastings, 
relaxes by painting - and 
the results of his labours 
have been snapped up by 
coNeegues. 

Terry, who has been in the 
RFA for 31 years, took it up 
about six years ago on the 
suggestion of his wife. 

“It's a marvellous hobby - 
I couldn't shut my door at 
night and not do anything," 
he said. 

“I'm not good enough to 
support myself if I was to 
leave, but when I retire it will 
be a nice little earner." 

But he’s not ready to turn 
his back on the sea yet 

“I think this job Is great - 
It’s different every week," he 
said. 

“You are not stuck in an 




History beneath 


the captain’s table 

THE Task Group supply ship RFA Fort Austin 
carries a piece of history around with her. 

The underside of the table in the conference 
room is covered In graffiti from the Falklands 
War, made by people sheltering from 
Argentinian air attacks in San Carlos Water. 

One example, from May 25,1982, made by an 
air squadron lieutenant, saying he “hid his tim¬ 
orous body under this table yet again, believ¬ 
ing that If he couldn't see the Mirages, they cer¬ 
tainly couldn't see him." 

Visitors are usually invited under the table 
by Capt Alan Roach (pictured) to view the his¬ 
toric scribbiings. 


Air Force one in Gulf 


THERE may have been no 
RAF GR7 Harriers on hoard 
Invincible in the Gulf, but 
there was still an Air Force 
presence in the shape of 
Junior Technician Jane 
McFarlane. 

Jane joined the RAF in 
1988, but hardly imagined 
her posting to 1001 Signals 
Unit, RAF Oakhangcr in 
Hampshire, would lead to a 


life on the ocean wave. 

She volunteered for the 
posting as satellite communi¬ 
cations equipment maintain- 
cr to broaden her experience 
and indulge a passion for 
travel. 

But she noted that her 
interest in swimming had 
been difficult to satisfy on 
board, despite being sur¬ 
rounded by water... 


• RAF Jnr Tech Jane McFarlane. 



Hard work is rewarded 


THERE are always improvements 
to be made in any sphere of work - 
and some of those striving for 
improvement were recognised at 
the Captain's efficiency awards 
held in invincible while on patrol. 

CPO WE A McCarthy won the 
monthly efficiency award for his 
efforts in solving technical prob¬ 
lems, often while “suffering the 


A Gems award was made to 
POWAEM(M) Home, who on her 
own initiative conducted a thor¬ 
ough review of flight deck motor 
servicing, and her revised sched¬ 
ules should lengthen the life of 
equipment bringing large savings. 

Finally, Capt Burnell-Nuaent 
handed over the Acteon Prize from 
HMS Collingwood to OM(EW) 
Cook, for the best all-round perfor¬ 
mance on the OM1 course for lest 
autumn term. 


office. I love it, though it 
does take you away from 
your family. 



• STD Lee Greenwood. 


extremes of wind, movement and 
heat at the top of the meet" and 
working through visits to Dubai. 


Pictures by POA(PHOT) Kev Preece and LA(PHOT)s 
Rich Mattey, Nathan Dua and Gary Davies 
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Options 


Kosovo halts 
Nottingham's 
exercise 


A NATO exercise which was 
intended to form HMS 
Nottingham's last deployment 
before she began a year-long 
refit was cancelled in the wake 
of the Kosovo crisis. 

Instead of arriving at Portsmouth 
at the end of April as was originally 
intended, the Type 42 destroyer 
reached home on April 15 after a 


drastically re-arranged programme. 

She fired a 17-gun salute as she 
entered port, to mark the end of her 
second commission. It has lasted 
over seven years during which she 
travelled almost a quarter of a mil¬ 
lion miles. 

Nottingham was due to visit Tunis 
and Malta during the scratched 
Exercise Destined Glory, but instead 
called at Catania in Sicily, the 


Spanish ports of Malaga - where her 
ship's company witnessed the spec¬ 
tacular Easter devotional parade - 
and La Coruna. 

Her first stop in the Mediterranean 
was Gibraltar for a week's gunnery in 
support of a principal warfare offi¬ 
cers course. 

Members of the ship’s company 
held a Rock race and met up with 
wives and girlfriends, one of the 


more popular activities on offer 
being snowboarding in the Sierra 
Nevada mountains of Spain. 

While she was away, the ship’s 
company raised over £300 for Comic 
Relief, having had a special supply 
of red noses delivered. They were 
sent out on a routine RAF flight, with 
the help of Swindon's Sainsbury 
store manager Bill Baldwin and Fit Lt 
Simon Ling at RAF Lyneham. 


Chatham Navy 
Days free to 
Service people 

CHATHAM Navy Days will be free to members of the 
Armed Forces - as long as they go in uniform and 
produce Service identification. 


HMS CAVALIER is expect¬ 
ed to arrive at her new 
home at Chatham on 
Sunday May 16. 

The date has been 
announced by the HMS 
Cavalier (Chatham) Trust. 

The culmination of her 
towed Journey from Hebbum- 
on-Tyne will be marked by a 
celebration involving enter¬ 
tainment at The Strand, 
Gillingham where people are 
being advised to gather to wit¬ 
ness her mid-morning arrival. 

Meanwhile, members of over 
50 Naval associations are 
expected to attend the first 
Showcase Reunion organised 
by the HMS Cavalier Assoc¬ 
iation. The weekend event will 
be centred at the King Charles 
Hotel, Gillingham. 

The hotel, founded as a 
Naafi club in 1048, plans to 
name a suite after HMS 
Cavalier during the reunion. 

Information from Sid Anning 
on 01752 768201 or Debbie 
Degiorgio at the King Charles 
Hotel on 01634 830303. 


The announcement, which 
also applies to Service people's 
families, was made by the 
organisers of the event to be 
held at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard on May 29-31. 

Navy Days Director Bill Fowler 
said: “Chatham Navy Days is an 
opportunity for us to he proud of 
our Armed Forces. Offering free 
entry to serving personnel is a 
smafl token of our gratitude for the 
work they do.” 

Prc-booked family tickets for the 
event are £10, with three-day pass¬ 
es for families being sold at £24 
each. 

Over 1.500 Naval personnel arc 
already expected to arrive in 
Chatham in support of the event, 
which includes the Type 42 destroy¬ 
er HMS Exeter and the patrol ves¬ 
sel HMS Dasher, as well as displays 
and exhibitions ashore. 

“Allowing other serving mem¬ 
bers of the Armed Forces free 
entry will really add to the festival 
atmosphere," said Mr. Fowler. 

The event is being well support¬ 
ed by foreign navies. Germany is 
sending two minehunters and a 
supply ship. The Dutch will he rep¬ 
resented by the frigate Karel 
Doorman, the French by the mine- 


hunter Casiopec, and the Poles by 
the survey ship Hcwcliusz. The 
Belgians are sending the naval 
training vessel Zenobc Gramme 
and the Americans the fast patrol 
vessel USS Cydonc. 

Biggest of the sailing ships will 
be the Russian Sedov, while a fleet 
of historic vessels will indude 
steam tugs, a wartime RAF rescue 
launch, a sailing barge and up to 40 
Dunkirk little ships. 

Plans for the air display have 
been finalised and involve Jaguar, 
Tornado and Harrier jets. Sea 
King. Lynx and Gazelle heli¬ 
copters, and World War II aircraft 
of the historic flights of the Fleet 
Air Arm, the RAF and the 
Imperial War Museum. 

If booked before May 14. adult 
tickets are £4 and £1.60 for chil¬ 
dren (after that date prices arc £5 
and f2 with family tickets at £12). 
Chatham Navy Days ticket hotline 
is 01634 823807. 



HMS ORWELL’S new funnel 
badge of the First Patrol Boat 
Squadron - a flying fish with a 
scorpion’s tail - is displayed 
by the ship, pictured in the 
fuver Dart. Orwell Is the only 
River-class minesweeper 
remaining in service with the 
Royal Navy, all the other 14 
ships of the squadron being 
Archer-dees petrol veteelt. 
Under her new Commanding 
Officer, Lt Ian Clarke, Orwell 
will operate mainly off the 
South Coast this summer, pro¬ 
viding navigation training for 
vouna officers at Britannia 
Royal Naval College Dart¬ 
mouth. 


to be remembered for 


JUST A day before he died. Admiral of the Fleet Lord Lcwin 
said that he would most like to be remembered for improving 
mutual respect between officers and ratings. 


Vice Admiral Sir Roderick 
MacDonald repeated his words in 
an eulogy at a service, held at the 
Old Royal Naval C ollege Chapel, 
Greenwich, in celebration of the 
life of the former Chief of the 
Defence Staff. 

Admiral MacDonald said the 
last time he spoke to Admiral 
Lcwin, he had said he had had a 
marvellous life. 

“He paused and then said quiet- 


Cornwall’s freedom visit 


HMS CORNWALL has re¬ 
affirmed her Freedom of 
Cornwall by marching through 
the county city, Truro, accom¬ 
panied by the Royal Marines 
Band Lympstonc. 

The Type 22 frigate berthed at 
l-almouth for the four-day visit 
which included a service of thanks¬ 
giving in Thiro Cathedral and a 
reception at the County Hall. 

A Meet the Navy day was organ¬ 
ised on board for local headmas¬ 
ters and careers advisers, and tours 
were arranged for local school- 
children 

During the visit a total of £1.200 
was presented by the ship’s compa¬ 


ny to local charities. The money 
had been raised on board during 
the ship’s West Africa deployment 
last year. 

More Devonport 
buildings to let 

MORE buildings and waterfront 
facilities at Devonport Naval 
Base’s South Yard have been 
made available t<> let 

The move represents the second 
phase of a letting strategy which 
will lead to the creation of a com¬ 
mercial marine business park in 
areas not needed for operational 
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This Hagar 
is far from 
horrible 


A JUNIOR rates bar designed 
to rival any pub In Civvy Street 
is opened by the Commander 
of Devonport Naval Baee, 
Commodore Jonathon Reeve. 

The £190,000 development, 
dubbed Hagar’s (Hagar the 
Horrible being a strip-cartoon 
character), is within Drake 
Club and has been financed by 
the Ministry of Defence with 
XL Leisure, an arm of Naafi. 

Fitted out in the style of a 
theme pub, the bar is decorat¬ 
ed with pictures and items 
based on the TV comedy show 
Only Fools and Horses. 
Facilities include a fast-food 
outlet, pool table, darts, a live 
entertainment area and satel¬ 
lite and terrestrial TV shown 
on a large screen. 

Refer* UMPHOT) Jack Russo! 


ly: ’But what I would like to be 
remembered for is a real improve¬ 
ment of attitude and mutual 
respect between officer and rating, 
ana the effect that this has had on 
the wellbeing and efficiency of the 
Navy’.’’ 

The Ouecn was represented by 
the Duke of Edinburgh. Also 
attending the service - conducted 
by the Chaplain of the Reel, Dr 
Charles Stewart - were a host of 
present and former political and 
military leaders. 

A second service was being held 
on May 1, starting at noon, at the 
Church of St Thomas The Martyr, 
Newcastle, not at Greenwich as 
reported in our April issue. 

For details contact Mr Jewett on 
01661 853197. 

■ News view - page 20. 

702 Squadron's 
21st birthday 

THE LYNX aircrew and maintain- 
er training unit, 702 Naval Air 
Squadron, has celebrated its 21st 
birthday at RN air station 
Yeovilton. 

The event was timed to coincide 
with a wings parade, during which 
observer badges were presented to 
Rear Admiral Jonathon Band, 
Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff, 
and to Lts Catherine Malcv and 
Stewart McMichacl. Admiral 
Band also opened the newly com¬ 
pleted sauadron building. 

A birthday cake was cut by Jane 
Raggett, Vi ife of 702’s 
Commanding Officer, Lt Cdr 
Andy Raggett, and by Lt 
McMichacl, the youngest student 
on course. 

Uranium risks: 
info released 

A PAPER detailing the risks asso¬ 
ciated with depleted uranium, 
used in some British ammunition, 
has been published by the Ministry 
of Defence. 

Announcing the move. Armed 
Forces Minister Doug Henderson 
said it was important to be com¬ 
pletely open on the issue, and that 
of Gulf veterans’ illnesses. 

He added that in the context of 
the Gulf War the risks associated 
with depleted uranium had been 
small. “I am not aware of any UK 
( iull veteran who is sultcrmg from 
a depleted uranium related ill- 



































Where History is a White-Knuckle Ride 

OPEN FOR CHATHAM NAVY DAYS 
29th - 31st May 1999 
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BLAZER BUTTONS 

Full set of 7 men's enamelled blazer buttons In 
translucent dark blue. Gold plated Royal Navy 
Crown and trim adds that personal touch. 

£25.95 e«ct)UK 

£26.65 each surface mail abroad. 

Larger blazer buttons may be purchased separately 
for £2.SO each 



MATCHING CUFFLINKS 
£17.95 each UK 

£18.45 each surface mall abroad. 



NAUTICAL ANCHOR CORKSCREW 

Size: 17cm In length overall 

£14.95 each UK 
£15.45 each surface mall abroad 




1PINT STAR TANKARD 
£28.60 uk 

(For glassware outside the UK 
please phone for costs) 

MINI QUADRO & TOTS 

£32.99 each UK 


ROYAL NAVY CROWN OR 
ANCHOR CLOCK PAPERWEIGHTS 

These two solid brass paperweights have been hand 
polished and gold plated. The clock Insert Is a swIss quartz 
movement and Is accurate to ♦/- 0.15 seconds per month. 
The battery has an estimated life of 27 months. Presentation 
Boxed. 

£2 I .99 each UK 
£22.99 each Surface Mall Abroad 
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NAVY BLUE BASEBALL 
CAP WITH GREEN 
SUEDE PEAK 


£7.99 each UK 

£8.49 each Surface Mall Abroad 



FIVE PANEL BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available In black or blue 
(please specify) 

£3.99 each UK 

£4.49 each surface mall abroad. 


Calling all Navy News’ Subscribers - 

Did you know • that by quoting your unique subscriber number, you can get 
10% discount off any of Navy News' own promotional items advertised 

throughout the paper. 


© CROWN 
COPYRIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced with the 
permission of the 
Controller of HMSO 


FOR MORE DETAILS OF NAVY NEWS ITEMS PHONE 01705 733558 FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 


Precious 
Jewellery 

This elegant collection of brooches has been exclusively 
designed for Navy News by Sceptre Jewels of London. 
Each piece carrying a British hallmark. Either for a 
birthday or an anniversary gift these elegant brooches 
will cotnplirnetit that special occasion. 

This is a small range of some of our items of avaiLible jewellery . 
Please contact Navy News Offices for further details . 







To order any item on this page write to The Business Manager (JS5/99), Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order 
in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 
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Bicester's damage busters 


IF YOU want the best in the Fleet for damage limitation - call 
for some of these men from HMS Bicester. The minehunter's 


TRIP BY 


LONDON 


A PLEDGE that the Ministry 
of Defence will he at the heart 
of the ‘Modernising Govern¬ 
ment’ initiative has been made 


HMS LONDON, due to be paid off for disposal in 
June, is taking a curtain call - a month-long recruit¬ 


ing tour around Britain. 

Earlier this year the Type 22 
frigate returned to Dcvonport 
streaming a 5(X)ft paying-off 
ennant. hut she’s* been 
rough! out of semi-retirement 
to support a nation-wide 
recruiting drive. 

She will act as a platform for a 
series of visits sponsored by Kk*;iI 
RN Careers Offices. As well as 
conducting tours for visitors from 
schools, colleges and universities, 
the ship is hosting careers staff 

Defence 'at 
heart' ot 
Modernising 
Govt plan 


from Unral employment agencies 
and Job Centres. Her hangar is 
being used for displays and video 
shows explaining the Navy’s role, 
while members of the ship s com¬ 
pany are on hand to talk to visitors 
■boot their jobs and careen. 

Groups of potential recruits are 
joining the frigate for sea passages 
between ports of call. Among those 
embarked for the first leg of the 
tour between Plymouth and Leith 
in April were 24 students and two 
teachers from Torquay, and on a 
later trip to Swansea, students 
from Plymouth College of Further 
Education were being embarked. 

Other destinations included 
Harwich and Liverpool. 

The ship s C ommanding Officer. 
Cdr Tony McBarnet. said the tour 
presented an ideal opportunity to 
slum »*ii the Vu\ to potential 
recruits and raise the awareness of 
the Service in the community as a 
whole. 


KOUND-UK RECRUITING 


End of 1 st 

Frigate 

Squadron 

WITH THE paying off of 
three Type 22 Batch II frigates, 
the First and Second Frigate 
Squadrons are to be amalga¬ 
mated. 

The merged squadron will 
become the Second Frigate 
Squadron on September I, 
Captain F2 remaining as the 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Cornwall. 

Other vessels of the squadron - 
composed of Type 22 frigates - 
will be HM ships Chatham. 
Campbeltown, Cumberland, Cov¬ 
entry. Sheffield. Brave and Boxer 
(which is due for disposal at the 
end of November). 

Also, the duty of Captain Initial 
Sea Training will transfer to the 
C ommanding Officer of HMS 
Chatham on June 1. 

MOD launches 
news service 

AN ELECTRONIC news service 
has been launched by the Ministry 
of Defence for its personnel. 

Titled MOD On Line, it is being 
run by the Directorate of Internal 
Communications and Media 
Training and will eventually be 
available to everyone in MOD on 
networked computer. 

It aims to provide the "real 
story" when media reports are 
inaccurate or sensationalist and to 
provide an interactive service 
which will help to improve internal 
communication. 

The service intends to deliver 
directly to desktops by IOam each 
day. covering the main internal 
and external defence news stories 
and announcements. 

Subjects covered range from 
Kosovo to Iraq, as well as pay. pol¬ 
icy. personnel, sports and social 
news. (Details in General Defence 
Council Instruction 


by Defence Secretary George 
Robertson. 

As the employer of over 300,000 
people in the Armed Forces and 
Cfvfl Service, be said he a ppl a uded 
the White Paper on the mod¬ 
ernising initiative by Cabinet 
Office Minister Dr Jack 
Cunningham. 

"Modernising Government is 
about the public sector delivering 
results and valuing all our public 
servants,** he said. "I am deter¬ 
mined that MOD will be at the 
heart o! the Modernising 
Government programme which 
will benefit my people and the 
public alike." 

Examples of MOD best practice 
in modernising the way the 
Government dkfbusiness included 
- as well as the Strategic Defence 
Review - provision of joint med¬ 
ical care with military doctors 
working alongside NHS col¬ 
leagues. the veteran advice unit set 
up recently, and the award-win¬ 
ning GEMS suggestion scheme. 

"The GEMS scheme has 
been a particular success. ‘ 
he said. "Each year MOD 
staff generate ideas which 
save the taxpayer some £15 
million. ‘ 

Ministers also point with pride 
to the new' agencies which are fak¬ 
ing over the administration of 
large areas of Defence business. 

Among the latest to he formed 
are agencies dealing with procure¬ 
ment. transport and movements, 
and munitions for all three 
Services. 

On April 7 Defence Minister 
John Spellar opened the Defence 
Aviation and Repair Agency 
(DARA) at St Athan near C ardiff. 
It brings together the military’s 
fixed-wing and helicopter repair 
facilities, including the former RN 
aircraft yard at Flcctlands 
(Gosport), the largest helicopter 
repair facility in Europe. 


Nuclear. Biological and Chemical Damage control team have 
won the Fleet NBCD Challenge Trophy, being awarded here for 
their outstanding performance during operational training. 

The trophy was presented to the ship's Commanding 
Officer. Lt Cdr David Williams, by the Deputy Flag Officer 
Surface Flotilla. Commodore Laurie Hopkins. With them are 
(from left) CCMEA Ken Robinson. AB John Jones. CH Mark 
Chadwick and PO(MW) Neil Clark. 


Sailing Navy food 
wasn’t all that bad 

NEW INSIGHT'S into life in the Navy of the IKth and l l Jlh cen¬ 
turies are being presented in the latest permanent exhibition to 


be opened as part of the Roy a 

Final act at 
Portland 

THE FORMAL closure of RN 
air station Portland - HMS 
Osprey - on March 31 
marked the end of 150 
years of Naval links with 
the island. 

The First Sea Lord. 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, 
said that as the ensign was 
hauled down the Navy 
j could be prouo of wnat it 
had achieved there. 

The consistent mainte¬ 
nance of operational capa¬ 
bility at the optimum level 
has been commendable 
and in the finest traditions 
of the Fleet Air Arm." he 
said. I am heartened that 
the professional acumen 
ano esprit de corps that has 
become synonymous with 
the Lynx community is 
already being felt at 
Yeovilton." 


Naval Museum’s redevelopment. 

The interactive display at 
Portsmouth was opened to the 
public on April 24 and dispels 
many of the myths surrounding the 
way sailors lived in the Service’s 
wiHKien ships. 

A special video shows that food 
on hoard was much better than 
generally thought, and great pains 
were taken to ensure that ships' 
companies were healthy and fit. 
The exhibition also demonstrates 
that hie battles like that oi 
Trafalgar were relatively rare. 

On May 7 the Museum’s presi¬ 
dent, the Princess Koval, will offi¬ 
cially open the gallery, marking the 
completion of its £5 million devel¬ 
opment plan. 

VCs on Internet 

AN INTERNET website is to be 
set up to honour the valour of 
those awarded the Victoria Cross 
and George Cn>ss. 

Speaking at the VC and GC 
Assocation's 20th reunion dinner. 
Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson said the site would 
provide a valuable archive. Once 
established it would be updated by 
the Imperial War Museum. 


CHATHAM NAVY DAYS TICKET WINNERS 


WINNERS of the Navy News competition for 50 
family tickets for Chatham Navy Days, run in our 
March edition are: 

D F Abbs. Cromer J Gale Warmmsler. Mr & Mrs Osborne 
Tamworfh. R Small. Sunderland; B Pepre*. Haverfordwest J F 
Reveri Dover R W Worwood Birmingham. M E. Turner Imduden; 
Mrs Griffiths. Darttord. C W Cook. Reading. B. Haley. Darfcngton. G 
T Cote. Sitlingbourne S Peters Warndon; M D Hall. OsbakJwtck. M 
F Chapman Duxlord J Taylor Weslchlt on Sea S. J Purcell. 
Romford. L Jeffrey Sheerness. P Sharp. Basingstoke J Williams. 
Cattord. C Tfvrtte. S Norwood; V. F Dunham. Aytestord G F 


Chowtes. Sudhp. C Robinson. Preston N Ferneybough. Rochester. 
J D Higgens Borrow A J Easton Sleaford G A Lowe. Brertey Hill. 

J. Bright. Sittmgbourne. G Kay. Ramham. R Doten. Thames Mead. P 
T. Comer Ipswich K Taylor E Gnnstead: J Bullock Stoughbndge; 
D E Cote. Portsmouth J D OBnen. Manchester J R Harvey. 
Portsmouth R Lowes Lower Highgate R J Bowles Saffron Wakton 

K. R Batchelor Ware G Burns Basingstoke P McLaren. Bognor 
Regis. M J Napper Ctevedon M A Stokes. Rochtord. Winters tarn 
rfy. Birmingham. W Butter Islington D F Whybrow Chatham; R 
Chapman. Eppmg; J. S Buckingham. Northampton L W Sherwood. 
Folkestone 




DAS BOOT THE TV SERIES (English subtitles) | 


ORDER FORM 


CREDIT CARO HOTLINE 01371 873138 • HOTFAX 01371 873382 
E-mail: pressplay@pressplay.co.uk 


THE MODERN 
NAVY- 
4 video set 


Running time 
325 mms. 

ONLY 
£ 39.99 

NOW AT 


Name (please onnti_ 
Address 


Title 


The Modem Navy 4 video set 


Oty Unit Price 


34 99 


Postcode. 


. JN06661 


Your orders will normally be delivered within 7- 10 days but please 
allow 28 days lor delivery Otter only applies to UK. Channel Isles and 
BFP0 For overseas orders please include €2 50 pAp for each video 


Oas Boot 6 video set 


Victory at Sea 6 video set 


3999 


3999 


Subtotal 

P&P 


3.99 


Total Order Value 


NAVAL VIDEO 
at SPECIAL LOW PRICES 


Veteran war and foreign TV correspondent Desmond Hamill 
turns the spotlight on the British Royal Navy in the ever more 
perilous post-Cold War world. Featuring scores of 
warships from Britain and a 
dozen other nations, 
weapons from satellite 
trained naval guns to Cruise 
and Trident missiles. We 
have access on board ships 
from aircraft carriers to 
landing craft, to meet jet 
pilots and cooks. Admirals 
and ratings, to give this 
unique insight into The 
Modern Navy. 


I/ICTORY 

Kit sea 


Essex 


REDUCED 

PRICE 

An epic account of 
Allied naval 
operations aurmg 
WWll in every 
theatre of war An 
award-wtnnmg 
series each of these 
video double packs 
is over 3 hours 
'ong 

CM6 1XX 

.or debit my 


Post to; PRESSPLAY, FREEPOST CL3713. Dunmow, 

YES: Please send me the following videos l enclose my cheque/PO s to PRESSPLAY for £ 
VISA/MASTERCARD/AMEX/SWITCH Card No 

Expiry Oate- Signature 


In this series of six one-hour episodes. OAS BOOT gives an amazingly accurate 
account of Germany s elite U-Boat crewmen Told from the German perspective 
the crew aboard the U-96 are portrayed in a life-and-death struggle coping with 
endless hours of claustrophobic boredom giving way to terror when confronted 

- - fo»M Offer price only £39.99 
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Royal Naval 


£1,000 gift to 
Sailing Trust 
for disabled 

THE I1JXJ0 proceeds of charitable events run by Cticshunt 
branch over the past few years have been presented to the Jubilee 
Sailing Trust in the hope til at they will tic used to send a physi¬ 
cally disabled ex-RN person on one of the Trust’s voyages. 


Naval Quirks ■&&&%* 


[TALKING OF 
\jy£C£PTiOM .. 


ARMED BATTLESHIP 
"CENTURION" WAS GOT 


..HER PRESENCE HELPED 
TO DIVERT ENEMV 
80MB ERS FROM A 
MALTA CON VOS' IN I9<f2 


HAVE YOU MET THE 
CAPTAIN OF THE 
•‘DUMMY" ANSON? 



The Trust's rail ship Lord 
Nelson offers voyages to physical- 
h distibled and able-bodied peo¬ 
ple aged from If) to over TtL 
The LLOOOgift was presented to 
the secretary of the Trust s South 
Essex hmilch. John Marshall. Iw 
Chesfiuni branch's president. 
Shipmate Harold ChdtkWy, in the 
presence of 76 members. 

In return. Mi Marshall present' 
ed a framed photograph of the 
laird Nelson to the branch. 

Arun relics 
presented 
to museum 

MEMEMTOS of the River- -class 
minesweeper HMS Arun, which is 
now serving with the Brazilian 
Navy, have gone on show at 
Uf tic Hamptons town museum 
A ceremonial lifebelt, a crucifix 
with an inscribed RNA plague, 
and other, framed mementos, 
were handed over to the 
ASSOCia t ton's lilt I e h a nipt on 

branch when the ship was handed 
over to the Bra/ilia ns earlier this 
year. 

In lurn they were presented to 
the Chairman of Aiun District 
Council. (Hr limy Williamson, by 
the branch chairman, Shipmate 
'trim Harrison. 

Douglas is 
Area victor 

BRANCH member Shipmate 
Dmiglas Hughes won the No, 7 
Area standard bearers competi¬ 
tion hosted hv Monmouth branch. 


Memorial to 

Lucknow VC 


1915 veteran 
reaches 
his century 


A SAILOR who was 
awarded the Victoria 
Cross for his valour 
while fighting over 500 
miles from the sea was 
honoured by Greenwich 
branch of the RNA when 
a memorial to him was 
unveiled at Brompton 
cemetery. 

The Association members 
were guests at the ceremony 
for boatswain's mate John 
Harrison who was interred at 
the cemetery in 1865, He bud 
never fully recovered from the 
wounds and illness he had suf¬ 
fered while serving with the 
Naval Brigade during the 
Indian Mutiny campaign eight 
years before* 

Harrison, with another rating 
and an officer (I t Nowell Salmon) 
volunteered to climb a tree during 


the Battle of Lucknow to spol the 
enemy's positions on the town 
walls from where they were Hissing 
grenades on to the crews of the 
Naval Brigade's gun battery , 

Harrison's fellow rating was 
killed by musket fire, and Salmon - 
who also received the VC - was 
wounded. 


Harrison received his medal 
from Queen Victoria in person in 
185ft. He was discharged from the 
Navy a year later to join C usioms 
and Lveise. 1le never married. 

Greenwich branch’s standard 
was paraded in honour tif another 
early VC holder - sailor John 
lav lor w ho was awarded the medal 


Around the Branches 


Aldershot 

The branch's new standard was 
dedicated, and the old one laid up 
ai the Royal Garrison Church of 
All Saints. 

The service was conducted by 
the Veil Simon J, Golding, 
Archdeacon to the Royal Navy, 
after which 25 standards were 
paraded - including the national 
standard, with veterans marching 
to the music of the Sea Cadet hand 
of TS Swift sure. 

T he salute was taken by No. 3 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWIt ON VIDEO 


Part 10...E.1ND1ES BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase* 

Trine©. Sydney. Manus Sakisfwma sic Making maximum use of ail surviving RN 
archive Hm ibis tint of two projected videos is the most delmiitve story poss&to 
in camera lorm All other episodes suit avatlabte Part 9 Op .Neptune tp Day 
per>od) Fart & Op,Torch, Pad 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys Pad 6 
Perilous Waters lactam m the Atlantic* Pad 5 Tragedy & Triumph {Ba? of 
H Cape) down to and met Port 1 Battleships ot War Tach & 60 mins Puce UK 
£21.90 post paid Elsewhere add £3.05. For mulNofe orders large dtscounl 
available Full details of iftts 5 ail programmes send SAE 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE, ESCRlCK. N.YORKS YD4 6JH (01904) 728239 


^* Naw News 


in Museum Square at 
Chatham Navy Days 

* * A * m 

may - a i si 



Subscribe to 

aw News 



A Subscription means you will be: 

First to see the latest Hairy News tram around the world 

First to receive Special Offers 

Your copy ts delivered to your door, trot oft ttw press 


Name .... 
Address 


:J:.r 


SPECIAL PRICE BONANZA 
TO SUBSCRIBERS 

FOB A LIMITED PERIOD ONLY! 

Take out a 36mths U.K. 
Subscription and pay for 30mth$ 
at the SPECI AL PRICE of £32.50 
A great saving of £7.00 

Foreign Subscribers £39.00 

Don't Delay Send your Order 
TODAY for this Fantastic Offer! 

OFFER ENDS - 31st May 1999 

v Telephone 01705 826040 

To Navy News, Business Manager, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, England PCI 3HH 

Please send me a Navy News hot of the press every month. I would like the subscription 
tor UK at the speefal rale of f year £15.00 1 2 years £27.00 ; J 3 years £32.50 

OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF IRELAND. EUROPE, 
CANADA. USA & AUSTRALIA 1 year £18.50 O 2 years £32.00 3 3 years E39.00 LJ 
• AIH MAIL PRICES AVAILABLE OH REQUEST • 

Puxmini by ar fair mmimusi .U*m i't Orders in £ Storting amt drawn on tK bank is iwctm*d 

OH pay by Credit Cant i Credit Card orders muss hr mrr £5i using the C&ttptt *i an Page 4 
I Inc ft) tsdmmhtnuimi rout*, a refund rantint be gh'en if flu Mihscriptfan /* eutittiUd during l hr first fwa years- 

[ | This is a new subscription } ~| Renewed subscription 

^Please start subscription from month.......... 


Post Code .. 

Telephone No 


Aren president. Admiral Sir Derek 
Ref fell; Maj Gen T J, Sullivan; and 
ihe Mayor of Rushmottr. Cllr Peter 
Moyle. Others present included the 
president ufTS Swiftsure, Capt A. 
t. Thomson RN; ihe Assistant 
Chaplain General, the Rev P. 
How son (Chaplain to HQ 
AldershoQ; and Gerald Howarth 
MR 

Loughton 

Members welcomed AB Paul 
HcywtxnL a survivor of HMS 
Anielope which was hist in the 
la Ik lands campaign, and who now 
serves in HMS Ark Royal. Paul s 
fiancee, Jenny, was also welcomed 
as an associate member. 

At the branch's annual general 
meeting. Shipmate Harry Bowers, 
former vice president, was installed 
as president, tie received his badge 
of office from the chairman. 
Shipmate Pete Tipler. 

Deeside 

The 175ih anniversary of the 
Royal National lifeboat Institution 
was marked at a service of thanks- 

^ arranged by the branch and 
at St Marks Church, 
Conti a Its Quay. 

The service was conducted by 
the Rev Paul Varah. and the lessons 
were read by Ihe Lonl Ueutenant 
of Clwvd, Sir William Gladstone, 
and flint Lifeboat eox'n, Chris 
Barnes. Standards and repres en ts- 
tries of other evService associa¬ 
tions attended. 

Refresh me ills were provided al 
Dcesidc Naval Club w here a collec¬ 
tion raised over £HHt for the 
RNLLs local branch, 


for his action as a member of the 
Naval Brigade at Sebastopol dur 
ing the Crimean War in IH55. 

Taylor died a pauper and was 
buried in a common grave at 
Woolwich. Now* Greenwich 
branch hold an annual memorial 
service in his honour at Woolwich, 
conducted by the branch chaplain. 


at the CoHingwood Memorial near 
the entrance to Bland lord (amp 
on the A354, All are welcome, 

Cardiff 

Branch chairman Gordon 
Phillips was voted Shipmate of the 
Year, and received Ins trophy from 
Shipmate Peter I:vans. 

Members’ full programme of 
activities included a visit on April 
24 to the Licet Air Arm Museum at 
RN air station Yeovil ton, I ol lowed 
by a visit to C wmbran branch. A 
visit to HMS C ardiff was planned 
for May 3. 

The branch meets each Monday 
at 1930 at the Asherove Hotel, 
Newport Road, Cardin and wel¬ 
comes new members. 

Ferndown 

Members held a gala party to 
celebrate the 19th anniversary of 
ihe branch. 

Over 11X1 attended and were 
entertained by the Bob Collins 
Disco, 

The birthday cake was cut by the 

E resident. Shipmate (i, Curtis and 
is wife. 

Sketmersdale 

Comedian and singer Shep 
Woolley supplied the entertain* 
ment at a social evening held by 
Skclmersdale for various other 
branches from No, lit Area. 



HONORARY member of 
Hobart branch in 
Tasmania, Shipmate 
Harold Kitchens has 
celebrated his 100th 
birthday, 

Harold, who joined the 
Royal Navy in 1915 and 
served in both World Wars, 
was head of the key Allied 
communications base for 
South-East Asia Command 
at Trincomalee, Ceylon 
during the latter part of the 
war against Japan. 

Later, In 1947, he was 
seconded to the Royal 
Australian Navy where he 
first served at Watson’s 
Bay, Sydney, then as sec¬ 
retary of the Joint 
Communications 
Committee at the Defence 
Department in Melbourne, 
and finally as officer-in- 
charge of HMAS Ccona- 
wara, the RAN’s communi¬ 
cations base in Darwin. 

After his retirement he 
took part in research on 
guidance and communica¬ 
tions systems for the 
Australian government. 

Music and scientific and 
medical research remain 
his great interests. He 
keeps up to dale by read¬ 
ing research journals and 
The Economist - still with¬ 
out the need lor reading 
glasses - and he plays his 
electronic organ daily. 


Southport 


Despite si\ changes nl add revs, 
Ihe branch has flourished. thanks 
in its committee. Planned events 
include one to Skelnicrsdate 
branch an J participation m a Bailie 
of the Atlantic service and parade. 

Members meet on the first and 
third Wednesday ol each month at 
Ihe Conservative Club. Bath Street, 

Blandford 

The branch's annual service of 
remembrance to ihe f-irsi World 
War Collingwood Hal la lion of the 
Royal Naval Division will be hekl 
at f 5(K) on June 4, The unit was vir¬ 
tually wiped out at Gallipoli for 
which ihev embarked on June 4, 

ms. 

The service will be conducted by 
the Chaplain of HMS Coliingwood 



• Mayoral honour for Mid-Antrim branch treasurer. Shipmate Neit 
Hamilton, as the Mayor of Baltymena, Cflr James Currie f presents 
him with his life membership certificate, watched by associate 
member Shipmate Joe McXeman. 
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Sheppey’s big welcome for one of Navy’s smallest 


-\ 


THIS presentation of Isle of 
Sheppey's branch plaque to 
HMS Pursuer was the culmina¬ 
tion of a visit which forged 
strong links between the two. 

The plaque is being presented 
by Shipmate Jack Pleasence to the 
Commanding Officer of Pursuer, Lt 
Matthew Reed, on the fast patrol 
vessel's bridge. 

Pursuer, attached to Sussex 
University RN Unit, had been visit* 
ing Queensborough where the 
small ship's company and 
trainees, as well as RNA represen¬ 
tatives, were guests at a reception 
held by the Mayor of Swale 
Borough Council and Oueensbor* 
ough. 

Later in the visit, 12 branch 
members were welcomed on board 
Pursuer for a tour of the vessel and 
Jighi refreshments. 

Other of the branch's activities 
have included a trsh-and-chips 
supper as guests of Bromley 
branch, and attendance at 
Sheppey's monthly meeting ol Sea 
Cadets and staff from Chatham 
Recruiting Office. 


Southport 99 preview . . . 


by Shipmate Joan Kelly 


Move to cut 
Conference 
to every 
other year 


A CALL to reduce the fre- 
quency of the RNA 
National Conference 
from an annual event to 
one held every other 
year will he debated at 
this year s conference 
held at Southport on 
June 19. 

The proposal, by Tunbridge 
Wells branch, has the support 
of their Eastbourne shipmates, 
and moves that the Royal 
Charter be amended to read: 

“A meeting of at) members to lx: 
known as the biennial conference 
he held in every peritxl of two cal¬ 
endar years,* 


PICTURE PUZZLE 


The suggestion is being 
made against a background 
in which this year's confer¬ 
ence has only six proposals 
to debate - the lowest for 20 
years - and the year after 
the Bridlington conference 
agreed to only one of the ten 
proposals before it, where 
to meet in the year 2000. 

The RNA annual conference is, 
however, more than a forum for 
debate. It is where Headquarters 
renders an account of its steward¬ 
ship, where the National Council 
and its sub-committees report, and 
where policy is formed for the year 
ahead. 

The Association leadership sees 
this year's very low number of 
motions for debate, not as indiffer¬ 
ence, hut as acceptance for the way 
in which Headquarters is keeping 


the ship on a steady course. 

That members believe it is being 
steered in the right direction seems 
also to be shown by the fact that 
there is only one proposal Tor 
debate relating to the Association's 
finanaccs: 

Chester's motion (seconded by 
Oswestry) “That the Assoealion’s 
investment policy he altered to 
protide greater annual income, if 
necessary at the expense of capital 
growth." 

The National Council is asked in 
take action in two proposals by 
Blackpool and I vide, seconded In 
Wythe nsha we: 

“To review the supplemented 
Royal Charter rules and bylaws in 
order to propose or make amend¬ 
ments to clarify the requirements 
for trustees of RNA areas and 
branches,* 

Blackpool and Fykfc also ask the 
Council to confirm that branches, 
as agents of the Association, who 
collect subscription* for transmis¬ 
sion to Headquarters, be ade¬ 
quately indemnified by the 
Association against kiss. 

Finally, a proposal by Southend- 
on-Sea branch, seconded by 
Clacton, seeks to give all RNA 
Areas names as well as numbers. 


What went 
on at the 
AGMs... 

A HEALTHY bank balance 
was reported at Hereford 
branch annual general meet¬ 
ing by the treasurer. Shipmate 
Frank Short - who was pro* 
sented with his life member¬ 
ship badge. 

Other awards included life vice- 

I residencies for Shipmates Ernie 
ohnstorcc and and Eddie Davies. 

Standard bearer and welfare 
officer. Shipmate Mark Burgess, 
was elected Shipmate of the Year, 
and the Associate Member s Cup 
went to Mary Hilt Branch presi 
dent. Shipmate Roy Wood* 
presided, with Shipmate Nigel 
Trigg in the chair. 

At the Carshalton meeting a 
successful year was reported, with 
a membership increase to 63. 

Shipmate Alan Runt presided 
at the Leicester meeting where 
there was high praise for the stal¬ 
wart work of tne welfare officer. 
Shipmate Ron f jcc* and the social 
secretary. Shipmate Tony Bird. It 
was agreed that the branch charity 
for the year would be the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust. 

It was h up spirits' after the 
Chichester meeting to celebrate 
511 years’ service to the branch by 
the vice president. Shipmate Sid 
Dewitt, and his wife Joan. Apart 
from branch activities. Ski keeps 
an eye on the Seamen s Chapel in 
Chichester Cathedral to ensure 
that the ships Ivcll there is always 
gleaming. 

Life memberships were me- 
seated at the Southend-on-Sea 
meeting to the chairman. 
Shipmate Stanley Homer* and to 
Shipmate Lcs Farmer. The vice 
president. Shipmate Gerry 
Coufson, did the honours. 

Seventy-Five members attended 
the meeting, at which Shipmate 
IX*rek Dawson was re-elected vice 
chairman; Shipmate Norman 
Summer haves was re-elected sec¬ 
retary: and Shipmates Dennis 
] Jewison, John Bradbury and Fred 
Wool lard were re-elected to the 
committee. 

At Skelmersdaie A(iM t life 
membership certificates were pre¬ 
sented to Shipmates Bill Fenncy, a 
founder member and life vice 
president, and Shipmate Ernie 
Wilkins who has retired as stan¬ 
dard bearer after 12 years. 


Tobruk survivor honoured 


ONE OF only three remaining 
survivors of the 50 Royal 
Marines oul of 350 embarked in 
the destroyers MM ships Sikh 
and Zulu sunk In Tobruk har¬ 
bour has been awarded life 


membership of SI Albans 


Shipmate George Wright was 
captured by the Germans after 
the sinking and later handed 
over to the Italians. 



WINNER of our March 
Picture Puzzle competition 
was Mr Michael Box of 
Reading, 

He correctly identified HMS 
Queen Empress, a paddle 
steamer hired as a minesweep¬ 
er In World War i, and again in 
1939-45. in the latter half of that 
conflict she was used as an AA 
ship before being relumed to 
her commercial owners, 

Mr Box receives our prize of 
£30* 

A further £30 is offered for 
the name of this month's ship - 
and the title of the novel dedi¬ 
cated to her. 

Cwnpitti tot coupon tnd s*ftd It to 

Uuataru Dirliirn hj-fcu-u -- UUC LlUJWftft 

rvhiuf■, fWVy fwws r rwllutl, 

Portsmouth P01 3HM. Coupon* giving 
comet ■nmwtfs wHM go Into * prtia draw 


to wistoltf h a #itiiw 

Closing dale rot entries H June IS. 
More then one entry qjn b# submitted, but 
pholocoptei cannoi bo accepted 

Oo not include anything elee m yosn 


envelDpe no correspondence can bo 
entered into and no entry returned The 
winner wtH be announced In our Juty edi¬ 
tion. The competition Is not open to N#vy 
Maws employees or llett (aiiHlM. 


j MYSTERY PICTURE 51 

I 

| Name. 




i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

l 


Address 


My answer 


J 


Special Of 8 #®***- 

Seata umuolly mam t sam.&O I fi£7.0O 
-^s Now only mia.mo mor mormon 

■, it*.BEAUTYia> Beast 

v / ' LONDONS SMASH HIT MUSICAL 

♦ fll l | 

at the Dominion Theatre f 
Tottenham Court Road, London 
Ticket available throughout May 
3rd May — 31st May inclusive 

(Offer not available for Friday or Saturday performances) 

Monday to Thursday 7.30pm Performance 
Wednesday Matinee 2.30pm Performance 

To book die above offers Telephone 0171 ■ 416 - 607$ 

Credit Card bookings only. Offer open month of May only 
Pinnae quote NAVY NEWS to receive special prices 
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Options 


Helping Hands 






Royals put environment support boat back in water 


• Back in business - staff of the Ocean Defender and personnel from TRM Poole take the repaired 
RIB out for a test spin around Poole Quay. 


ROYAL Marines at Poole 
have saved an environmen¬ 
tal charity more than £2,000 
in labour costs by repairing 
their support boat. 

The crew of environmental 
vessel Ocean Defender found 
their RIB had fallen into a poor 
state of repair because of 
overuse. 

So the personnel of the 
Landing Craft Wing at Poole 
offered assistance, and within 
weeks CPOMEA Bradbeer and 
L/Cpl Berry had overhauled the 
craft and its engines. 

The RIB is now back on duty 
at Poole Quay as the charity's 
initial response craft to help in 
environmental rescue mis¬ 
sions. Ocean Defender, run by 
the charity Earthkind, arrived 
in Poole earlier this year to 
educate the public and school- 
children about conversation. 

The ship's master, Derek 
Fett, said: ‘It was great for the 
Marines to offer help in this 
way. 

The boat is absolutely 
essential to us and they've 
done a fantastic job in mend¬ 
ing it. We are very happy." 


Centre for Maritime Itesearrh 

PORT 

IV National Maritime Museum's 
information gateway oil tile \Yeh: 

■ lieljis you easily locate s|xvinlly sekvled Internet 
resources 

■ [Hunts to liiintlmls of rrsnurtvs on sulijn ls ranging 
irom naval construction to voyages of exploration 

Also eontuins electronic services 

developed by (he Centre: 

■ rrseiirrli guides, covering topics such as the Royal and 
Menhaiit Navies. shi|>|Hng com|>anies and whaling 

■ directories of events, booksellers and umvrrsiu ( (Hirst's 

■ NMM | MiMicaUons, including a new e-publishing title. 

Make the Museum's pufru'ar wur first hurt of call! 

littp://www.port.nnim.ac.uk 

VuhhmI M.miiiiH* Miim-iiiii. 

Cmtiwicli. I «union SK109NK 

l.nuiil: |M»rl(o iiniiii ;ir iiL 
I iiaMui^ l«vtiiN4nf!\ h\ KOMIS 


Retired officer 
will cycle to 
Brussels 

BKUSSEI.S by hike is the target 
for a retired Royal Navy captain. 

C'apt John Organ recently left 
the Senior Service after 37 years, 
and with time on his hands has 
decided to join the Royal British 
l egion Bike to Brussels event tin 

June io i v 

'Hie three-day ride will cover 
350kms. with the 100 Off 80 rulers 
spending up to six hours a day in 
tnc saddle. 

The Royal British Ixgion cares 
for serving and cx-Scrvicc person¬ 
nel and their l.imilies. providing 
support and access to residential 
and convalescent homes, provides 
visitors, holidays for the disabled, 
much-needed respite for carers 
and retraining for those leaving 
the Services. 

Any support for John should he 
directed to I. John Auhrey Close, 
Yatton Kcyncll, Chippenham. 
SNI4 7BCt telephone 01249 
783127. 


• CPOs Dave Cox, Craig Hutchinson and Mick Watt present 
a cheque for more than £700 to the Children s Centre, Hythe, 
on behalf of colleagues in the WOs and CPOs Mess of HMS 
Invincible. The money, raised during the carrier's Operation 
Bolton Gulf deployment of 1997-98, will be used towards the 
purchase of specialist liahting equipment, stimulating some 
of the more severely-affected children at the centre, which 
caters for children with learning difficulties and autism. 


A VILLAGE fete at sea was one 
of the fund-raising stunts which 
helped survey ship HMS 
Roebuck raise almost £500 for 
its affiliated town of Dideot dur¬ 
ing a charities day. 

The event, held while the shin was 
at anchor off the Isle of Man. 
included a 20.000m sponsored row 
which POSA Drew completed in 81 
minutes, raising more than C100. 

In a series of joh swaps, the 
C ommanding Officer. Cdr Robert 
Stewart, swapped with the leading chef, 
so while the CO slaved away in the galley 
his replacement hosted a luncheon party. 

The Navigating Officer and Supply 
Officer swapped with the stewards and 
were at the neck and call of the new CO. 

A village fete was held on the quarter¬ 
deck. including clay pigeon shooting, a 
fortune teller and a fresh fruit machine. 

Some were liberally doused with cold 
water while in the stocks, and the WE 
department demonstrated brawn and 
brain by winning the tug o' war and the 
fancy dress competition. 

Tnc day finished with a barbecue and 
hone raring, all owing the W rens mm to 
show then netting prowess 

The charities day brings the total raised 
by Roebuck for Dideot to over £720. 


Loose change 
mounts up 

A COLLECTION of dib- 
dob" - loose change left over 
from runs ashore in foreign 
ports - netted around £b0 for 
the British Epilepsy 
Association. 

The money was gathered 
during HMS Hurworth's epic 
sc\en-and-a-half month 
deployment with NATO's 
Standing Naval Force Channel 
last year, which saw her cross 
the Mlantic. 

The dih-doh included cur¬ 
rency from as far afield as 
Norway. Portugal, the United 
States. Canada and Iceland. 

The Hunt-class mine coun¬ 
termeasures vessel is in refit in 
Rosyth until the autumn. 

Nelson cash 
helps hospital 

A YEAR'S worth of fund¬ 
raising by HMS Nelson has 
resulted in the presentation 
of a cheque for £4,000 to the 
Portsmouth Hospital NHS 
Trust, the establishment's 
adopted charity for 1998. 

The money was specifi¬ 
cally targeted at the mater¬ 
nity wina and children's 
ward of St Mary's Hospital 
and the Macmillan Nurses. 

The cheque was received 
by Dr Golding on behalf of 
the hospital. 

Nepalese trek 
for deafblind 

A CHARITY which supports 
dcafhlind people seeks fund¬ 
raisers who would like to trek 
in Nepal. 

Seme i" organ bini the 
Annapurna Challenge 99. tak¬ 
ing groups of 25 trekkers in 
weeluj departures from 
October 21. Individuals are 
asked to make a £195 personal 
contribution and to raise a 
minimum of C2 j000l 

More info on 0870 129 0101. 

Red noses and 
cleaner cars 

MEDICS and mechanics 
from HMS Sultan raised 
£779 for Comic Relief this 
year. 

The Medical Department, 
led by POMA Craig Waylen, 
toured the establishment 
collecting money in fancy 
dress, while the Air 
Mechanics section, led by Lt 
Mike Hickson, opened a car 
wash for the day. 


FORCES AND 
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 
WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, 
INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS AS 
A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 


IF SO YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 


TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY, CONTACT: 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED 

TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) 

MARSH HOUSE 
92a MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DN84SZ 


ESTABLISHED 1988 


Tons of 
stamps 
for dogs 

STAMP collecting is some¬ 
thing Peter Robinson is 
very good at - he is thought 
to have collected more than 
400 million over the past 
few years. 

Peter, who was involved 
in Landing Ships Tank 
(Control) in the Korean War 
and is a member of the 
Royal British Legion and 
the Korean War Veterans, is 
now collecting used stamps 
and phone cards for his 
20th guide dog - and each 
dog represents a ton of 
stamps and cards. 

He spends most of his 
time sorting the material, 
getting through a record six 
tons (and obtaining six 
dogs) in 1997, which earned 
him a silver replica of a 
guide dog. 

But Peter also manages 
to get out and about. 
Having retired from news¬ 
papers ten years ago, he 
regularly visits Spain and 
was in Korea for the 40th 
anniversary of the cease¬ 
fire. 

Peter is glad to hear from 
anyone who can help him 
gather stamps or phone 
cards - he receives packets 
of stamps every day. 
Contact him at “Llamedos", 
51, Carlton Road, Sale, 
Cheshire, or telephone 0161 
282 1579. 


In Brief 


Village fete 
is all at sea 
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Iron Duke within 
fifteen miles of 
shore batteries 


Y ugoslav naval 
forces have been 
pinned down in 
Montenegro by a NATO 
flotilla which includes 
HMS Iron Duke. 

One of the biggest threats to 
warships in the area is from a 
surprise attack by fast, heavily 
armed craft carrying modem 
anti-ship missiles. 

And HMS Iron Duke, which 
sailed from Portsmouth in January, 
has been operating as close as 15 
nautical miles to potent Serbian 
shore batteries since arriving in the 
Adriatic to guard against the possi¬ 
bility. 

The ship's Lt Cdr Mark Irwin 
told Navy News : "Since the 
air campaign started HMS 
Iron Duke has truly been in 
the front line. 

“The ship has been flying active 
surface patrols at a high state of 
readiness and when not flying her 
Mk 8 Lynx helicopter ‘Red Lion’ 
has spent the vast majority of its 
time fully armed on deck with 
highly effective and battle-proven 
Sea Skua air-to-surfacc missiles 
loaded. 

“It has been co-operating with 
other units of NATO’s Standing 
Naval Force Mediterranean and 
flying patrols by day and night to 
keep up a continuous watch. 

The helicopter uses sophisticat¬ 
ed thermal imaging and radar to 
identify any Yugoslav naval forces. 

Lt Cdr Irwin said: “This is a vital 
task to ensure that Milosevic docs 



not attempt a demonstrative strike 
against NATO.” 

Iron Duke has also been guard¬ 
ing high value but less heavily 
armed units in the area and was on 
station when the first wave of 
Tomahawks was launched. 


Sailors in the operations room, 
deep in the heart of the ship, have 
been monitoring the trace of the 
cruise missiles on their screens as 
they seek out their targets inland. 

And at night, from the bridge of 
the ship, lookouts have seen the 


Splendid result for 
the Tomahawk team 



H MS SPLENDID'S firing of the Navy's 
first operational Tomahawk missile 
was made possible by a dedicated 
team from industry and the Submarine 
Service. 

The launch, on day one of NATO’s air cam¬ 
paign, followed an intensive development pro¬ 
gramme and successful trials in San Diego by 
the Royal Navy Tomahawk Land Attack (TLAM) 
team last November. 

The missile destroyed a small target 400 
miles away and the team's achievements, cou¬ 
pled with the submarine's performance in the 
Adriatic, has earned them the Procurement 
Executive's Project Team of Year’ award. 

The industry team was led by prime contrac¬ 
tor Lockheed Martin, and their TLAM Project 
Manager Andy Crofts was one of the first to 
hear of the award. 

In a letter announcing the decision, the PE 
said: "The success of the TLAM project owes a 
great deal to the hard work and professionalism 
of you, your staff and all of the UK sub contrac¬ 
tors." 

Work to adapt two further submarines for 
Tomahawk missiles is already in hand. 


• RIGHT: A map of the 
Balkans showing which Royal 
Navy warships are deployed 
in the region. Their actual 
positions have not been 
shown for obvious reasons. 

• LEFT: HMS Iron Duke. The 
ship is on the front line. 

red heat of booster motors as mis¬ 
siles arc launched from the sea. 

Meanwhile, the Ship's Company 
has kept up defence watches whicn 
means everybody on board work¬ 
ing six hours on, six hours off, car¬ 
rying life jackets and wearing white 
anti-flash gear. 

Iron Duke’s CO, Gdl (XVB 
Johnstone, said: “The Royal Navy 
provides the best training in the 
world and Iron Duke is well pre¬ 
pared. Everybody knows exactly 
what is required and we arc work¬ 
ing with a pleasing unity of pur¬ 
pose. While it is a worrying time, 
we are focused on our role and 
ready in all respects to do our 
duty.” 

After a short maintenance peri¬ 
od in Sicily, Iron Duke will return 
to the Adriatic and is not due back 
home until the end of July, by 
which time she will have been away 
from the UK for nearly seven 
months 



• PRAYERS: Iron Duke hosts an Easter service with fellow NATO 
sailors. Prayers were said for the people of Kosovo. pwu» iron Duke 



Shown smaller than 
actual u:r s* 



The Battle of Trafalgar 



• ABOVE: The RN’s first live fired Tomahawk missile off the coast of San Diego. The missile 
destroyed a small target 400 miles away. • ABOVE LEFT: Splendid takes the missile on board . 


Limited edition of 2,500 


An authentic hydrographic reproduction 
Hand decorated uith 22 carat gold 

Z| f noon on the 21st October IHOS. the English. 
JL JL French and Spanish Herts wen* preparing fcic haute 
off Spain’s Cape Trafalgar To salute Nelson’s victory at this 
famous conflict. Royal Doullon has released a magnificent 
Collector's Tankard 

It features a stunning depiction of the battle, taken from an 
original coloured engraving On the reverse b the battle 
plan, taken fmm the archives at the l nitre! Kingdom 
Hydrographic Office. As a finishing touch, each tankard 
b individually numbered and comes with a certificate of 
authenticity. 

The fine bone china tankard can be acquired tor JW9 9S. 
payable in 3 instalments of just &I6.6S. As the tankard b 
unique to Royal Doullon tn conjunction with the United 
Kingdom Hydnigraphic Office, we advise early ordering to 
avoid disappointment 
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Would you like a Naval Penfriend? 
A ten word advertisement in this 
column costs from as little as £10. 



HOWTO ADVERTISE: Simply write your 
message (MAX 15 WORDS) enclose 
cheque. PO for £10 (or more depending 
on the number of words) and send to: 
Pen friends’, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Replies to your 
box number will be forwarded on daily. 
(Payment by credit card/switch please 
use coupon on page 4) 

HOWTO REPLY: Any person who writes to 
an advertiser must use a stamped 
envelope bearing the advertisers box 
number dearly in the bottom left hand 
comer. The letter should then be enclosed 
in a second envelope and addressed as 
above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 


WRITE MESSAGE HERE 


Name:.... 
Address: 


Tel. No.:, 


BARBIE SEEKS Action 
Man 30+. Tall. dark. 
GSOH.Fricndship/romancc. 

BOX MAY I 

SWEDISH AMERICAN 
nurse wishes to correspond 
with marines and sailors 
with world wide interests. 
BOX MAY 2 

SINGLE FEMALE seeks 
penfriends serving in 
conflict or not, ALAPA. 

BOX MAY 3 

TWO BORED female 
undergraduates seek open 
minded naval entertainment 
Livcrpool/Tyneside. 

BOX MAY 4 

FREE AND single girl, Nikky, 
GSOH wants tun and 
friendship. BOX MAY 5 

ZESTY LADY , hazel eyes, 
5’4" single, adventurous 
activities, musical. ALA. 

BOX MAY 6 

LINDA FROM London 
WLTH from male penfriends 
35+ ALA. BOX MAY 23 
ATTRACTIVE SINGLE 

quiet, educated woman, 32, 
seeks male penfriends 28-40. 

BOX MAY 7 

FEMALE 48, caring, 
intelligent, attractive, 

independent. GSOH, N/S. 
Correspondencc/friendship. 

BOX MAY 8 

GRACE 24, seeks sailor. 
Likes pubs, exercise, having 
fun. GSOH. BOX MAY 9 

JODIE 18. blonde, blue eyes, 
looking for a shipmate. 

BOX MAY 10 

SLIM, PRETTY brunette 
(23) seeks blue eyed 
sailors for correspondence, 
friendship/romance. 

BOX MAY II 

LISA AGAIN!! 30. blue eyes, 
enjoys socialising, active 
pursuits. BOX MAY 12 

DONNA 33, mother of four, 
seeks Royal Marine friendship 
17. BOX MAY 13 
FUN LOVING Michelle 20, 
seeks RN Marine for 
friendship/relationship. 20+ 
ALAWP. BOX MAY 14 

WIDOW, 66, solvent, widely 
travelled, house/car owner. 
To meet sincere gent. 

BOX MAY 15 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for 
entry into the Navy News 
Penfnend Column arc subjected to 
copy approval. 

Navy News reserves the right to 
make any amendments which it 
considers necessary or to edit copy 
which is in excess of the number 
of words paid for. 


DEBBIE, 31, funloving career 
girl, seeks male for 
correspondence/friendship. 
GSOH photo appreciated. 

BOX MAY 16 

SUSAN, 40, seeks penfriend 
GSOH. Enjoys travel, music, 
gardening, writing letters. 

BOX MAY 17 

WIDOW 59, ex Pompey 
girl.GSOH all letters 
answered. BOX MAY 18 

GAYLE, 28, 5’ 2" brown hair. 
Enjoys pubs, theatre and 
formula one. BOX MAY 19 

MUTE BRUNETTE, K, 
seeks male sailor/marine 
penpals (30/46) with GSOH. 

BOX MAY 20 

SUZANNE - LIKES sports, 
music, travel, cinema, theatre, 
animals, bowling, keep fit & 
writing. Seeks penfriends 30+ 

BOX MAY 21 

ATTRACTIVE HANTS 

based female, 34, looking 
for friendship/romance. 

BOX MAY 22 


PERSONAL 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna Arnnu mawage — Jacuzzi. 
NEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN. 
Mon Sal I Oten midnight 
' ' - ] Sun I lam midnight 
FRIENDLY STAFF 


CalieiWB Key ham Rd Plymouth 

(opposite St I-rvam Catel 

•1752 55**55 

Vkkfcg aervk* Id: 0B31 524444. 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A 10) Choricy 
PR7 4BS of ring 01257 480155 
(24hours) 


r CONGRATULATIONS TO 

JOHN ELLIOTT 

Formerly of HMS*s Cumberland, 
Aunmia and I.CTs from Dover on 
your 80th birthday on 7th May 1999. 

Love from Dave, Tricia, 

Stuart and Natalie 
_( 
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Invincible takes the 






strain - 
again 

WITH A RUSH deployment to the Gulf 
in January and her latest diversion to 
the Balkans -HMS Invincible is earning 
a reputation as HMS Indispensable. 

The ship, whose last Gulf deployment was also 
extended, was due back in Portsmouth in April 
before she was sent to the coast of Albania. 

The Carrier Task Group arrived on station in the 
Ionian Sea on April 15 after a rapid transit of the Suez 
Canal and a resupply at Cyprus. 

And less than 48 hours later her Sea Harriers were 
engaged in combat air patrols high over Yugoslavia, 
boosting the UK contribution to the air campaign by 
35 per cent and send 


Report by 
Dominic Blake 
Pictures 
PO Kev Preece, 
LA Richard 
Mattey and LA 
Nathan Dua 


ing a clear message to 
Slobodan Milosevic 
that Britain means 
business. 

Invincible's Ship’s 
Company arc the first 
to aamit that morale 
took a nose-dive when 
they heard they were 
not going home as 
planned. 

With over 1,400 people on board the ship and her 
escort HMS Newcastle, the diversion to the Balkans 
has had a huge knock-on effect fur families at home. 
Weddings have been postponed, birthdays and 
anniversaries missed, holidays cancelled and several 
fathers have yet to sec their new-born children. 

But within a few days most had accepted the deci¬ 
sion and the reason for it. and few have been unmoved 
by graphic TV pictures reaching the ship showing the 
plight of Kosovo’s refugees. 

As Invincible’s AEM Mick Rourkc said: “There’s 
not a person on board who doesn’t want to go home 
but these people we arc helping haven’t got homes to 
go to, so we’ve got to think of ourselves as lucky." 


• CHAFF: AEM Rob Cerolen checks the cheff 
launcher on on 900 Squadron Sea Harrier 

Sea Kings 
training up 

SEA KING crews from the 
anti-submarine squadron 
in Invincible are training 
for the possibility that they 
will asked to assist in the 
refugee crisis. 

Lt Cdr Martyn Skeer, CO of 
the 814, said: “We don't know 
what our role will be at the 
moment but we can train for 
the possibilities. 

“We may be called upon to 
provide humanitarian aid, 
food, medical supplies or to 
fly passengers in. If we have 
to do this we will be working in 
mountainous areas and will 
need to practice this before 
going in operationally." 

Meanwhile, airborne early 
warning squadron 849 NAs 
are working closely with 800 
Squadron s Sea Harriers and 
are arranging low flying exer¬ 
cises in Italy and training with 
i alrc 


• HARD WORKER: HMS Invincible , due home 
In April , remains on active Service oft Albania. 

• HANDS ON CHECK: A pilot from 600 NAS 
(below) makes a visual inspection of his 
AMRAAM air - to-air missiles before launching a 
combat air petrol over the Balkans. 


Now that they arc on station they are determined to 
make their presence count and the hard work of every¬ 
one on board is helping to http At ship's primary 
weapon system, her Sea Harriers, in action. 

Invincible’s CO, Capt James Bumell-Nugent, 
said: “This is a dream ticket for the Sea 
Harriers, it’s exactly what they’re designed 
for. The Blue Vixen radar and AMRAAM mis¬ 
sile system is top of the range - It is the best 
in the world. 

“They arc a very good match for a MiG - particu¬ 
larly when flying in pairs - they have a longer range 
radar, better missiles and better pilots.” 

One of the most important contributions the air¬ 
craft can make is to bad weather operations as Capt 
Bumell-Nugent explained: “The Sea Harrier’s tech¬ 
nology is not affected by the weather - they can find 
their targets even through thick cloud. 

“Milosevic does not stop what he is doing just 
because the weather is bad. The Serbs could use clear 
air underneath cloud for bombing villages but the Sea 
Harrier will enable us to keep up the pressure on him. 

“If we can help keep his aircraft on the ground wc 
will be making a big contribution to the campaign. Any 
army that is deprived of f*“ e -- “ -" 


American aircraft. 


• UNLEASHING THE TIGER: A Sea King from 814 NAS prepares 

u _m_ee m - -- inrr •- 1 —1^1^ 
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Sea Harriers 
join the battle 


Continued from PI 


a real danger. 

To protect them, Milosevic’s 
forces have been copying the Iraqi 
dictator's policy of firing missiles 
ballistically or switching on radars, 
which gives their kication away, at 
the last moment and only when t.u 
gets are within range. 

Another pilot from the first mis¬ 
sion said: “Milosevic seems to 
have learned all the lessons that 
Saddam did a long time ago. He’s 
got more kit and very, very experi¬ 
enced operators, so the surface-to- 
air threat is pretty massive. 

“But it’s not a no-win situation. 
Wc arc really well equipped in 
terms of self protection - wc have 
defensive electronics, chaff 
launchers and flares. 

“Avoiding the missiles is just as 
important as the air-to-air threat 
and we have been training for just 
this sort of thing since arming 
back from Christmas leave. 
Whatever they throw at us - wc 
will be ready for it." 

One Royal Air Force pilot has 
already had a narrow escape over 
Yugoslavia after his GR7 Harrier 
bomber was kicked on to by a Serb 
missile system. 

His predicament was appreciat¬ 
ed by the 800 Squadron pilot who 
is a veteran of three tours m 
Bosnia and three in the Gulf, 
where he had a close shave him¬ 
self. 

“I was locked on to in Iraq, 
so it would be nothing new. 
We expect it and the 
moment it happens, the 
reaction is instinctive. 
That's what the training is 
all about." 

Another of 800 Squadron’s top 
priorities is to detect a variety of 
low-level aircraft which arc being 
used to attack Kosovar Albanians 
and which pose a threat to NATO 
troops in Albania and Macedonia. 

The pilot said: “These aircraft 
will hug the ground and in that 
respect they will be more difficult 
to detect on radar than the MiGs. 
But on the flip side, they arc easi¬ 
er to engage because they will not 
necessarily know where wc arc.” 

As more damage is done to 
Yugoslavia’s air defences, the Sea 
Harriers arc likely to be called on 
to fly alongside GR7 Harriers 
from 1 Squadron RAF which arc 
launching bombing raids from the 
Italian air base at Gioia Del Colic. 

The airman said: “At the 
moment, wc arc providing 
Defensive Counter Air cover 
which means that if enemy aircraft 
get airborne the bombers will 
withdraw and it’s our job to go in 
and shoot the bad guys. 

“What wc will probably be 
doing later on is providing 
Offensive Counter Air, which is 
what wc were doing in the Gulf. 
That means flying in direct sup¬ 
port o! RAI <»R 7 s from Oiok 
escorting them into theatre and 
providing fighter sweep.” 
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HMS Newcastle is the 
first line of defence 



• BALKANS EXPERT: Admiral 
Ian Fortes, Commander of the 
UK Task Force. 


Milosevic is 
'embodiment 
ot evil' says 
Admiral 

THE COMMANDER of the 
UK Task Group off Albania 
is an expert on the 
Balkans. 

Rear Admiral Ian Forbes 
worked at the MOD policy cen¬ 
tre for Yugoslavia before com¬ 
manding HMS Invincible while 
her Harriers engaged the 
Bosnian Serb army. 

His next fob was Military 
Adviser to the High 
Representative in Sarajevo 
and after years of studying 
the region, he is in no doubt 
about the root of the problem 
-Slobodan Milosevic. 

Admiral Forbes said: M l 
think that Mr Milosevic is the 
true embodiment of evil. 

He set the Balkans alight 
in the early ’90s and contin¬ 
ues to re-ignite it, and I very 
much hope that at some stage 
in the future he will be called 
to account for his crimes." 


W ITH OVER 1,000 NATO aircraft 
now operating in the Balkans 
HMS Newcastle faces a 
highly complex task in providing air 
defence for the carrier group. 

The Type 42 destroyer is maintaining a defen¬ 
sive umbrella around HMS Invincible in the 
Ionian Sea, keeping her safe while she punches 
her Harriers into Albania and beyond. 

But with such a huge range of aircraft, from fixed 
wing fast jets, helicopters and even commercial traffic 
operating in such a small area, the task can be a daunt¬ 
ing one. 

HMS Newcastle's CO. Cdr Steve Kenny, said: 
"Newcastle’s role is to ensure that anything that leaves 
the skies of Yugoslavia and ventures out over the sea is 
quickly identified, challenged and if necessary inter¬ 
cepted. 

“It is a very difficult and complex air environment. 
There are literally hundreds of aircraft operating from 
Italy into the South and East" 

Although an air attack is thought to be unlikely, the 
ship's Sea Dart missile system is constantly on line. 

Cdr Kenny said: “Yugoslavia has a very varied air 
force from the latest MiGs to the less capable Super 
Galebs but they are primarily a land based air force 
and rarely venture out over the sea. 

“But you can never count out the maverick, the indi¬ 
vidual within their armed forces who feels that their 
government is not doing enough, and takes it on them¬ 
selves to do more. 

“Whilst not discounting the threat, we arc well 
placed to deal with it should it come, with Sea Dart, 
which has proven itself in the Falk lands and the Gulf, 
and in test firings before we deployed on Operation 
Bolton 

As well as protecting the group from attack, 
Newcastle plays a role in identifying and tracking air 
traffic to help avoid the nightmare 
scenario of a blue on blue' where friendly aircraft arc 
attacked. Cdr Kenny said: “There arc weekly meetings 
to ensure dcconfliction of aircraft space into and out of 



• HMS Newcastle's CO: Cdr Steve Kenny 


Yugoslavia which is vital to avoid this ‘blue on blue’ 
scenario, which thank goodness, has not materialised 
to date, but I don’t think it will because we are dealing 
with professional people. 

“The real problem here is the weather. Two days ago 
we had a 45mph wind, cloud right down to the bottom 
and strong rain squalls and in that, with visibility 
markedly reduced, were rotary wing aircraft, military 
aircraft and civil aircraft. 

“That is where I think the danger lies, when the 
weather comes in and visibility reduces, the possibility 
of a ‘blue on blue’ or a misunderstanding because of 
the lack of ability to sec each other before it's too late.” 


Mammoth task for the RFA 


S HIPS of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
have been heavily engaged in the 
task of transporting troops to the 
Balkans. 

While RFAs Fort Austin and Bayleaf are 
keeping the carrier task group supplied with 
fuel and stores in the Ionian Sea, RFAs Sea 
Crusader and Sea Centurion have been ferry¬ 
ing British soldiers, tanks, vehicles and 
equipment from Marchwood Military Port and 
Emden in Germany. 


The heavy lift ships, which work for the 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force, were due to 
arrive in Greece as Navy News went to press, 
followed by the Landina Ship Logistics RFA 
Sir Geraint, the latest RFA to set sail from 
Marchwood near Southampton. For a full 
report, watch out for the next issue. 

Meanwhile. RFA Fort Grange is continuing 
to keep British troops serving in the 
Stabilisation Force in Bosnia supplied from 
the port of Split. 


• COMBAT AIR PATOL: A Sea Harrier from 900 Naval Air 
Squadron launches a combat air patrol from the deck of HMS 
Invincible as HMS Newcastle stands by. The Type 42 destroyer 
plays a vital role in protecting all the ships of the carrier task 
group, which includes RFAs Fort Austin and RFA Bayleaf. 

• OPERATIONS ROOM: OM2 Nick Stevens (below) tracking air¬ 
craft on the ship s 996 radar. With more than 1,000 aircraft mam 
operating in the area, putting together the maritime air picture is 
a complex and demanding task. 
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‘Well, It’s not “Pay as you Diet” 


- I A/fWSVIfWj —] 

‘Terry Lewin here 

O F ALL those I have known, he changed the least in his 
progress from Midshipman to Admiral." Thus Vice 
Admiral Sir Roderick MacDonald of his oldest friend, the 
late Admiral of the Fleet Lord Lewin at the celebration of his 
life at Greenwich last month. 

The day before he died Lewin said to him: "What I would 
like to be remembered for is a real improvement of attitude 
and mutual respect between officer and rating and the effect 
that this has had on the well being and efficiency of the Navy." 

The two things go together There is no quality of more 
value in the climb up the ladder than the ability to retain a rap¬ 
port with those treading on the bottom rungs. 

Lord Lewin had that quality. Whenever he called Navy 
News - and he frequently did - his boyish enthusiasm for 
whatever project he was leading was instantly infectious, so 
that it inevitably met with a like response 
"Terry Lewin here." was how he first introduced himself over 
the phone to this writer. "This might interest you ..." 

It was some time after he rang off that the penny dropped 
and I realised I had been talking to an Admiral of the Fleet 
"equally at home with the Queen or the younaest sailor." 

that is the epitaph he would have wished for. One that 
every officer in the Royal Navy should aspire to Not least 
because in the Navy, as anywhere else, it gets results. 

Hornblower touching 
on Kosovo 


L AST MONTH S final episode in TVs highly acclaimed 
Hornblower senes found our young hero heading up an 
expeditionary force into Revolutionary France, hoping to 
bring succour to a people riven by age old grievances of 
which he had small appreciation. 

Increasingly, he was forced to look on at a spate of sum¬ 
mary executions ordered by the evil aristo Moncoutant. pow¬ 
erless to intervene as a humanitarian tragedy unfolded 
around him. 

“Why were we there, sir - we were not wanted?" Horatio 
asked his CO at the end.To which his boss responded simply: 
"We are officers in the Royal Navy." Well, nothing much 
changes Today RN ships and their people are deployed in 
the Adriatic, doing their bit to sort out yet another explosion of 
internecine strife in the Balkans. Most of them probably 
understand little more about the background to this deeply 
sorry business than Homblower’s people did about theirs - 
and that goes for most of us. maybe - though there can be 
no doubt in their minds that here is something badly wrong to 
which they have a duty to respond. 



• Hornblower (loan Gruffudd) turns on the tyrant 
Moncoutant (Antony Sheri pleading with him to stop exe¬ 
cuting innocent people. From the ITV film The Frogs and 
the Lobsters, shown on Good Friday 


Pay As You Dine questionnaire out this month 


SAMPLE SURVEY 

ASKS: ‘ABE YOU 

BEING SERVED?' 


AN INDEPENDENT - and confidential - survey into 
Service messina needs has been commissioned by 
the Ministry of Defence’s Pay As You Dine team. 


Questionnaires will be sent 
out to a sample audience of 
over 20,000 Service men and 
women of all ranks and apes 
this month by the market 
research aivision of 
PriccwatcrhouscCoopcrs, the 
UK's biggest management 
consultants firm. 

The aim is to gain information 
on current messing arrangements 
and collect views on what should 
be done to improve them in future 
- together with attitudes tow.ml 
PAYE), planned as a fundamental 
change to the way food is paid tor 

Under the present system, Irv- 
ers-in have a deduction from pay 
of about £98 a month (£71 for mar¬ 
ried unaccompanied) regardless of 
the number of meals taken - and 
this only works because, on aver¬ 
age, Service men and women miss 
about half the meals available. 

Under PAYD this fixed rate 
deduction would cease - as would 
extra messing - and only items and 
meals actually consumed would be 
paid for. 

PAYD director Commodore 
Robert Bradshaw told Navy Nms it 
was a system of meal charging 
which reflected normal practice 
outside the Service environment 
aad would give caterers more flat 
ibility to respond to customer 
needs. 

“The primary aim of this survey 


is to enable Service men and 
women to give their opinions - and 
not those of their friends, col¬ 
leagues or bosses,** he said. 

‘This is a unique opportu¬ 
nity for them to comment 
upon a service for which 
they are paying - and that 
opportunity should not be 
wasted.'* 

He added that PAYD would not 
be introduced unless it showed 
value for money to the customer It 
would recognise the need for a bal¬ 
anced diet and would not be a fast 
food solution for Service catering. 

Preferred payment would be 
cashless and charges could be 
deducted direct from the pay 
account. There would be a core 
menu with a daily choice reflecting 
traditional meals and content and 
a set price, other items being 
priced individually. 

“PAYD will not remove the 
three tier messing system - but it 
could be a much wider concept 
than previously considered I urher 
attempts to introduce it were little 
more than a till at the end ot the 
servery. 

“It would offer the opportunity 
for Service caterers to work along¬ 
side commercial catering opera¬ 
tors, which in turn would increase 
their skill base and widen the 
opportunity for further employ¬ 
ment." 



• ONLY WHAT HE’S PAID FOR: MOD Whitehall canteen supervi¬ 
sor Karen Power swipes Commodore Robert Bradshaw s card. 
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KEEPING IT H\l THE FAMILY 


y 


SECOND Sea Lord Admiral Sir John 
Brigstocke signs the new Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines Families Association 
charter with the Associations 
Chairman Mrs Maxine James. 

Said Admiral Brigstocke: "I congratulate 
Mrs James and Mrs Lee Fletcher, as the 
founder members, on this significant step 
forward. 

Caring for our people is one of my prima¬ 
ry tasks. The Association will play an impor¬ 
tant part in this role by helping to foster 
ood two-way communications and contact 
etween the Naval Service and its families 
and by providing a recognised focus and 


independent source of information. 

"I also fully support the Association s role 
of helping to represent the views of Naval 
Service families on matters affecting Service 
life and look forward to seeing their contri¬ 
bution to the Ministerially-led Service 
Families Task Force* 


progress in making other Government 
departments aware of the problems of 
Service families, particularly regarding 
schools admission policies, job seekers 
allowance and the need to transfer special 
needs assessments, child minding registra¬ 
tion and NHS treatment on relocation. 


THE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 


C OMMODORE Leandro Gurina. who had been 
a young officer in the destroyer Hercules dur¬ 
ing the Falklands conflict, was among the 
veterans who met the Prince of Wales during 
his three-day visit to Argentina. 


Retired Surg Capt Rick 
Jolly, who commanded the 
field hospital at Ajax Bay. San 
Carlos, u.is iI k- only British 
veteran present at a wreath lay¬ 
ing ceremony at the Malvinas 
monument in Buenos Aires. 

Later the Prince flew from 
Uruguay to visit the Falklands 
where he attended ceremonies at 
Goose Green. San Carlos. Fox Bay 
and Fitzroy. casting a wreath into 
San Carlos Water in memory of 
I IMS Antelope and HMS Ardent. 

A planned visit to IIMS 
Dumbarton Castle had to be can¬ 
celled - but the Prince had the 
chance to meet members of her 
ship s company when he v isited the 
Tristar hangar display at Mount 
Pleasant airport before catching 
his flight back to the UK. 

The Falklands patrol ship had 
earlier taken part in Exercise 
Purple Strike, a joint exercise with 
the RAF and the Falkland Islands 
Resident Infantry Company, one 
of her roles being to transport RIC 
members to areas difficult to 
access by road. 

In this, 85 members of C 
Company, 1st Royal Gurkha 
Regiment, were embarked four at 
a time by Searider in San Carlos 
Water. Once on board, they were 
fed and led to auiet areas of the 
ship for some sleep before being 


taken across Falkland Sound to 
disembark at Port Howard, none 
of them getting their feet wet in the 
process - an important considera¬ 
tion for an infantryman. Lt Cdr 
Tupnen observed. 

Tne exercise culminated with a 
Company live fi rin gitladt which 
owing to certain flying limitations 
could not have been managed 
without the Dumbarton Castle’s 
involvement. 

Said Lt Cdr Tuppen: “This was 
.m excellent piece of ‘jointciy* 
which ably demonstrates some of 
the unique opportunities available 
in the Falklands. It was a very good 
whole ship manpower co-ordina¬ 
tion evolution and everybody 
enjoyed the interaction between 
the Army and ourselves." 

Hie Prince of Wales had a taste 
of another side of Naval training 
wh en he made an informal visit to 
BRNC Dartmouth - currently run 
bv his onetime First Lieutenant in 
IIMS Bronington. Commodore 
Ron c 3am 

First stop was the Bridge Trainer 
to meet staff and Young Officers 
and then to Fisher ll.ill. where he 
tmsisd a plagnr to mark the 
opening of the new indoor drill 

The Prince also visited the train¬ 
ing ship Hindostan before making 
the round of the college's class¬ 
rooms and laboratories. 


# Above left: The Prince of 
Wales meets S/Lt Mohammed 
Magrey one of the Young 
Officers on board the 
Hindostan at Dartmouth. Chief 
River Instructor CPO Dave 
Logan, who has lately received 
the MBE from the Queen, looks 
on. 

Above right: with (left to 
right) Lt Dave Swigciski, Lt Cdr 
Russ Tuppin (the ship s CO), Lt 
Emma Perry, PO Ollie Burton 
and CPO Ian Gorman of HMS 
Dumbarton Castle at Mount 
Pleasant airport. 


‘Huntley’ Bishopsteignton, Teignmouth, Devon 


*HUNTLY\ the Officers* Association country home in South Devon 
is situated in its own extensive landscaped grounds, south facing over 
the Teign estuary. Its elegance and style will appeal to the single ex¬ 
officer of either sex. It offers comfort, security and peace of mind of a 
community while preserving the independence and privacy of its 
individual residents. It may well be likened to a well run Officers’ Mess. 
All the residents have a single room, many with en suite facilities. 
Spacious public rooms include a dining room. Drawing room. Library, Snooker room. 
Ante room and two TV rooms. Applicants should normally be between 65 and 80 years 
of age, have held a commission and should not be in need of special nursing care, 
although the stafT includes nurses to deal with minor ailments. Being supported by 
the Officers* Association the fees are modest and do not reflect the very high level of 
comfort and service provided. 

For further details write or call: 

Assistant General Secretary 
The Officers* Association 
48, Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5JY 

Telephone: 0171 389 5204 


Options 
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ALTHOUGH the audltlOf 
daunting process, staff a 
Marines School of Music 
for potential, rather than 
musicians. 

A 40-minute aural test may if 
down pitches, a tour-bar mefc 
and describing sis triads ss m 
Candidates, aged between 1 
be put through a five-part gym 
fng of log lumps, mink cu 
Inclined pull-ups and a 300-yai 
Further physical exertion 1 
shape of a 1.5 mile timed run. 
There will be a dental Mipst 
The formation of teeth and 
mouth will help determine \ 


THE DUALITY of the students at the RMSM can 
be gauged from two award-winners currently 
learning their trade. 

Musician Julie Martin {20), who joined in 
September, has been learning bassoon and 
cello. 

But she 1$ also a world champion on the bag¬ 
pipes - she was a member of the Dr Wright 
Memorial Pipe Band which won the World Pipe 
Sand championships in Glasgow in 1997 and 
1998. 

'I'm really enjoying it here, though it Is hard 
work/ 4 said Julie, 

Tm playing two new instruments from 
scratch, but it s going well * I seem to be doing 
OK so tar* 

"I always wanted to do music at the RMSM - it 
seemed to be just what I wanted. 

“t practise for about six hours a day on my offi¬ 
cial instruments, and then 1 do a bit extra on my 
bagpipes. 

‘'Although I am not officially a piper - I do it in 
my own time - hopefully I will get a chance to use 
It in the Royal Marines." 

Julie will be looking for a world title hat-trick in 
August, when she will also be competing as a 
solo piper* 

Fellow student Ann Jonassen (19) has also 
created a track record for herself at an early 
stage, winning the top prize Silver Medal at this 


years CasseM Prize competition. 

Ann, a flautist who also plays saxophone, 
said: “I am really pleased to have won, because 
it's a prestigious competition within the Band 
Service, 

‘Hopefully it will be a stepping stone to better 
things, professionally and within the Royal 
Marines*" 

Ann has been at the school for about a year 
and a half, but had an open mind about what life 
would be tike in the Royal Marines. 

M l wasn't sure what to expect when I came 
here, but I really like the way the practice time is 
divided up, and the fact that so much time is 
spent on different combinations. 

*1 never wanted to go to study music at uni¬ 
versity. I wanted to put music into practice, 
rather than write essays, and I always liked mili¬ 
tary music, so this was perfect 

*1 always wanted to see the world as weil - so, 
fingers crossed!" 

Musician Andy Wighton (23) is one of the older 
hands, having joined in 1996. 

"Its been brilliant,' 1 said Andy, who plays tuba, 
string bass and bass guitar. 

“Top-class teachers come In and teach you; it 
really inspires you to play* 

“And going out to play lor the public, which is 
what we joined to do, gives you a good feeling, 
because people really appreciate It* 


Students scoop awards 


behind the drum major while play¬ 
ing faultlessly on their instruments 

Others may see them performing 
as an orchestra, or 
maybe as a dance 
band at a formal 
fund km. 

Still others may 
prefer I he swing of 
the big band, or 
maybe a looser 
jar/ performance, 
or even a rock 
band. Same people 
- different sel¬ 
lings. Ami often 
different instru¬ 
ments, too. 

Staffing require¬ 
ments, driven by 
the need Tor a 
band to instantly 
turn into an 
orchestra, means 
that musicians 
must be versatile - 
double-handing is 
the norm, and oth¬ 
ers may play three 
instruments. 

The musician marching with the 
euphonium will also be an accom¬ 
plished cellist as well, a clarinetist 
will a ho play violin, and the tuba 
player will also play string bass and 
electric bass for a dance band. 

Similarly, pianists will abo be 
expected to play comet and clar¬ 
inet 

"Wc have to have the balance to 
be able to convert a wind band to 
an orchestra,” said Sgt Neil 
Silvester, RMSM secretary. 

■*We have to have set combina¬ 
tions, You might have six clarinets 
in the wind band, but you only need 
two in the orchestra, so the other 
four would play violin, for exam¬ 
ple. * 

High standards apply from the 
very beginning - the audition 
process tests not just musical abili¬ 
ty but stamina and character as 
well. 

The new arrival at the RMSM 
has a training schedule of two years 
eight months - a year less in the 
Buglers Branch - and much of that 
time will be spent perfecting their 
musical talent. 


But there is the other side 
of military life to team as 
well, and" for the first 15 
weeks of the initial training 
phase there is precious little 
music to be played. 

Drill has to be learned 
(for discipline, as well as to 
develop the particular skills 
required to march an intri¬ 
cate pattern while perform¬ 
ing in a ceremonial band), a 
aixid level of fitnevs has to 
be maintained (apart from 
strenuous infantry training. 

RM bands have no roadies - 
the performers get lo lug all 
the equipment as well as 
play it), and first-aid courses 
prepare personnel for their 
wartime duties in field hos¬ 
pitals, hospital ships or casu¬ 
alty clearing centres. 

After this initial burst of 
activity things settle down. 

Much of their time is spent 
in their individual ‘practice 
rooms* - the cells of the old 
DQs, though ram there are 
handles on the inside as well 
as the outside. 

Here they have two or 
three formal one-to-one ses¬ 
sions each week with visiting 
professors of music, often 
leading musicians with top 
London orchestras. 

Permanently on hand are 
Band Service NCO instruc¬ 
tors - specialists in particu¬ 
lar instruments who can help 
put the professorial theory 
into practice. 

There are also classes in 
aural training, elements of 
music, orchestra instrumen¬ 
tal, choir and hand practice, 
with full orchestral practice 
and dance band work com¬ 
ing in later. 

The idea of creating a for¬ 
mal qualification arose when 
the University of Pom- 
mouth’s Director of Music. 

Dr William McVicker. visit¬ 
ed the school shortly after it 
opened. 

He was so impressed - 
school has access to the HQ Band 
Service's fine collection of instru¬ 
ments, repair shop and extensive 
music library, and has numerous 
practice and performance facilities 
- that he broached the subject of 
format links. 

Joint performances between 
civilian and military students were 
just the start, and two years ago the 
school's tuition had been devel¬ 
oped into a formal course structure 


• Top piper - Musician Julie Martin, a 
pipe band for the past two years. 


the 


offering a range 
‘ i HieJ 


of awards from 
Certificate in Higher Education to 
Masters and beyond. 

There are currently 41 students 
at the school, who will 


feed through to the five 
the RM Band Service - based at 
Portsmouth, CTCRM in 
Lympstone, BRNC Dartmouth, 
HMS Raleigh in Cornwall and 
Scotland - whose strength is 
around 350 men and women. 

There arc roughly equal num¬ 
bers or mates and females, a ratio 
steadily built up since the service 
was opened lo women six years 
ago. 

Although one of Jhc most presti¬ 
gious opportunities has now gone - 
a bandsman or woman in the 
Yacht would have expected to 
for heads of stale and royalty, as 
welt as taking part in high-profile 
ceremonies around the world - 
there are still plenty of perks to the 
job. 

Mess dinners, Wembley cup 
finals. Beating Retreat, herald 
trumpet fanfares and media work 
are alt regulars on the RM band 
Service schedule, and there is often 
scope - if they can find the time 


! Royal 
to play 


• Quiet practice - Musician Alison Brooke-Coaker- on the piano 
in a practice room r one of the ofd ceils of the Detention Quarters. 


• Musical study - Musician Andy Wighton playing the tuba and (inset) on electric bass , with string 
basses and other bass guitars behind him. fwu** ^ ^ ^ (Fmj) 


T HE lung, red-brick 
building has a surpris¬ 
ingly light and airy 
fed for a purpose-built 
prison, but there is nn mis¬ 
taking the standard design - 
rows of identical doors, one 
set on the ground floor, two 
above around galleries. 

Not the first place you would 
think of putting a prestigious 
music school * but then the 
Royal Marines Band Service is 
a deceptive group of people. 
And it is here in the former 
detent ion quarters - DQs - in 
HMS Nelson that the mutlt-talcfu- 


ed. disciplined bandsmen and 
women of the future are put 
through their exacting paces. 

The School returned to 
Portsmouth from t>cal in IW6. and 
the move is already starting to pay 
dividends for both the Band 
Service and the individuals within 
it. 

R>r a link with the local universi¬ 
ty has led to (he school's activities 
being academically codified, open¬ 
ing the way for a series of widely- 
recognised qualifications - includ¬ 
ing degrees - to be conferred on 
military musicians. 

Few people see the full range of 
an RM musician's talents. 

There are those who love the 
spectacle of the marching band. 


where the musicians, in blue uni¬ 
forms and trademark white hel¬ 
mets, perform like clockwork 


The old Royal Navy Detention Quarters In 
HMS Nelson now houses the Royal 
Marines School of Music - and its return to 
Portsmouth is paying dividends, as MIKE 
GRAY reports. 
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ns test potential - and fitness 


\ seems a 
t the Royal 
are looking 
for polished 

tclude writing 
odic dictation 
ajor or minor, 
6 and 27, will 
tost consist- 
tris, burpees, 
rd sprint, 
otiows in the 


tfion. 


of the 


shape 
which instru¬ 


ments are most suitable. 

An audition on the candidate s instrument 
will be he id, but that may be supplemented 
by trials on other instruments. 

A potential band member may try up to 
five different ones during an afternoon, 
some o! which he or she has never played 
before. 

Again, the trained eye and ear of the pro¬ 
fessor and Instructor wlH judge the potential 
of the candidate. 

An individual interview rounds off the 
process, when senior members of staff fill in 
some of the background details about each 
candidate, and they in turn are questioned 
about the Band Service. 

During the audition process there is also 
a chance for potential recruits to see the 


types of weapons they will be expected to 
handle in the Royal Marines, and an intro¬ 
ductory film and brief are presented to give 
a complete picture. 

Ail being well, a successful candidate will 
be told by letter that they have been accept¬ 
ed, both In terms of musical ability and fit¬ 
ness to join the Royal Marines, and whether 
they will be expected to team new fnstru- 


. 


_ 


Auditions are held three times a year for 
one entry in September, and mere are nor¬ 
mally three budding musicians chasing 
each place at the school. 

This year there is a larger entry than nor¬ 
mal - the school is seeking 27 musicians 
and four bugler*. 


to pursue a musical career outside 
the requirements of the Band 
Service. 

But the School has a wider remit 
than just newcomers. 

Musicians return to Nebon for 
higher training to take a leading 
role in the Band Service, 

In order to win promotion, must- 
:al skills must be complemented by 
leadership qualities, and the sue- 
jessful musicians go on to the posi¬ 
tions of Band Corporal and Band 
Sergeant. 

A further intensive course study¬ 
ing conducting, aural, orchestra¬ 
tion, arranging, harmony and com¬ 
position, counterpoint, among 
ither subjects, opens the way to 
Bandmaster - and the possibility of 
v commission, as all officers in the 
Band Sen-ice are promoted from 
the ranks io maintain the crucial 
>a lance of musical ability and lead- 
;rship, 

• Gallery gathering - students 
on the top floor of the old 
Royal Navy Detention Quart¬ 
ers, now converted into 74 sin¬ 
gle and double practice rooms, 

Ac**# PCHPHOT) Orw Coombs (DNR) 


m On the beat - Cpt Chris Boulton leads a drum session. 


member of the 
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At Your Leisure 



How the Vicar and Sibly tailed to make music... 


• St John's Chapel, Portsea, 
where Stephen Sibly was 
organist for nearly 50 years 
after It was built In 1789. 
Destroyed by bombs 1940. 



L OSS of life through battle, illness or 
severe injury coupled with long 
absences abroad meant Naval fami¬ 
lies in Nelson’s day often became desti¬ 
tute. 

Special concerts were given in many towns 
to raise funds for them - and Music in 
Portsmouth (1789*1842). latest in the excellent 
Portsmouth Papers series, reveals that a wealth 
of musical talent was available on Portsea 
Island for the purpose. 

Working from reports and advertisements in 
the local press, Frank Warren and Irwen 
Cockman have discovered the unsung hero 
behind the organisation of many of them - one 
Stephen Sibly, of Salisbury, who was appointed 
organist at St John's Chapel in 1789 and also at 
St Thomas’s, Portsmouth in 1795 - posts he 
held for nearly 50 years. 

Visits of artists of the calibre of Paganini. 
Strauss, Liszt and Haydn show how hiahly 
Portsmouth rated in the itinerary of top-class 
performers of the day and Sibly was in large 
measure responsible for making musical life in 
the town as lively as that in any outside 
London. 

The Austrian Joseph Haydn was by far the 
most popular of contemporary composers fea¬ 
tured in the programmes. In 1794 he visited 
Portsmouth and found the newspapers full of 
graphic stories of ruined French ships being 
towed into the harbour. 

King George III had come to view the dead 
and wounded. Haydn would have liked to wit¬ 
ness this for himself and wrote in his journal: 


M But I could not go there (the dockyard) 
because I am a foreigner." 

By 1840 Sibly was nearly blind and his son 
Edward deputised as organist at St Thomas's. 
The Vicar, the Rev J. P. McGhie. took a dislike to 
him and asked the Churchwardens to appoint 
another deputy and call on Sibly Snr to resign - 
which would, ironically, have reduced the man 
who had done so much for the poor to beggary 
himself. 

Sibly took legal advice and said the 
Parishoners alone had a right to make such a 
demand - and it seems they stood by the old 
man. for when he died two years later he was 
still in possession of the organ key. 

It was not Edward's inability as an organist 
that was the cause of the trouble, apparently. 
An account found in a volume of newspaper 
cuttings is quoted: "The Organ had been some 
time played by Edward Sibly for his father. 
Parson McGhie urged this man to marry a 
woman with whom he was supposed to cohab¬ 
it. lest the church should be scandalized. He 
complied solely at the Parson s instigation, and 
commenced a life of reformation. But. no. this 
was not enough. McGhie. whose ear, I under¬ 
stand is as dull as a deal board, has taken a 
fancy that he is a great judge of music. Sibly 
has been obliged to lower the key of many of 
the tunes, to suit the cracked voices of a parcel 
of squalling boys, and this every musician 
knows will nine times out of ten entirely destroy 
their melody. 

• Available from Portsmouth City Museum at 
£2.20 plus 50p pp. cheques payable to 
Portsmouth City Council. 
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Coles’ black night 
off Cap Finisterre 


C APT Cowper Phipps 
Coles was the inventor 
of the British 
turntable turret sys¬ 
tem of mounting guns in war¬ 
ships. lie was also the designer 
of HMS Captain, the lust sea 
going turret warship built to 
provide all-round firepower. 

The Captain was therefore the 
first in the line of innovative 
designs that reached a peak before 
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World War II. Unfortunately, she 
capsi/cd and sank in .i Bile ‘>11 
Finisterre on the night of 
September fi/7 1870, just four 
months after being commissioned. 
There were only 18 survivors out of 
500. 

In the lengthy controversy that 
followed there was a row between 
Coles and the Admiralty 
Constructor, Edward Reed, who 
had claimed the design had been 
potentially dangerous. 

He had warned when examining 
the original plans: M Thc hull 
appears to me to be somewhat 
heavily designed in places, and the 
weight allowed for barely sutti 
cicnt, and if any suggestions of 
mine led to increased weight occa¬ 
sion might thus be afforded for a 
transfer to this department of a 


responsibility which docs not 
belong to it. in the event of the ship 
proving too deeply immersed." 

When she was complete and 
ready for sea n was estimated she 
would exceed her designed weight 
by 427 tons and therefore float at 
least 13 ins deeper than planned. 

i oio bad nrfcinaiji estimated .« 
crew of 400 men: the Admiralty 
reckoned 500. Reed had worked 
out that the extra complement 
would increase the weight carried 
by 50 tons, sinking the ship a fur¬ 
ther inch or two. 

Arthur Hawkey notes in his 
study of the disaster Black Night 
off Finisterre (Airlifc £19.95) that 
no evidence survived of the state of 
the Captain’s trim when she 
foundered but that the Ice deck 
had been observed to he perma- 



• Capt Cowper Phipps Coles 

ncntly awash during the afternoon. 

C apt Hugh Burgoyne VC. who 
died with his shin and Coles both 
had practical sailing experience in 
the snip w hich had seemed to deny 
all misgivings about sails and low 
freeboard - and had given them a 
dangerous confidence in her. 

The court martial concluded, in 
effect, that they did not have the 
doom-laden scientific evidence 
against her and thought, notwith¬ 
standing all the Jeremiahs, that she 
was perfectly seaworthy. 


So-o-o-o 20th 

century, Mel! 


M - ’AKE it again, Sam. 

Scarcely a week 
goes by without a 
hit of cinematic 
recycling in the form of a 
sequel or a remake. The big 
part of Mel Gibson s output 
nas been one or the other, and 
after Ransom . which was a re¬ 
working ol a Glenn Cud 
thriller from 1955, he comes up 
with Payback, which turns out 
to he a new version of the old 
Lee Marvin classic Point Blank. 

No more Mr Nice Guy" the 
film’s poster warns us. and it’s true 
- Mcl may still he the hero, hut 
now he's ruthless with it. He plays 
a robber, double-crossed and left 
for dead in the aftermath of a 
heist. 


Recovering, he embarks on a 
programme of revenge and loot- 
retrieval, despite hordes of 
Chinese gangsters from whom the 
money was stolen in the first place. 


a couple ot crooked cops and the 
Mafia, with whom his quarry is 
now associated. 

But no more Mr Nice Guy: Mcl 
rampages through the (ot of them, 
terrorising, heating, blowing up 
and al one point even vaulting a 
subway barrier to avoid paying his 
train fare. Here’s a preview of 
some evening, not loo many years 
in the future, when a couple of 
people are watching a I’V re-run of 
this picture. "Oh hoy," savs one of 
them condescendingly, "this is so- 
o-o-o 20th century...** 

Sociological note I: according to 
this, the Mafia is now run hy men 
with names like Fairfax and Carter. 
Mamma mia! What on earth can 
have happened to Don Corlconc, 
lo I luee i infers i te Atyln and 
Willie ‘The Breast’ Barhoza? 

I lie postal tor Plunkett & 
Macleane also aims to sell the 
movie on the basis of its heroes’ 
lack of social graces: "They rob the 


rich. That’s it." PAM are high¬ 
waymen. the Butch and Sundance 
of ilounslow Heath, and the movie 
is an energetic rebuttal of the 
proposition that crime does not 
pay. 

Like the Mcl Gibson picture, it s 
the work of people who have never 
been mugged. What with its elec¬ 
tric rock soundtrack, its flintlock 
pistols with the fire-power of a 
Magnum and its fawiion model 
heroine, it’s so-o-o-o 1999. though 
it must he said that Robert Carlyle 
and Jonns I M M illci make tot 
more engaging company than 
sullen old Mcl Gibson in Payback. 

Sociological note 2: in A Night 
at the Roxbury, a comedy about 
two teenage dolts and their adven¬ 
tures on the club scene, there 
occurs the response to some irra¬ 
tional proposal or other. “Now 
don’t go mad cowmg me. man I 
this the first use of the term as a 
verb? 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 
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The unsinkable 


Creighton & Co 


OF THE 25 ships in convoy HG73 between Britain and Gibraltar in September 1941 nine 
were sunk by U-boats. One of these was that of the the convoy commander. Commodore 
Kenelm Creighton. 


The Avoccta, a 3,000-ton 
cargo liner, went down just 
four minutes after she was hit, 
taking 43 of the crew, four gun¬ 
ners and 76 of her 128 passen¬ 
gers, among them many chil¬ 
dren. 

Creighton was dragged down 
with her, entangled in the rigging 
of the foremast, and was close to 
dtO WliM when his lifebelt and an 
escaping bubble of air blew him to 
the surface. 50 yards from a crowd¬ 
ed raft, stone deaf but still able to 
swim. 

He hung on to the raft for three 
hours with the temperature down 
to 42 degrees, shivering and dizzy. 
One In one. the occupants of the 
raft, dazed and choking on fuel oil, 
slid off and disappeared. 

As the cold bit into him, 
('icighton gave up hope for the 
second time - but tnen the corvette 
Penwinkjle appeared out of the 
darkness and he was hauled up the 
scrambling nets. 

Still deaf and badly shaken, he 
called upon his vice-commodore to 
take over command as the slaugh¬ 


ter continued over the next two 
nights. 

When he got ashore in 
Liverpool, in the course of a single 
day he was treated to a dinner by 
the Operational Intelligence 
Centre, told by the doctor that 
nothing could be done about his 
deafness, attended a Court of 
Inquiry and caught the train home 

where he slept for a solid 
hours. 

His hearing returned in a week 
and a month later he was back at 
sea again. 

A remarkable story, even by 
World Wir II survival story stan¬ 
dards. What makes it all the more 
remarkable is that C reighton was 

{ 'ust a few months short of his 60th 
mthday. 

Fighting Commodores (Leo 
Cooper £19.95) is the long-over¬ 
due history of the men to whom 
fell the vital task of seeing that 
merchant ships reached their desti¬ 
nations at a time when lack of sup¬ 
plies brought Britain closest to 
defeat. 

And, like Creighton, they were 
mostly senior retired Naval 


• SURVIVOR: Rear Admiral 
Sir Kenelm Creighton 

Officers who volunteered to return 
to duty. 

Alan Burn - who as Capt 
“Johnnie” Walker’s gunnery officer 
in HMS Starling was twice 
Mentioned in Despatches - has 
produced a worthy companion to 
Fighting Captain, nis biography of 
Capt Walker published in 1993. 


'We are sailing 
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“HMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen!) A H M 8 
GANGES (Tales of the T.R.O.G.’S.) 
S.A.E. details Douglas Hse. Pcnmarth 
Redruth Cornwall TR16 6NX 


New shine 
to Sheffs' 
story 


THE ORIGINAL HMS 
Sheffield, a Southam¬ 
pton-class cruiser 
launched In 1937, distin¬ 
guished herself in some 
of the most important 
battles of World War II 
and enjoyed a career 
that spanned 30 years. 

The second Sheffield 
was not so lucky. The 
Type 42 destroyer that 
entered service in 1975 
was to be the first RN 
vessel sunk In action 
since 1945 - on May 4, 
1982, off the Falklands. 

Since 1990 the third 
ship to take the name, a 
Batch 2 Type 22 frigate, 
has revisited many sites 
of her predecessors’ bat¬ 
tles and was at the end 
of last year West Indies 
Guardsnip - another role 
enjoyed by the first 
Sheffield - taking part in 
relief operations in the 
wake of Hurricane Mitch. 

Aided by a request in 
Navy News , Sheffield 
author Alistair Lofthouse 
has produced a lively 
history of the three 
ships, Shiny Sheff, avail¬ 
able at £8.95 from ALD 
Design and Print, 279 
Sharrow Vale Rd, 
Sheffield S11 8ZF. 


B RITAIN'S Greatest Warship is the subtitle to Richard 
Johnstone-Bryden’s sumptuous history of HMS Ark 
Royal IV (Sutton £20). 

Plenty of people will argue with that - but she was undoubted¬ 
ly the most famous RN ship of the post-war era, thanks in large 
measure to her starring role in the ground-breaking BBC TV 
documentary series Sailor in 1976. 

This front cover picture shows her in her final commission 
(1976-78) - her first began in 1955 -when Sailor had made her 
a national star and Rod Stewart’s Sailing a new anthem of the 
sea. 

She played a crucial role in the development of RN fixed-wing 
aviation and pioneered the concept of carrier-borne VSTOL air¬ 
craft while carrying out extensive service in a period that saw 
significant changes in the wav seapower was used to project 
British influence worldwide. The Navy has certainly had no 
finer ambassador. 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Michael Pollock, who took command at 
three weeks’ notiice earty in 1963, provides the foreword: “The 
last time I had served in an aircraft carrier was as a midship¬ 
man in HMS Furious in 1934 when the aircraft were Blackburn 
Baffins, Hawker Ospreys and Fairey 3Fs, no sights, no cata¬ 
pults, no radar, no voice radio! I had a lot to learn, very quickly. 
I found ... a ship’s company totally dedicated to keeping the 
squadrons operational at whatever personal cost in spite of the 
operating conditions for which the ship had not been 
designed, the intensity of operations, the age of the machinery 
and the endemic shortage of aircraft spares which doubled the 
load on the maintenance department." 

His remarks typify the can do' spirit that imbues the ships that 
carry this proud name: “In some totally inexplicable way, in the 
Royal Navy the ethos becomes linked to the name of the ship 
and transfers to the next... May the fifth Ark Royal carry that 
lustre forward to successive generations for as long as it 
remains necessary for aircraft to operate from ships at sea.” 
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tims of Yangtze Incident are remembered as survivors recall days of impasse 


• Fifty years on - Admiral Zhao 
Guoion, Deputy Chief of Staff of 
the Navy of the People's Liberation 
Army, and First Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce contemplate the 
waters of the Yangtze after drop¬ 
ping a wreath from the deck of 
Type 22 frigate HMS Boxer in mem¬ 
ory of those killed during the 
Yangtze Incident. 



Sailors worked 
to maintain hope 


Survivor haunted by 
sight of blond corpse 


during th 
said mat; 


JOE BOWDEN was a 17- 
year-old Boy Signalman in 
the cruiser HMS London 
the Incident, and 
although memo- 
become blurred, 
some images of the time 
are still as clear as ever. 

“A short while after 
anchoring at the mouth of 
the Yangtze, HMS Consort 
tied up alongside our port 
side,” said Joe. 

“She had been badly 
damaged in her attempt to 
rescue Amethyst. 

1 was on watch on the 
ftag deck, and can vividly 
reaMmber looking down 
on Consort and seeing the 
bodies of those killed laid 
out in neat rows on her 
fo’c'stle in makeshift 
shrouds. 

“As I ga zed down on the 
sombre scene, one of the 
wounded was carried over 
the gangway from 
Consort to London. 

*1 noticed that H was a 
young lad and that ha had 
quite long blond, almost 


flaxen hair. A short while 
later I saw a stretcher 
being taken on board 
Consort this time with an 
obviously dead body on 


“As the stretcher party 
manoeuvred their burden 
over the gangway a stiff 
breeze blew the cover off 
the corpse's face, and I 
noticed that it was the 
blond-haired lad. 

“7Ids incident I will 
never forget. Some 
mother's son killed in 
action' four years after 
the end of World War H. 

“It was an eerie time on 
ooara inBi niQni, 0 dcn per* 
son with his own thoughts 
about what might happen 
i daylight dawned 
twouidbe 


face the < 


i our turn to 


) guns. 

When their turn came, it 
proved every bit a 
as they had feared. 

At first there \ 
sense of expectancy. 

LWTR Pip Perring, In 


was a 


HMS London made notes: 
“Our speed is about 30 
knots. The stem is under 
water. The portholes in the 
Admiral's office are com¬ 
pletely under most of the 
time - some speeding! 

“Ship shaking and 
rolling like express train.” 

Joe Bowden takes up 
the story: “We felt the ship 
shudder as she gained 
momentum and then we 
heard the first loud clang 
- a hard metallic sound as 
the first shell from the 
shore batteries tore into 
our starboard side. 
“Simultaneously our 
ms opened fire. From 
on the din and confu¬ 
sion was non-stop; 
the ship was full of a 
fumes and smoke. 

“Looking back on it 
now we were on a hope¬ 
less task. We had no room 
to take evasive action, we 
Just steamed reientleitely 
on with guns blazing while 
the Communist guns ham¬ 
mered hell out of us.” 


then i 


WHEN Communist shells 
slammed into the bridge of HMS 
Amethyst .is she made her u.»> up 
the Yangtze River, there seemed 
more chance of her becoming a 
curious historical footnote than a 
stirring example of Naval heroism. 

The frigate, with her Commanding 
Officer falally wounded, other senior 
officers wounded and chaos all around, 
ran aground within range of the 
Communist guns. 

For Stewart Hctt, then a lieutenant, 
it was his first taste of hostile fire 

“I do not remember being partial 
larly frightened; this came later - I was 
too busy passing orders to the guns,” 
said Lt Car Hett (retd). 

“As I passed the bridge there was a 
total shambles, with dead and wound¬ 
ed everywhere.” 

By this time the ship had run 
aground, and the forward mountings 
could not be trained on their attackers. 

\x the ship sat aground and unable 
to return the fire I felt very vulnerable 
and frightened. 

“There was much to be done to 
repair the damage and make the ship 
seaworthy, to help the wounded, to run 
emergency power supplies, to restore 
electricity to areas cut off by the dam¬ 
age, to rig jury aerials so that we could 
communicate with the outside world.” 

Rescue attempts by HM ships 
Consort. London and Black Swan, 
came to nothing, and an RAF 
Sunderland flying boat succeeded in 
landing a doctor - but had to take off 
under tire with an officer still on board. 

The ship had managed to pull free 
from her hazardous position, and 
anchored upstream. 

Nationalist Chinese sampans came 
alongside the ship to evacuate the 
wounded, but injured First lieutenant 
Geoffrey Weston elected to remain on 
board, in command. 

“The next morning we had to start 


preparing the dead for burial.” said Lt 
Cdr Hctt 

“This was a job that I had no train¬ 
ing for, but fortunately some of the 
older ratings were able to supervise 
this difficult and disturbing task. 

“A special issue of rum was made 
because of the stressful job.” 

At this point another of the cast of 
heroes makes an unusual appearance. 

“In the afternoon a landing craft 
approached,” he said. 

L I was on the bridge, and any 
approaching boat could be hostile and 
herald an attempt to seize the ship. 

! vcntually I realised the man 
standing in the boat waving was an RN 
Officer. He was the assistant RN 
attache from Nanking, Lt Cdr John 
Kcrans.” 


Kerans took command, and his first 
task was to conduct the burial service. 

“We paid all due respect to all our 
casualties, though we did not fire a vol¬ 
ley as each body was committed to the 
river - this might have provoked more 
shelling Iioiii the shore batteries ' 

The following night brought a 
pyrotechnic display of shells and trac¬ 
ers as the Communists crossed the 
river. Many corpses were spotted float¬ 
ing downriver 

Tuesday April 26 brought the first 
contact with the Communists, shouts 
horn the beaks Ifulk.iting that the 
( aotain should go ashore. 

The ship could not afford to lost 
another officer, so a petty officer went 
ashore dressed as an officer, causing 
much ribbing amongst shipmates. 


Simon tackled rats 
on hot, clammy ship 


MR G. WRIGHT was an ordi 
nary seaman in HMS Amethyst 
during the Incident, and cele¬ 
brated his 20th birthday the week 
after the ship was attacked. 

“Conditions on board after we had 
buried the dead at sea were very 
unpleasant - cleaning the decks to try 
to clear the debris and blood away 
and try to make the ship habitable 
again. 

“The heat at times was 
unbearable - hot and clammy, and 
the rats didn't help. 

“It was a good job we had Simon 
the cat - we would have been overrun 
without him. 

“The only contact we had with the 


locals was when they came aboard to 
bring fresh vegetables which. I might 
add, were very expensive. 

“The ship’s company were kept 
busy cleaning the ship and other 
duties.” 

Mr Wright recalls morale as being 
generally good - but it suffered as 
negotiations for the ship's safe pas¬ 
sage dragged on into weeks and 
months. 

“The crew were despondent at 
times, but generally the mood of the 
crew was very good. 

“After Lt Cdr Kcrans had been 
ashore a number of times, to get a 
safe passage down the river, the situ¬ 
ation seemed hopeless.” 


Pipes to mend and holes to plug 


LEN WILLIAMS was an ERA in 
HMS Amethyst’s engine room, 
and his account illustrates the 
efforts which went into keeping 
the ship in good enough condition 
to escape. 

When the ship first ran aground 
under attack, attcmpLs were made 
to get her straight on. 

Thiring the night we pumped about 
five tons of fuel overboard - one of the 
measures to lighten the ship to help get 
her refloated - running the engines full 
astern (IKOrpm) continually for the rest 
of the night and rocking her in unison, 
eventually moving her off and steaming 
up the river away from the area where 
the Communists were about to cross, 
and dropped anchor. 


“Many areas were flooded, some we 
could shut off All the shell holes - 
many near the waterline - were packed 
with bedding, hammocks, cushions, 
socks and whatever came to hand. 

“Many pipes were damaged, some m 
vital areas. The list seemed endless. 

“Over the next 100 days we were 
kept very busy to get what we could in 
working order.” 

Lcn, an ex-Japanese POW, was used 
to the privations of enforced captivity. 

“It was boiling hot by day and freez¬ 
ing cold at night. We recorded 130F in 
the boiler room and 120F elsewhere. 

“Fuel was getting short so we could 
only run the engines every other day 
for 12 hours - the only time we had 
fans going and fridges and making our 
drinking water and pumping out bilges. 


“With no electricity on the ship it 
was dark at night and our worry was 
getting run down by passing boats. 

“Later on we had to go without for 
three days instead of two.” 

In Juy, with fuel running very low, 
negotiations resulted in supplies being 
brought from Nanking - 54 tons of fur¬ 
nace fuel, packed into 2,294 drums. 

This had to be manhandled across 
the sloping deck and the oil poured 
into small holes to the tanks. 

It was hard work, but it meant power 
for 12 hours a day - and the chance to 
make a break for the open sea. 

At the end of July the ship even had 
to batten down the hatches for bad 
weather - a typhoon warning meant a 
second anchor and steam up, but the 
storm passed without incident. 



SIMON OF THE AMETHYST 

TK FAMOUS DKNN MEDAL CAT 


SIMON OF THE 
AMETHYST MUG 

(tor boor nudr tn 

LngUnd. Idb tbe Kory of Simon s 


Coi n wfcft a free pmenubon card 

£8.99 udiuK 

£9.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 


SIMON OF THE 
AMETHYST STATUE 

A floe Kdptvrrd min reproduction 
of tfefe famous cat, 4VT tall. 

Hand painted, presentation boxed 
Conies wkh a free presentation card 

£24.99 um 

£25.99 cadi Surface Mail Abroad 





^ To ordi i > ithor of thtr.r item:, wnto to The Business Manager (CATS 99), 
w Navy Nows, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth, POl 3HH. 

Cheques pa/ahlb to Movy t4*w& to accompany order*. For order* outride the UK payment can bo made by Cheque International Money Order in C 
Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card Switch Solo, UK A Abroad, pleauo the coupon on pnqo 4 

Please a/low 28 days tot delivery NO NOIL ITEMS SHOWN HOT ACTUAL SIZE 



Cover marks 


THE RN Philatelic Society 
has marked the 50th anniver¬ 


sary of the Yangtze Incident 
with a first day cover. 

The cover, featuring a set 
of picture postcards (includ- 
Simon the cat, featured 


V". 


anniversary 

above), a text sheet and a 
cover with the Four Ships 
and their crests, can be 
obtained from the RNPO at 
19, College Road, HM Naval 
base, Portsmouth POl 3LJ, 
tel (01705) 291259 or 820921. 
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At Your Service 


Reunions 


Over to You 



HMS Jupiter 1978-80: Brian (Dutch) 
Holland, ex POWEM(R) seeks ship 
mates from 21 POs Mess tor possible 
reunion. Wnte to 35. Hetoden Bridge 
Road. Oxenhope. Keighley. West 
Yorks BD22 9LY, tel 0973 424999 or 
01535 644769. 


May 


HMS Pepys Association: Photos and 
the story ot HMS Pepys. BPF Forward 
area base in the Admiralty Islands 
1945 6, will be on display at the 
Nautical Club. Birmingham, from noon 
until 1500 on May 10; lunch by 
arrangement. Contact John Darling at 
6. Horsley Close. Epsom. Surrey 
KT19 8HB. tellax 01372 812023. 

HMS Queen 1943-46: Reunion will 
be held on May 28 29 Further details 
from Phil Rogers (NN) at 31. 
Wheatiands Road East. Harrogate. 
HG2 8QS. telephone 01423 504734 

June 

Seaman Specialist Comrades 
Association: Summer function at the 
Mountbatten Room. HMS Dolphin 
(Fort Blockhouse) on June 5. 2000 
2359hrs Details from SSCA 
Secretary. 21. Memvaie Road. Hilsea. 
Portsmouth. Hants P02 0TJ 

HMS Bicester (L34 & M36): 
Reunion buffet arranged for June 5 at 
the Littlebury Hotel, Church End. 
Bicester. Ring Dave Braybrook for 
details on 01992 583272. 

888<Photo*Recce) Naval Air Sod, 
Ceylon & East Indies Fleet 1944-46: 
Reunion at Taftxtf Hotel, Southport. 
Lancs. June 7 9. Contact Maurice 
Smith. 28. Ashwood Drive. 
Humberston. Grimsby, tel 01472 
816440 

Pembroke *84 Club annual 
Warrant Officer and Senior Rate 


June 18. Further details from WOSTD 
R.C. Mitchell. Wardroom House 
Manager. HMS Nelson, tel 01705 
724261 

HMS Sparrow Reunion on June 
18-20 at Grand Hotel. Great 
Yarmouth Contact J. Draper on 01322 
523438 

HMS Auckland • Tobruk June 
1941: Reunion for June 24 at 1400. 
Southsea. Naval War Memorial 
Shipmates attending please contact J. 
Bennett on 01705 379730 

HMS Glory Association: Next 
reunion on June 25-27 at HMS Heron. 
Yeovilton Further details from Peter 
Warde. 91. Dtnglederry. Otney, Bucks 
MK46 5EU. tel 01234 711611. 

The Fisgard Association of 'old 
boys* welcomes non members to a 
reunion lunch in Devonport on June 
26. Contact Ivor Norsworthy on 01752 
663330 


July 


HU11 4AJ. tel 01482 811389. fax 
01482 222187 

Fleet Air Arm Field Gun Crew 
Reunion at HMS Culdrose on July 2- 
3. All ex FAA Field Gunners are wei 
come to attend. Contact Jimmy 
Andrews. 14. Scott Close. 

Stubbtngton. Hants POl4 2HD. tel/lax 
01329 664007. email 

FAAFGUN@aol com 
Junglie Cocktail Party: The 
Commando Squadrons and 
Commando Helicopter Force are hold 
ing their annual cocktail party at 
Sherborne Castle from 1900 to 2100 
on July 9. Rig: Mess Undress, white 
jacket optional, dinner jacket After 
2100. music and fireworks Bnng your 
own picnic. All Officers with a rotary 
wing Junglie background welcome 
Cost with partner £40. Written 
requests with Mess No. or cheque and 
address by June 11 to JCP 
Committee. 846 NAS. RNAS 
Yeovilton. Somerset BA22 8HT 
HMS Leeds Castle First 
Commission reunion: July 10 at 7pm 
at the Durham Indoor Bowling Club. 
Durham City Contact Dave on 01665 
712598 or Jim on 0191 386 6320 
HMS Wensleydale 1942-45 
Association: Reunion and commem 
orative service, followed by buffet, will 
be held at St Margaret’s Church. 
Hawes, in Wensleydale. N. Yorks, on 
July 11. Please muster at Church by 
1015. Details from Henry Lehmann. 
13. Park Rd. Denmead. Watertooville. 
Hants P07 6NE. tel 01705 255495 
Hong Kong Flotilla Association 
hold their reunion on July 24 at the 
Union Jack Club. London. Details from 
John Fleming, tellax 01703 844195 
Ex-Field Gunners: Royal 

Tour na ment organisers are st a ging a 
one-off special event on Monday July 
26 incorporating a reunion parade m 
the arena of as many ex Field 
Gunners as possfcle to mark the last 
competition at Earls Court. Blocks of 
tickets (at £12.50 each) have been 
reserved Contact Tournament organ 
isers on 0171 799 2323 to register 


HMS Charity - on# of tha first ships dis¬ 
patched to participate in tha Korean War 
Can any reader confirm that Chanty steamed 
the most mites of any UK ship during the 
Korean War? In 1952 52 an ex German E 
boat, renumbered MTB 5212. powfcfy 
exceeded 41 knots w Channel trials. Dots 
anyone know what spa ad it achieved? Does 
anyone know what the top sustamable speed 
is for an RN step? Contact Gordon E Green. 
17. Vista Close. Hornsby. NSW. 2077. 
k atnii ___ _ 

Researching RNAS Crtmond, Rattray 
(HMS Merganser) with a view to writing ha 
lory Bame Downer would appreciate infor¬ 
mation. photographs, pilots tog book drtaAe. 
anaodoias. construction and layout of sat. 
training squadrons (inadents/aocidents) and 
personnel (civilian and Navy) associated wkh 
or based at Crtmond Any original pho 
tographs. documents etc will be returned 
Contact Bame K Downer. 26. Landaie Road. 
Patartiaad. Aberdeenshire AB42 1SU tellax 
01779 473145 

collision Dfiwcon mm snips bamam 

and Duchess: Ian Wilson would be interest 
ed m contacting eye witnesses of the cob 
ston between HM ships Barham and 
Duchess oft N E Ireland « December 1939 
He beheves the wreck ot HMS Duchess may 
in 1945 have been depth charged by the 
22nd Escort Group m mistake tor a U boat, 
not having been charted Contact Ian Witson. 
North Down Borough Council. Town Hal. 
The Castle. Bangor. Co Down BT20 48T. tel 
01247 270371 

HMS Uva, HMS Fox. Diatalewa: If you 
were stationed at HMS Uva. HMS Fox or 
Diatalawa m Ceylon, during or after World 
War II. would you please contact J S 
Robinson at 17. Och'r y Bryn Hafcyn. nr 
Hotywek. FhntsNre CH8 8ES 

Royal Navy Land 
information regardk 
please contact Roy 
Drive. Stfverdale 
01159 815028 

Mr Blayney, 

Pinkney: Tommy McCormack a trying to 
contact Mr Blayney. former OC MTB In 
Tnncomalae area, regarding AB Bert 
Pinkney, who was wounded while serwig 
with hen. Pi e ass cont a ct Tommy on 01325 
32 0050 

Nspots onir prisoners of 

on prisoners of Napotoomc War on 
hufcs. Ph Snoeot a looking tor the k 
books The tngksh Prison Huts 
tvancn jonnson. puofcsneo oy mi 
Prisoner ot War Step Models, by E.C. 

r -A kl-a. ■ rv Si I . m n T'V fVr r, 

rTBBSlOn, PwUilCtli wY, 

ot War m Britain (O.U.F) Abel Prisoners at 


Service for HMS Hood 


THE PRESIDENT of the HMS 
Hood Association, Lt Ted 
Briggs - now the sole sur¬ 
vivor of her last ship's com¬ 
pany - will read the lesson at 
the association's memorial 
service at St Georges 
Church, Portsea, Portsmouth, 
on May 23 at 11.30am. 


The service will be con¬ 
ducted by the Rev Ronald 
Paterson, who served in the 
battlecruiser 1933-36 - who 
will also lead the annual ser¬ 
vice of the Coastal Forces 
Veterans Association at the 
same church on May 16 at 
11.30am. 


Portsmouth Field Gun: 
for 1955 Crew Members for 44tf 
anniversary reunion at Portsmouth 
Home Club on July 2. Contact H A 
(Fuzz) Fussey. 74. RkJgestone 
Avenue. Bitton, Kingston upon Hul, 


MOP VE TERANS’ APVICE U NIT HOTLINE; 

08456 02 03 02 

Monday to Friday 09.00-17.00 
Answer phone service out of hours. 
Calls charged at local call rates. 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 31 


• The Dart - long-lived and useful. 



Blackburn Dart 


IF EVER an aircraft was more inaptly 
named it was the Blackburn Dart. 

Hardly dart-like, with its lumbering, flight- 
defying appearance and top speed of 107mph, 
this single-seat, carrier-borne torpedo bomber 
nevertheless outlived many of its contempo¬ 
raries. 

It was developed from the very similar Swift, 
an aircraft which appeared soon after the First 
World War. The Dart itself first flew in 1921 and 
was not declared obsolete until 1935 - remark¬ 
able longevity for the period. 

Belying its looks, the Dart was a popular air¬ 
craft. It was easy to fly and enabled the Fleet 
Air Arm to develop its torpedo-attack theories 
which were put into practice with such devas¬ 
tating effect against the Italian fleet at Taranto 
in 1940. 


he type 
k, being t 


FAA, being the first aircraft to land on a carrier 
deck at night, that event taking place on July 1, 
1926. 

In total, 117 Darts were delivered to the Navy 
and served in HM ships Eagle, Furious and 
Courageous (in the latter as late as 1933). 

A floatplane version of the Dart was fitted 
with a second cockpit and dual controls, and 
was operated as a trainer by the RAF Reserve 
in the late 1920s. 

The Blackburn Dari was powered by a 450hp 
Napier Lion IIB or V. It had a climb rate ot 600ft 
a minute, a range of 285 miles and a service 
ceiling of 12,700ft. 

It could carry an 18in torpedo or a bomb 
load. 


mnaimv ono oco 

tevy Land Army: If you have any 
i regankng the RNLA. could you 
itact Roy Ramson at 69. Nowhotm 


hosier Castte by C.E. Coop er. put> 
kshed by Portsmouth Museum « 1973: The 
French Prisoner, by L Gameray. translated 
and published m 1957 Please send or write 
to Ph SmgaoL 14 rue des Rotas. F 60400. 
Precv Ose. France 

HMS Vectis and HMS Seraph: Crag 
Twaddte would kke to hear from anyone with 
information or photo6 relating to these two 
destroyers Ha grandfather. John Tweed*, 
served on these stops during the 1920s 
when they were attached to the depot slap 
HMS Columbine at Port Edgar Contact Craig 
at 53. Lochshot Place. Livingston, West 
Lothian EH54 6SQ. or • mad crag twad 
icom 

1 Runce. 1943: Would anyone who 
i across the USA. up through the 
Rockies, and on to Vancouver Island to com 
mission HMS Runce on Christmas Eve. 
1943. please contact S.F Tiffin 2. Falconry 
Court. 7. Fairfield South. Kingston on 
Thames. Surrey KT1 2UR. telephone 0181 
549 0326 

Sea Vixen. XP92S with 899 Sqdn. HMS 
Eagle: If you have any knowledge of tha air 
craft or any other Sea Vixen espeoaly pic¬ 
tures of her m action, the Air Tracing Corps 
at Haslemero would love to hear from you 
Contact Fig Oft Kevm Burchett RAF VR(T). 
48. Htoocus Grove. Bordon Hants GU35 
0XA. or telephone 01420 488719 

Gosport s Navy: RAF Gosport and HMS 
Sokm Veterans Association members John 
MM .»fxi DMfli MMi MB M ID put 
together a book on Gosport's Navy, taring 
the stones of the estabkshments m the area 
They would love more ntormakon on the o* 
Clarence Ywd. Fort Monckton (the 


Navy's role), the Hasiar Test Tanks. HMS 
Centurion gunboat yard If you can help, con 
tact John Parfoot. 97. Green Crescent. 
Rowner. Gosport Hants POl3 OOW. or tele 
phone 01329 286626 

HMS Glamorgan. CPO G Blackburn: 
Grant Blackburn and two brothers were 
christened on the stop m the early 1970s and 
are m search ot the step s be* Any mforma 
Don would be gratefully received Please 
contact Grant Blackburn on 01458 272452 
Vice Admiral Sir William G. Agnew 
1898-1960: Would any surviving relatives of 
Sir Wiliam please contact Graham K Salt. 6. 
Flamingo Court. Fareham. Hants POt6 8PQ 
HMS Gloucester sunk May 22. 1941 off 
Crete: Mrs Sheila Mansefl Barlow s late to* 
band. U Cdr J O Manse*, reported missing, 
was the pilot of the plane attached to 
Gloucester when it was sunk I have often 
wondered tf he had token off m the plane or 
went down with the step Can any survivors 
■ ne wer my query? Contact Mrs Sheila 
Mansell Bartow. 3. Jetkcoe Avenue. 


Gartmore. 


Abertoyte. Sbrtmgstore FK8 

it Wardmaster V.L. Peers served 


at Hasiar Naval Hospital. B«gtv Hospital. 
Malta as wefl as on iron Duke. Effingham 
and others One of ha com ma nding sur 
oeons was Rear Admiral Ferguson If anyone 
has any memories of Mrs vLm Peers late 
husband, would they contact her at 14. 
Montague Graham Court. Kidbrooke 
Gardens Biackhealh SE3 0PD 

HMS KingsmM on loan from US Navy: 
Having sailed her back from the US and 
going with her to Normandy. Ronald Walsh 
recently found out that she was the HO Stop 
tor Assault Force G2 on Gold Beach He 


would kke to contact anyone who was on 
Kmgsmd to get more details of her duties as 
HQ Ship Contact Ronald Walsh. 23. St 
Anne's Grove. Fareham. Hants POM 1JH 
MG Special, reg no MG 4092. al one 
time owned by e Navel Officer based on 
Portsmouth or Plymouth: Andrew 
Bradshaw would kke to contact tha officer to 
gam more mfonnation about lha car Having 
acquired si gnificant parts of toe car he is 
involved m recreating it. Contact Andrew 
Bradshaw 43. Hertford Street. Cambridge 
CB4 3AF He can also be contacted regard 
ing the MG Car Club 

HMS Cardiff Deployment Book s now a 
website, and can ba a cces sed at 
http, www taykxswed treeserve co iA Cardiff 
HMS Campania: Stuart Usher s grandfa 
ther was posted from tha stop doniy days 
before if sank after a oofcsnn in the Frth of 
Forth, taking a lot of ha personal posses 
•tons with 4. He wonder s exactly where toe 
wreck kee - a it marked by a particular buoy? 
And does anyone have any detaks of a Navy 
clearance (Wing team which drved on the 
wreck? Contact Stuart at 34. Marsh Lane. 
Hemingford Grey. St Ives. Huntingdon. 
Cambs PE18 9EN. tellax 01480 461382. •- 
mail susher8368&aol com 

HMS Berwick, causer of fngate. any 
comm oti on and any ranks, please help 
Berwick upon Tweed to learn more about its 
warstops and the crews manning them 
Please contact Phil Rowett. Longndge 
Towers. Berwick. Northumberland TD15 
2XH tef 01289 306628 


Calling Old Shipmates 


Ray Loveday ex RPO 1966-78, wants to 
hear from Rob (Wacker) Payne. Pete Boyle. 
Red Evans. Ian lyhngham plus many more 
Contact him on 01949 831495 


a there any of 

the old crew left? If so. contact PK 
Cresswe*. 20. Winchester Close. Stratton SI 
Margaret. Swindon. Wilts SN3 4H8. or tel 
01793 827291 

HMS Belfast 196862: Gabby Haines, 
m prison where are you now? Please get m touch with 
•otowinp Ken Etheridge on 01329 280517 or Em* 
S. by W Smith on 01460 30651 We are toofcng tor 
ward to your cal 

HMS Moorpout: Ray Johnson would kke 
to con t a ct any crew members of the boom 
defonce vessel HMS Moorpout and tatterty 
HMS Barbecue, berthed m Bermuda 1948- 
49. Just to nan* a lew that come to mind: 
the skipper. Lt Cdr Griffiths. Stokers: 
Chapman. Moms. Broome. Brandon; 
L/Stoker Houghton. PO Gr.msdefl. l/Tei 
McLeod and Cook Fletcher Contact Ray 
Johnson. 32. Devorolwe Close. Staveley. 
Chesterfield S43 306 M 01246 471957 
SO(L) Luncheon Club: Lt M*e Draper 
runs the thriving SO(L) members Luncheon 
Club, at present with 63 members but many 
more to And They hold two Friday lunches a 
year solely tor SO(L)s and two Sunday lunch 
es inducing wives tor SD(L) and SD<R) com 
toned, using tha w a rdroom at HMS 
Ookmgwood If you quakfy and want more 
delate contact It M*e 6r*wr on 01329 
825877 or e mail mkmrkaper^cmc o m net 


trywig to knd thee mess mates from first com 
mason 1943 46 Mess 12a. 17. 18. 22. 24. 
26. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. 41.42. 64. 71. 72. 
73: second commission 1949 51: Mess 
Chiefs (A). 3. 17. 36. 42 ttwd Commoson 
1951-54 Mess 2. 6. 58. POs (A). RPO. 
nunications. RM Barracks contact E. 


Bosworttock. 3. Arundel Close. Hemel 
Hempstead. Herts HP2 4QR. tel 01442 
256621 

HMS Yarmouth - Falkland Islands 
M emorial Chapel: Any old Yarmouth's who 
would wish to contrtxAe to the sponsorsfvp 
of a Yarmouth seat * the Chapel should for¬ 
ward any donations with cheques made out 
to the Faldand Islands Memorial Chapel 
Trust to Capt A Morion DSC RN Retd. 
’Elphmstone*. 81. Yealm Road. Newton 
Ferrers. Plymouth PL8 1BN Ha wfi then tor 
ward them on to the trust to ensure (hey are 
attnbuted to the 'Yarmouth seat He also has 
brochures with more details 

HMS Gamecock. RNAS Bramcote. 
Nune at on: Where are you gats? WRN(RPO) 
Jo Darnels. IWHN(Tei) Joy Humerstone. 
WRNSfTete) Audrey MScheS. “Bate* Green. 
Jean Me«or. M Trtmarsh - how about a 
reunion? It interested cafl “Brummy* Mo 
Taylor or Harry Taylor on 01203 464397 

Ex Gt. Fred Beech formerly on HMS 
Diemond 1967-69: Ray (Legs) btopley. ex 
Chef on Diamond, would kke to get * touch 

nk ritoOMMMhm KAmm .wsoon 

Diamond, could you please ring l egs on 
01634 830964 

Lt Edward Ashley Hobson DSC and 
bar: 1941-46. served to various sub ma rine s , 
mainly Porpoise. Seadog Mediterranean 
and Far East Also Tudor, ai command 
exploration of seabed with scientists Hedwd 
m Malta after .Sness aboard HM Submarine 
Wolfe. July 1947 If you have any memories 
please contact J NMoo 01243 779493 or 
wnte 32. Cavendoh Street. Chichester. West 
Sussex POl9 38S 

Coastal Forces In the English Channel 
June to December 1944. please contact P 
Lobley 32. Lmwrtck Gardens. Cranham. 


■ Material submitted for this 
page should be brief, clearly 
written or typed, and 
addressed to The Editor. 

■ Entries are free of charge, 
but repeat items can only be 
inserted on payment of our 
run-on advertising rate - 
contact 01705 725062. 

■ Items pertaining to com¬ 
mercial work, books and 
publications for profit can 
only appear as paid-for 
advertising. 

■ Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry in a particular edi¬ 
tion cannot always be met. 

■ There may be a delay 
before items appear, due to 
the volume of requests. 


Essex RM14 1HZ. telephone 01708 500658 
HMS Fai: Doer, anybody have a photo 
graph of her. taken befo re she wee handed 
over to the Burmese Navy in August 1947? 
Contact Ken Whitby. 76. Medway Road. 

Crawtev Wes t Suwe x RH118LA _ 

Ex-Able Seamen Kershaw, who served 
on board HMS Rodney AA Division during 
WWV. please contact John Ramsey at 43. 
Penrsne Crescent. Redcar. Cleve la nd TS10 
4AE. or leephonei 01642 487396 

HMS C—lops 1941: Seeking any tnfcx 
mabon about the stop Does anyone know 
where a memorial would be tor the stop that 
was struck by a time and her crew? te there 
a memorial with LS Ayres name on it? te 
i a CaJbope Association? Please contact 
e Eaglosibetd i 


Clave! 


J on 01376 516600 


Author requests wartime crews 
recollect ion s/ex per ic nee s, 
tragic/humorous concerning 
“B" Class destroyers: KEITH, 
BASILISK. BEAGLE. BLANCHE. 
BOADICEA. BOREAS. BRAZEN. 
BRILLIANT. BULLDOG. 

Ian Hawkins. Bacton, Suffolk 
IPI4 4NT 


Did you work on or know anything 
about the City of Benares, 

SS Volendam or other ships 
involved in evacuating children 
overseas during WW2? 

We are making a landmark series 
for BBC Radio 4 and need vour help 

(all Helen fcBtelU79*«A 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queea 

ARNO, the Officers* Ouhubtr and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRNS. QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925. ARNO’s primary purpose a to assist Membe r s including 
Honounuy Members (the widows of former membe r s) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £3 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscriptions (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Membership at leas than half price in many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * l>egal. Financial and Medical Consultatiom at free or 
favourable rales * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance. travel, hotels, clothing and htrewear. car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises * Regional Social Functions and (•roup Holidays 

• A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays 

* Mail redirection • Swords and uniform items for sale • an ARNO credit card 
for arabmliip application form, pirate cnnplrtr the following: 

To Lt" CiZ 7M P OkTmVsVn” ARNo! 70 Sam kutm Tn w* wVlTP 
Please tend me detail* and a membership application form 
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DISPLAY 
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Quarter Page.£655 
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CLASSIFIED 
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Going Outside 



RE-SURFACE AS 
AN RNR DIVER 


DIVERS who have left 
the Navy can keep their 
links with the Service - 
and get paid for it. 

The RNR Oearance Diving 
Branch is on the look-out for 
recruits, who arc paid every 
day they work and at a compa¬ 
rable rate to their full-time col¬ 
leagues. 

On top of that the maximum, 
tax-free bounty of £525 a year is 
paid if entry is within three yean of 
leaving the Navy and if at least 12 
days training a year is put in. 

Upper age limits for joining are 


40 for junior rates and 45 for senior 
rates, and most of the joining 
administration can be completed 
before personnel leave the RN. 

There are opportunities for 
RNR clearance divers to fill 
I billets under the Full Time 
erve Service scheme in which 
personnel can serve in a gapped 
billet for three months to two 
years. Ratings or officers who serve 
under the scheme can claim all the 
entitlements of Regulars, with the 
possibility of extending the length 
of the contract if the billet remains 

^^Iraining can be done cither at 


ing cai 

Faslanc, Dcvonport or Portsmouth 


and is co-ordinated through the 
Inspector of Ships Diving who is 
the branch manager. There is no 
need for personnel to attend 
evening training sessions at RNR 
units. 

The training programme is 
designed to enable personnel to 
keep up to date with diving prac¬ 
tices so they can expect to work 
alongside RN colleagues. Often, 
the experience of the commercial 
diver can benefit the diving team 
and help improve techniques in 
underwater engineering. 

■ More information is available 
from CPO(D) Bob Hayter at the 
Inspector of Ships Diving office. 



Fleet Diving HO, Reclaim 
Building. Horsea Island, Cosham, 
Portsmouth. Hants., P06 4TT (tel. 
Military 93832 4116 or 01705 
224116). 


Our best 
rate ever 

Personal Loans 

from 13 . 9 % apr 


Cars, boats, conservatories, holidays, 
honeymoons, house improvements, cookers. 

Whatever it is you want, a Warrior 
Personal Loan is the way to afford it now. 

For example, you want to buy a new car for £7,500. Using a 
Warrior loan as finance over 5 years, your new car will cost just 
£194.70 per month (16.9% APR) with Credit Protection. 


Want to find out more? Rina now on the telephone number 

below to realise your dreams. 

0345 697 527 (UK only) 

0130 819 223 (Germany only) 

Lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am to 8pm & 8am to 2pm Saturday 

WARRIOR 

Personal Loons provided by Warrior Group Limited, Weald House, 88 Main Rood, Sundridge, Sevenooks, Kent TN14 6ER. Rotes correct 
at time of printing. Written quotation available on request. AH loans subject to status and not available to people under 18. Warrior reserves 
the right to dedine any application. * For loon values over £ 10,000 



• PO(D) Ted Mangion RNR 
prepares for a deep diving 
exercise in the Kyle of 
Lochalsh. While working full¬ 
time with the Southern Diving 
Unit at Portsmouth last year, 
Ted hit the headlines when , 
during a search of the River 
Alver at Gosport, he found a 
hammer involved in an alleged 
attempted murder of a rating In 
the area . 


UK funds 
retiring 
help for 
Russians 


FORTY retiring Russian mil¬ 
itary officers arc the latest to 
have completed a three- 
month resettlement course - 
funded by the Britain's 
Ministry of Defence. 

The £1 million-a-year pro¬ 
ject has been operating for 
over three years at centres 
across Russia, training 6,000 
retiring officers in civilian 
specialisations. Over two- 
thirds get jobs within four 
months of completing the 
course. 

The latest class graduated 
from a centre near Moscow, 
the event being attended by 
members of the House of 
Commons Defence Select 
Committee, in Moscow for 
meetings with their Russian 
counterparts. 


Resettlement scheme 
wins Govt’s accolade 


THE ARMED Forces resettle¬ 
ment programme run by 
Lincolnshire Training and 
Enterprise Council has won 
the praise of fhe Department 
of Education and Employ¬ 
ment. 

In the Department’s latest edi¬ 
tion of its Good Practice scries, the 
scheme is cited as an example to 
follow. From its outset six years 
ago. the Lincolnshire programme 
has been employer-led, with local 
and regional employers speaking 
and tutoring at the TEC’s briefings 
and workshops. 

Together the Council and the 
employers have now designed con¬ 
version training programmes with 


work placements to help Service 
leavers back into work. 

In all the TEC has assisted over 
7,500 ex-Scrvice personnel to find 
jobs, something which has achieved 
Ministry of Defence recognition by 
MOD giving the Lincolnshire 
council the status of “preferred 
supplier to the Career Transition 
partnership” that the Ministry 
operates with Coutts Consulting 
pic for delivery of resettlement 
provision. 

■ Information on the scheme is 
available from Brian Mitchell, 
Assistant Chief Executive. 
Lincolashirc TEC, Beech House, 
Waterside South, Lincoln, LN5 
7JH. 


Navy dishes up 
an ethnic winner 



THE PROOF of the meal is 
In the eating for these three 
who are among the first 
Naval personnel to sample 
the Services’ new ration 
packs catering for the reli¬ 
gious needs of ethnic 
minorities. 

The tasters - who gave the 
packs a vote of approval - are 
W02 Ray Sey RM, WSTD 
Angela Weallans and LREG Pat 
Math lot. 

The 24-hour packs, for use in 
operational situations, were 
prepared by award-winning 
chef Kevin Williams of HMS 
Fearless during a Meet the 
Navy media facility led by 
Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson. It highlighted the 


Service’s success in doubling 
its recruitment of members of 
ethnic communities. 

Mr Henderson viewed and 
sampled the ration packs and 
other food cooked by Kevin, 
who has received a commen¬ 
dation for Asian Chef of the 
Year judge Sarwar Ahmed. 

The packs meet the require¬ 
ments of Moslem, Jewish, Sikh 
and Hindu members of the 
Forces, with three menus for 
each group. 

For the Moslem and Jewish 
religions, the meat has been 
slaughtered in accordance with 
their requirements, while the 
Sikh and Hindu dishes contain 
vegetable or meat-substitute 
meals. 

Ptelurr CPCKPHOT) Paul Cowpe 
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■rBRMY PRINCE PUTS ON A NAVY HAT AND SHOWS HE’S - 



• MESSAGE TO MICHAEL: 
“Regular officers are 
always telling me, which I 
like to hear, that Reservists 
are indispensable. ” 

PICTURE:CPO(PHOT) 
Stuart Antrobus 





With his sailorly full set. Prince Michael of Kent - a dead ringer, as 
many have noted, for his grandfather George V, the quintessential 
‘Sailor King' - makes an ideal figurehead for Naval organisations. 
Except that he’s an Army man ... 

Jim Allaway went to Kensington Palace to ask the Honorary 
Commodore Royal Naval Reserve, now also Patron of the Maritime 
Volunteer Service: Why all this sudden interest in the Senior Service? 


I t's a good question! 
Curiously enough 
there was a thought 
that 1 might have gone 
into the Navy when I was 
younger. When I was 15 I 
joined the frigate HMS 
Loeh Fada on work up trials 
to get a taste of Naval life - 
which I found absolutely 
riveting. 

“And then a year later I 
spent two weeks of mv summer 
holidays at Dartmouth, where 
a very patient senior lecturer 
took me under his wing. But he 
tried to persuade me into some 
of the mysteries of Physics, 
which I’d never been particu¬ 
larly strong at - and so. in spite 
of the best efforts of the Senior 
Service I never quite suc¬ 
cumbed to its charms. I have 
now, though! 

“I served 20 years in the Army 
and sometime after I left in 1981 I 
w.is asked to be Honor .u\ 
Commodore of the RNXS. 
Unfortunately that didn’t last very 
long as they were disbanded in 
1994, which was very sad. 

‘ But soon after that I was asked 
if I would like to be Honorary 
Commodore of the RNR - which 
was some thing I never expected 
either. I don’t know why they 
nicked me - other members of my 
family already had various Naval 
connections and I didn't, so they 
wanted a ISrak face, i dare my 
**l think I was lucky to be put 
into this post at a time when 
morale was going up. I wanted to 
get my teeth into the thing earlier 
on but was dissuaded - and I think 
I can understand why. now. 
because it was a difficult time. 

St’ If* been nice in have seen 
the wav the whole feel and attitude 
of the kNR has greatly come on in 
the past year or two. 

“It had been through a terrible 
time. Two major things happened 
to it. First, the numbers had been 
drastically reduced. They were up 
to 7.500 and that was cut right 
back Peopl e were un c ertain .is lo 
the future. 


“The other thing was that thev 
had a lot ol small \essels which 

they need localty ai different sta¬ 
tions around the coastline for their 
training. They loved their little 
boats - and then they were taken 
away from them. 

“So as they saw it. they didn’t 
have any particular purpose in life. 
But once we’d bedded down - got 
down to what you might call rock 
bottom, really - things began to 
change very rapidly from the point 
of view of what we were there for. 
what our task would be. 

“Everything began to benefit 
from that moment on. The Reserve 
training centres were streamlined - 
we’ve got three new ones now. at 
Rosyth. Liverpool and 
Birmingham. And when the 
Strategic Defence Review came 
along some very positive things 
were done and we were very happy 
with the way it affected us. 

“For two reasons. First of all. 


our strength went up again by ten 
per cent. And then also our train¬ 
ing days jxr Reservist, which had 
been 25 days a year and didn’t 
compare favourably with those of 
the i \ and the RAI vr. w ent up 
to 35 days. That made a big differ¬ 
ence to us - a very happy circum¬ 
stance. 

“We re reaping the benefits of 
closer contact with the Navy. On 
average, every day sees about ten 
per cent of the RNR working with 
the Navy and some of our 
Reservists work full-time for up to 
two years. 

“They spend a great deal more 
time at sea. They bring skills and 
attitude which are different - and 
regular officers are always telling 
me. which I like to hear, that 
Reservists are indispensable. 

“Their civilian joos undoubtedly 
put eertain constraints on the time 
thev can give to the Naval Service. 
We have 2.800 in the RNR which 


will rise to 3,850 in the next few 
years and that’s going to be a big 
challenge to our recruiters. The 
opportunities and the attractions 
of the Reserve now are far better 
than they used to be. so it's not as 
though it's a hard sell - it’s some¬ 
thing people jump at once they 
have it explained to them. 

“But the great thing is this 
integration between the 
Reservists and the Navy and 
that s something we aim to 
continue. 

“I try to get out and about as 
much as I can to visit them, Last 
October I went to the Joint 
Maritime Course off the West 
(oast of Scotland - one of the 
biggest ever and in the most filthy 
weather! aod joined HMS 
Fearless, so I got to talk with some 
ol the Royal Marine Reservists .is 
well. 

“It was fascinating to hear about 


the wide range of jobs they all do in 
civilian life. There was even a poet 
I met. I said to him, rather conde¬ 
scendingly. ‘Oh, do you publish any 
of your work?’ - and somebody 
dug me in the ribs and said he was 
a best-selling author! 

“In the old days, before my time, 
the RNR was looked upon as 
rather an afterthought. Now it’s a 
totally different attitude - the way 
the RNR is appreciated by the 
Viw kaeM has chapped. 

“f’ve said to Navy people: is it 
helpful to you to have all these 
Reservists, because after all. by the 
very nature of the fact that thev are 
Reservists, you may find you have 
to look after them a bit more, per¬ 
il. tgsT 

“And they say ‘No, no, no - on 
the contrary, they fulfil some jobs 
in a way that even our people can’t 
do.* So they bring a different kind 
of professionalism. 

H ere’s something I’ve 
only reeently discov¬ 
ered. As you know, 
we have various dif¬ 
ferent branches in the RNR and 
one of them is the Air Branch. It’s 
been a sort of tradition that testing 
of new types of aircraft coming into 
service in the Navy - like the new 
Merlin helicopter - is done Ivy 
RNR pilots. It's no secret, but it’s 
a little known l.n/t. all the HUBS. 
And it’s wonderful for these civil¬ 
ian pilots to be able to fly Naval 
aircraft for a week or two a year. 

“Where so many naval establish¬ 
ments have been cut. there are cer¬ 
tain parts of the country where you 
never see a Naval uniform. They’ve 



• ALL WALKS OF UFE: Prince Michael meets Roval Marines 
Raaarvists on board HMS Fearless during a Joint Maritime Course 
of IP meat coast of Scotland. 


‘It is often the RNR uniform 
that you will see more 
than any other 3 


HO MERE 
FIGUREHEAD 


THE YOUNGER son of the Duke of Kent and Princess Marina, Prince Michael was born on July 
4, 1942, a few weeks before his father was killed in a flying accident while on active service. 
Educated at Eton, he entered the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst ini961 and was commis¬ 
sioned into the 11th Hussars (Prince Albert’s Own) in 1963. He qualified as a Russian interpreter 
and was appointed to the Ministry of Defence with responsibility for foreign military attaches. 
In 1970 he attended the Junior Command and Staff Course at Warminster and was later posted 
to the United Nations Forces in Cyprus. He subsequently served in the Defence Intelligence 
Staff and left the Army in 1981 in the rank of Major. 

Prince Michael is Honorary Commodore RNR and Patron of the Maritime Volunteer Service and 
the Sailors Soldiers and Airmen’s Families Association. 


dropped the bur on uniform being 
worn in public now. which is good 
news - but even so, it is often the 
RNR uniform that you will see 
more than any other. 

“All in all the RNR has got the 
bit back between its teeth now. It’s 
a happy shin - and I’m very proud 
to be part of it.” 

“The Maritime Volunteer 
Service closelv complements the 
RNR effort. It was born out of the 
RNXS when that came to a halt, 
rhm start lol of maritime skills 
that were going to be lost and over 
the years many people living in this 
country became very sad to see 
bow the Navy and toe Reserves 
and the merchant fleet, for that 
matter - had declined in strength. 

“The MVS was formed to pul 
that right - its team of men and 
women is determined to pass on to 
a new generation those maritime 
skills which underpin our national 


way of life. 

“Members of the MVS again 
come from all sorts of different 
backgrounds. Some used to serve 
m the Navy itself or in the 
Reserves. Others used to be mer¬ 
chant seamen and .« lot ol them 
are people who have never had any 
connection with the sea before but 
just have a love for it and want to 
demonstrate that 

“And now we've got about 
50 units around the coast to 
support the various authori¬ 
ties - and that means local 
people have a better under¬ 
standing of things maritime, 
too. 

“I’m pleased to say that we have 
now been formally recognised by 
the Navy because of our work in 
education and naming young fx<> 
pie in nautical skills. And the close 
association we enjoy with the Navy 


enables us to offer wider training 
qualifications and help young peo¬ 
ple to find jobs. 

“We’ve recently managed to get 
hold of Mime much-needed train¬ 
ing craft, including a Meet lender, 
and wc hope that each individual 
unit will have its own harbour 
launch for more local daytime 
training. 

“Funds for all these things will 
be locally provided and meanwhile 
we’re building our expertise in 
other things, like oil spill response. 

“I was up to visit one unit in 
Dundee at the end of last year and 
I hope lo visit two others in May in 
Fastbourne and Southampton. 
The spirit is terrific. T he boat 
they've got at Dundee, for exam¬ 
ple. when I saw it it was in rather a 
sad stale - but they’re terribly 
reMiurceful and full of motivation 
and I know they will make some¬ 
thing marvellous out of it.” 


LET’S LIVE 
TOGETHER 



Annington Homes offers a unde range of two, three, four and 
five bedroom properties in England and Wales , which have been improved 
and upgraded to varying standards. Ihese houses u>erc built when homes 
had more space . . . inside and out. 

We offer former and sewing members of the forces, preview information, 
forces preview days and special military discounts. 

For further information and to register your interest, please telephone 

0171 940 2318 


ANNINGTON 

HOMES 


Ufa" 
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Gangpfanft members you coufd 

WfN ONE OF FfVE 

FAMtiy DAY TfCKCTS to... 


Buthns 

Family Entertainment Resorts 


— 

.r ■ 1 i 


Can you help Noddy and his Toyland 
friends get through the maze below to 
reach the Skyline fiavillion? 

- 

vEV&r*** * 


NOPD, 




TO 


('•pvr'fbh and trademarks arc the property of Kitid Riston (all ri|At» rraerscd). 

Send your completed entries to - The Gang Plank Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth P01 3HH 

Name .. Age. 

Membership Number. 

Address. 


The Judges decision is final Employees of Navy Nows and relatives of Navy News and 
Buthns employees are mekgibfe. 

Closing date - 30th June 1999 


N o Ahoy for me this month, I’ll be land bound for 
the next few weeks whilst me bottom is 
scrubbed, the bottom of me boat I mean!! 

Before me and the crew set sail for our summer cruise we need 
to get the ship ship-shape! Whilst the crew scrub ofl the barna¬ 
cles I II be turning out all me old bits of rope and charts and 
smartening up me Captain's cabin. 



I might even get Susie to sew me some new Plank trousers and 
shirt, these old ones are getting a bit smelly, I've been wearing 
them for three years! 


Whilst I aet me ship ready to sail you could have a good old 
clear out of your bedrooms, you never know what you might find 
under your bunks! Next month we ll be off on the high seas, 
have you got any good ideas where we could go? 


J 


Something to 
smile about! 


ITS NATIONAL Smile Week from 17 May to 21 May so make sure you are ready 
to widen that grin and parade those pegs! 

Colgate make toothbrushes and toothpaste and have given Captain Plank 
some toothbrushes to give away to lucky members. 



Sheena Karim from 
Colgate is pretty hot on 
teeth and she says: 

“All of us need our teeth 
as they help us to: 

J Chew our food properly. 
J Speak clearly. 

J Give our faces their 
shape and form. 

So you should look after 
your teeth by: 

J Brushing properly 

□ Brushing twice daily 

J Changing your tooth¬ 
brush every three months 

□ Go for regular check-ups 
with a dentist 

J Cut down on the sugary 
foods between meals." 


CHAT PW members of the 

WHAT A c, ® v ® r J, Mw|es Farrier wrote us a 
Gang Plank are , l u * navigation satel- 
brilliant ,etter ei?e knows about satel- 
1 lites, so it °J^n|ckly because we want 

yaS£ •W* a,,lc,e on ,hero 

S< Thanks He'^oChloe 

,a ^ 0 VSs who ^d the presents that 

Captain Plank sent to them.^^ ^ bQth sea 
Verity Taylorand Tany ^ see picture o 
cadets and Jove »t_ ™u ^ ^ s@a cadets, 

IbSe SM S ine e" s 'i'mgTbit low 


can , 
load? 


Pets Corner 

THANKS FOR all 
your letters about 
your very clever pets. 

Keep them all coming 
and keep sending your 
photos - you never 
know your clever pet 
could be the “pin-up 
pet" for June! 

Ben Bolton's dog, 
Chucky is very cute but 
thinks he’s a cat! 

He rides on the cat’s 
back, eats the cat’s 
food and goes out of 
the cat flap. WOW, 
MEOW! 




Happy May 
Birthdays! 



Jet Sharp, Alana Harris. 
Oliver Curtis, Hannah 
Lewis, Gareth Williams, 
Kayleigh Dyda. Richard 
Pugh, Scott Sutton, Natalie 
Humphries. Samuel Taylor, 
Jessica Howgate. Joseph 
Stray, Tara Ward. William 
Hiller, Callum Miller, Scott 
Farwell. Marc Ball, Andrew 
Ball, Jack Hawksworth, 
Stephen Lapham. Kevin 
Buckley. Edward Cookson, 
Kenneth Saunders. Rebecca 
Farress, Harry Bailey, Luke 
Holland, Duncan Brookes. 
Kirsty Jowle-Morgan. 
Banjamin Riddleston, Polly 
Welch, Jennifer Gallagher, 
Johan Rietveld, Jack 
Cunningham, Carl Turner, 
Charlotte Harrison. Michelle 
Park. Scott Chaseley, 
William Lee Townsend. Jaan 
Dervishali, Keeley 

Wainwright. Gemma Lousie 
Parkin, Callum O’Connell, 
Sophie Thomas, Gavin 
Moore. Paul Murage, 
Timothy Finn, Joe 
Creighton, Darren Bowhan, 
James Goddard, John 
Carpenter, Claire Chipp, 
Nathan Phillips, Michael 
Teidman, James Turley, 
Stuart White, Gregory Wroe, 
Kevin Ayrey, Victoria Martin, 
Jonathon Greenall, Mitchell 
Barber, Joseph Wright. 
Jonathon Clayton. Andrew 
Lawrence. Robert Brown, 
Caleb Howgego. James 
Thorogood, Sera Llewelyn 
Davies, Jonathan Kemp, 
Matt Relf. Paul Gasson, Amy 
Warren, Robert Fletcher, 
Harry Litherland. James 
Warren. Sarah Sargent. Ian 
Morrice. Shane North, Ben 
Wilkinson. Timmy Rickard, 
Dean Barnett. Amy 
Thompson. Arran James 
Simpson. Zara Dulling. 
Kristian Behling. J Mann. 
Jane Morgan. Jeremy Talbot 
and Keith Higman. 
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PART 5: APRIL 22, 1949 - HMS AMETHYST, THE WORST OF HER WOUNDED 
EVACUATED, HEADS UP THE YANGTSE. HMS LONDON AND BLACK SWAN, SENT 
TO ESCORT HER, HAVE BEEN FORCED TO RETIRE AFTER COMING UNDER 
HEAVY FIRE FROM SHORE BATTERIES ... 


T'bc y«ngtsc Jncidem 



1315 A SUNDERLAND CIRCLES THE SHIP - 

BUT IS UNABLE TO LAND DUE TO HEA VY FIRE 


VITAL SUPPLIES ARE WITHHELD - AND THE CREW ARE ON 
HALF RATIONS. PLAGUED BY MOSQUITOES AND RATS 


SIMON 

THE SHIPS 
CAT. KEEPS 
THE RATS 
DOWN- 
AND HELPS 
PRESERVE 
VITAL 
STORES. 


THE DEAD ARE BURIED WITH FULL 
NAVAL HONOURS. 


THE CHINESE INSIST KERANS SIGN A ST A TEMENT THA T AMETHYST 
HAD WRONGFULLY INVADED THEIR NATIONAL WATERS. 


AT ANCHOR OFF TAN TA CHEN. A LANDING 
CRAFT ARRIVES TO TAKE OFF LT WESTON 
- AND DISEMBARKS LT CDR J.S. KERANS. 
WHO takes command 


22 APRIL. 0230 AMETHYST ANCHORS 

10 MILES FURTHER UP RIVER. 

SMALL ARMS FIRE IS HEARD FROM THE 
SOUTH BANK 




To be continued. ©iWtftwtr HAS 


WIN A TICKET 
TO THE 
BIGGEST 



IT IS no secret that this 
year's Royal 

tournament may be the 
very last. Held at 
London s Earl's Court, 
the Tournament features 
all sorts of exciting dis¬ 
plays from all three 
Services. 

Events include the 
RAF Dog Display team, a 
cliff assault by a crack 
team from the Royal 
Marines, stunt riding 
from the White Helmets 
Motorcycle Display 
Team and a race by 
teams from the daredev¬ 
il RAF Motorsports 
Association. 

As usual, one of the 
most exciting parts of 
the show will be the 
Royal Navy Field Gun 
competition. In our June 
issue we ll be giving you 
a real insight into the 
people that make up 
some of the Field Gun 
crews so you can cheer 
them on. 

But for this month you 
can win one of three 
family tickets to the 
Royal Tournament. All 
you have to do is write 
to us and tell us why you 
should be in the audi¬ 
ence for that last magi¬ 
cal moment of the 
Tournament's 120-year 
history. Good luck. Don't 
forget to include your 
name, address and 
membership number. 


REMEMBER that we 
promised you Technocat 
would find out more 
about Captain Cook? 
Well, he’s “pawed” over 
all the books and here’s 
what he’s found ... 

The son of a farmer, Capt 
James Cook was born in 
Yorkshire in 1728. He was 
just 12 when he started 
work in a shop. Later he 
served as a merchant sea¬ 
man and in 1755 joined the 
Navy. 

A brilliant navigator and 
chart maker (cartographer), he 
was a 40-year-old lieutenant 
when he was given command 
of HM bark Endeavour. 

This was designed to carry 
coal, and so was strongly built, 
could carry large cargoes and 
was able to sail in most types 
of weather - and Cook was to 
take her on a voyage of discov¬ 
ery to the South Seas. 


Cook's orders were 
'Eat up your greens' 


Scientists and artists accom¬ 
panied him to record his find¬ 
ings. The crew included skilled 
craftsmen, such as carpenters, 
sailmakers and musicians. 
There were also armed soldiers 
on board - Marines - who 
made sure they all behaved 
themselves and, more impor¬ 
tantly, protected the ship from 
pirates or unfriendly natives. 



• CAPT JAMES COOK: He knew that vegetables are good for you 


Life on board ship was pretty 
uncomfortable in those days. 
Many seamen would die on 
long voyages, mostly from dis¬ 
ease. But Cook was a good 
captain who made sure every¬ 
one took regular baths and 
aired their bed clothing. He 
understood that fresh fruit and 
vegetables such as cabbage 
helped prevent scurvy, a dis¬ 
ease caused by lack of vitamin 
C, and insisted on the men hav¬ 
ing as balanced a diet as possi¬ 
ble - even if they didn't like it 
much! 

Capt Cook and Endeavour 
travelled thousands of miles to 
the east coast of Australia. He 
called the place where he land¬ 
ed Botany Bay, because of the 
many new plants he found 
there. 

He led two more expeditions, 
in 1772-75 and 1776-80. In 1774 
he travelled the furthest south 
anyone from Europe had ever 
travelled, visiting Easter Island 
in the South Pacific Ocean. 

In 1779 he visited the 
Hawaiian Islands where he was 
welcomed by the natives and 
treated like a king. But after 
calling back there when his 
ship was damaged in a storm, 
they grew suspicious, fighting 
broke out and cook was beaten 
and stabbed to death - a sad 
end to the life of a great explor¬ 
er who always tried to make 
friends with any new people he 
met. 


Membership Application Form 

Please enrol mem mem b er of The Gang Plank dub I enclose a 
HO/cheqoc (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. 


Name 


Address 


.Postcode. 

D O B.Td No. 

Do you have any Brothers U Sisters D Apes f ] 
Special Interests: Sport LJ Music LJ Film/TV [_] 

Friends U Reading O 
Who docs this copy of Navy News belong to? 

Parent D Grandparent Q Other CD 
We will also accept payment by:- 
Visa, Solo, Delta, 

Access, Mastercard or Switch 



JOIN THE GANG PLANK CLUB AND 
YOU WILL RECEIVE A GOODIE BAG 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE SHOWN 


Send your completed form, together with a pmtal order/cheque for £3.25 Ur 

Captain Plank’s Club. Navy News, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3HH. 
If you would like any further informal ton before applying, call 01703 73355ft 
or 01705 826040 (24-boar answrrpbonc) 
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skydivers train in the USA 



• Four members of Exercise Desert Vortex take a break from team training at Eloy, Arizona. 


A TEAM of Navy Skydivers flew to the USA 
for a two-week training camp with the 
sport s World Champions. 

Perfect weather and daytime temperatures of 
25 degrees enabled the team to pack in an aver¬ 
age of 60 jumps each over 14 days, under the 
direction of the current eight-man formation sky¬ 
diving champions Arizona Airspeed.' 

Expedition Desert Vortex’, to Arizona's Eloy 
drop zone, saw the team jumping from 14,000ft 
from a variety of aircraft including a DC3, a 
Shorts Skyvan, Twin Otters and even a couple of 
air balloons. 

The team was led by 899 Squadron’s Lt Phil 
Lee and included Lt Al Veal (HMS Beaver) Lt Si 
Gair (DNR Manchester) S/Lts Rich Liddle and 
Dave Patton (BRNC Dartmouth) CPO Mick Tyler 
(CFM Devonport) POMEM Steve Lambert (HMS 
Bristol) PO Robbie Way (BRNC Dartmouth) and 
CpI Steve Naldon (RAF Lyneham). 

Support for the privately financed expedition 
from Director Naval Recruiting, the RN & RM 



• Lt Si Gair in free fall over Eloy, Arizona 

Sports Lottery, Cotswold Outdoor Clothing. 
DNPTS and local welfare and adventurous train¬ 
ing funds helped to offset the cost of both travel 
and coaching. 

Skydiving courses are available to 
Servicemen throughout the year. See your PTI 
for details. 


^ Draftv... The War Drafting Control Office 




Situations 
vacant 


iQ< 

Manchester Career Liaison 
Centre, required August for 
one year. 

MAA: Office Manager of 
London Career Liaison 
Centre, required August for 
one year. 

CPO (any) a shore billet 
as Coxswain of Cardiff 
University Royal Naval 
Unit. Required from 
December for two years. 

CPO (any) a shore billet 
as Coxswain of Oxford 
University Royal Naval 
Unit. Required from 
January for two years. 

POWTR for the British 
Embassy in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. Normal POWTR 
duties. Required from 
August for 30 months. 


War, crisis and the Reserves 


A UNIQUE and important section of the Naval 
Drafting Directorate is that of the War Drafting 
Control Office (WDCO). 

This is the office which co-ordinates the allocation of RN 
active service and reservist rating manpower to crisis and war 
billets, as weU as being responsible for adminislering all Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines ex-regular rating and other rank 
reservists. 


The section also manages lhe 
Dual Dr. »it w n t ern fore-matching 

ratines to Crisis billets) and (he 
Full Time Reserve Service scheme. 

NDD plays a major part in 
‘Crisis Regeneration’ exercises, 
with WDCO being the co-ordinat¬ 
ing section in the Drafting 
Directorate for such evolutions. 

These exercises are always use¬ 
ful but the next one. possibly in 
late 2000. will be especially impor¬ 
tant as it will be the first folic wing 
the many manpower changes since 
last year’s Strategic Defence 

Rev k \s 

The new Reserve Forces Act 


19% (RFA %) provides consider¬ 
ably more flexibility in the use of 
reserves than RFA SO did, making 
the roles of reserves more relevant 
to today's needs. 

The new Act covers females and 
allows reserves to be used, for 
example, in UN peacekeeping 
operations, something which could 
never have happened under the 
old Act. 

Every rat ingot her rank normal¬ 
ly has a reserve liability when they 
leave Active Service - if they are in 
receipt of a service pension when 
they arc released, they are enrolled 
in the Recall Reserve (RR). other- 


The War Drafting Control Office 


The War Drafting Control Office staff, with Centurion Building phone extension numbers, are : 


WIX’O and Registrar of Reserves 
Avsistant WIX'O Office Manager 
(Mfice Writer 
Reserves Administration : 

RN Pensioners 
RN RFR(A-K) 

RN RFR(L-Z) 

RM RFR Pensioners 

RFR Annual Reporting & FTRS 


Lt Cdr Nigel Parrv 2384 

POWWtr Iracev Newell 2105 

WWriter Rebecca Nellist 2485 

Mrs Pauline Bennett2046 
Mrs Mary Parry 
Miss Lisa Whitchcr 
Mrs Gail Brooker 
Mr Ron llarlev 


2153 

2199 

1513 

2152 



KOSOVO? 

Hello! Who do you still know in Centurion?” 


wise they join the Royal Fleet 
Reserve (Non Commissioned). 

Which Act applies? 

The Reserve Forces Act you are 
subject to basically depends on 
nn bethci you joined the s e rvice 
before or after I April 1997. the 
date that the new Act bec am e law. 

Clearly, nearly all individuals 
being released still have an RFA 80 
reserve liability but they are all 
given the option during their 
Release routine to elect to transfer 
to RFA %. with the pros and cons 
of both Acts being explained to 
them at that time. To date, over 
1.200 ex-regular Naval rating/other 
rank reservists have elected to be 


subject to the new Act. 

Under the new legislation, the 
period of reserve liability for rat¬ 
ings/other ranks will normally be 
six years while, under RFA 80. it is 
three yean i*>i the R1 KiNC) and 
until £5 yean ot age Ren rion en 
of the RR. Reserve liability is not 
optional, neither is it selective. 

One of the obvious peacetime 
benefits of RFA % is a scheme 
called Full Time Reserve Service 
(FTRS) which enables RFR and 
RNR personnel to volunteer to fill 
gapped service billets. It is not 
available to Pensioner Recall 
Reservists. 

The length of a single FTRS 
Commitment (contract) can Ik 


between three months and two 
years, with a formal agreement 
being drawn up between the ser¬ 
vice and the individual. Reservists 
nut) apply foi further 
Commitments and preserved pen¬ 
sion rights apply retrospectively 
once an aggregate of 2 years is 
completed. Reservists can apply 
either in general terms or for a spe- 
dfk billet, however, I ntS 
employment will always depend on 
a suitable job being available so 
cannot be guaranteed but. basical¬ 
ly, the more flexible an applicant is 
prepared i*> be, the better the 
chance of a Commitment. 

There are currently about 140 
reservist ratings, mostly from the 
RNR. on FTRS. About 30 of 
them are serv ing in ships while oth¬ 
ers arc in a wide variety of billets, 
in particular Shore Comms and 

()pv 

From the Service’s point of view, 
the scheme is helping to provide 
man pow et to i nits that may 

erwise have to remain gapped 
while, to reservists, there is the 
obvious attraction of defined 
employment without having to 
commit themselves for several 
years, as well as, especially in the 
case of the RNR. providing oppor¬ 
tunities for further training and 
experience. 

Any reservist interested in 
FTRa should apply through their 
Reserve Training Centre if RNR or 
to the Registrar of Reserves 
(WIX’O) if Royal Fleet Reserve 
(Non Commissioned). 



Remember the Navy News 
Millennium Calendar Competition? 

A big “Thank You" to the many, many readers who sent in their designs. 
It has been a very difficult task choosing the winners as all of the 
entries were superb. 

We were impressed by the skill, and attention to detail, shown by the older age 
group, and amazed and delighted at the imagination of the very young 
readers... Well done to you all!! 

The twelve winning designs of a Futuristic Navy will appear alongside the 
present day Fleet, in the prestigious Navy News Millennium Calendar. 

Supplies anticipated from September 1999 Price £6. 

We are expecting a huge demand and orders will be taken from August 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 


Winners of the Navy News Millennium Calendar Competition 

Overall Winner, 12-18 age group ... James Beedle of Hampshire. Overall Winner. 8-12 age group ... Michael Roberts of Powys. 

... Jenny Leggot of Surrey. Bryan Bowdell of Lancs. Chris Braid of Fife. Jade Fraser of Cleveland. Cheryl Marr of Peterhead. 

James Duncan of Peterhead. Tom Wilson of Hants. Nicholas Gyte of Suffolk. Matthew Vanns of Kent and Richard Bowdell of Lancs. 

We rtf ret we cannot show at! the winning designs within this advertisement , 
hut look out for them in future issues of the Navy Hews and in the Calendar. They are not to he missed! 
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Education 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL HAMPSTEAD 

Principal: Mrs (\A. Stibson B.A. tOxom 

|S|S INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7-18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent education 
whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure environment. We provide: 

• A broad based curriculum, well qualified stall and small classes. 

• Flourishing activities including Sport. Drama. Dance and Music. 

• Modem accommodation with good facilities. 

• Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

• Escort for young girls to travel termini. 

Applications are also invited from ex-servicemen in need, for whose 
daughters significant fee reductions could be available, if suitably 
qualified. 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School. 
Hampstead. 65 Rosslyn Hill. London NVV3 511). 
Tel: 0171 794 7707 

\ Regixtrmi »httrity fnundet! for tin■ ulumtuni nf the iluuqhtcrx #*/ \crvn emeu 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAM. P017 5BL 


Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 

GIRLS BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 

For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 

Please Telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. Om*r 


The biggest 

DECISION OF 
THEIR LIFE. 


You’ll ever make 



For further details apply to: 

The Headmaster. Kelly College, Tavistock. Devon. PL 19 011/ 

Tel. 01822 613005 Fax 01822 612050 
Registrar: KirwinC@aol.com 
Headmaster: KcIlyHMt&compuscrvc.com 
http://ourworld.compuscrvc.conVhomcpagcsAclly_collcgc 

A RffiUcird Chains which to ptmufc ctkx jliun Rcfrd No .106716 


WYKEHAM HOUSE SCHOOL 

G.S.A. INDEPENDENT 
DAY SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS 

(AGED 2 3 /4 - 16 YEARS) 

EAST STREET FAREHAM, HANTS. POI6 0BW 
Telephone: 01329 280178 Fax: 01329 823964 


ST JOHN’S SCHOOL,SIDM0UTH 

Boys & Girls 2 to 13+ 

“A Proven track record" 

(Sunday Times) 


Our realistic costs reflect our respect for family values. 

- only £2350 per term - 
family care and attention where each 
individual counts 


Write or ring for details to: St. John’s School. Broadway. 
Sidmouth. Devon, EX 10 8RG. 

Tel 01395 513984. Fax 01395 514539 
Si John\ is a charily No. 274864 and exists lo provide education for children 




of what w( 
build here 


If you’d like to find out more about why we are in such demand 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 


LOMOND 

SCHOOL 

Helensburgh 

10 Stafford Street, 
Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire 
G84 9JX. 
Telephone: 
(01436) 672476. 


Robert McDonald. Junior One pupil. 


Please contact 
the advertising 
department on 

01705724226 


GRAMERCY HALL SCHOOL^ 

CHURSTON FERRERS, TORBAY, TQ5 OHR 

Small {jiicndltf and udtctc AjSJI cAildncn c*joq successf 


A co educational independent day and boarding school 
for children aged 2X - 16+ years 

13+ scholarships available for September, 1999 

For prospectus please contact Mrs Beryl McNeil - 01803 844338 




Navy News 


' First Hundred adults 

Bags not exchangeable 



The first 100 people to 
present this advertisement 
at the Navy News stand in 
Museum Square 

at Chatham Navy Days 

witf receive a NtMs *’ 
Carrier bag of goody 
surprises 


We've got Poloshirts, 
Sweatshirts, Posters and lots 
more to give away in our lucky 
dip bags! 

Come along and say hello 
and sign our Visitors Book 


- we’d love to meet you! 
The Business Manager, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 


0^ Navy News - The Newspaper of the Royal Navy 
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^^M^ ^Recmitmen^&^usiness Opportunities 



Broaden Your Horizons 



The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian 
volunteers (including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war. at sea and ashore. 


ROYAL 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 



Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1,050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN), 
male or female and physically fit 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676. 


Lucrative Business 
For Sale 

Rare occasion to purchase a well 
established GUESTHOUSE 
of the highest quality in the 
premium letting area of Southsea. 
I minute from sea front. 9 letting 
rooms, completely separate owners 
3 bedrottm accommodation with 
private lounge/diner, 
bathroom /shower room etc. 
Ample off road parkitSM Salt 10 
include all commercial fixtures, 
fittings, goodwill and all future 
< onfirmed bookbt§i 

Further I)etuilH 
O 1 705 731043 


( LEAVING THE SERVICE? 


Train to be a Technical 
Author with our top quality 
distance learning course, 
learn at your own pace! 
Established over 10 yean 

THE COLLEGE OF 
TECHNICAL 
AUTHORSHIP 

FREEPOST NWW1804A 
PO Box 7, 
Cheadle, SK8 3YE 
t-. 0804) 980 1328 



Are you 

looking for a 

new career 

Then look at becoming a 

driving 

instructor... 

earn up to £400pw + car 

with job 

satisfaction? 

if the idea of working as a self-employed 
driving instructor appeals to you. then call 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 

FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 

CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 


CITY AND GUILDS 
7277 CRIME PREVENTION 
QUALIFICATION 

Northumbria Police, in conjunction with City and 
Guilds, have pioneered the only general crime 
prevention qualification in existence, and is now able 
to offer you the opportunity to achieve vocational 
competence in this area. 

The qualification contains a total of 20 units covering 
such topics as AUTO-CRIME, CRIME PATTERN 
ANALYSIS, DRUG ABUSE, VICTIMS OF CRIME, 
WORKPLACE VIOLENCE and many more. 

Distance learning material in all 20 topics is also 
available for purchase separate from the qualification. 
Northumbria Police are also seeking other 
organisations to offer this qualification nation-wide. 

Should you wish to receive further information on the 
qualification, the distance learning material or 
becoming an approved training centre, 

Please phone : 

GLORIA STEPHENSON on 01661 872555 X68436 



STOP PRESS! 

Advertise in these pages and reach one 
of the most highly trained and best 
disciplined work forces in the 
world. 

Call Debbie or Jane on 

01705 725062 or 724226 


CRUISE THE WORLD 


Work on luxury cnjtse ships Have fun & 
adventure Earn up to £3.600 pm tax free 
Positions at all levels For FREE 


information pack send TWO SAE to: 

Transitions Overseas 
(Ref.NN) 
PO Box 21832 
London SW6 5WE 


n 


OIL RIGS 

. The Essential Guide • 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED M 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESNT KNOW WHERE TO START. 

PACKED FULL Of ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

• BOOKS Kiln) • 

01283 869808 

8Cl«goAv«. Thomson C But Ml 
lane* FYS 1BJ. U K 




COLE AND SHARP 
LIMITED 
require 


Technical Authors, in the Aerospace Sector 
for the Yeovil area. 

Applicants should have ONC/HND in Mechanical or 
Electrical Engineering discipline. 


Please write with CV to:- 


Mr John Biggs 
Cole and Sharp Limited 
Hillfort House, Poundbury Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset. DTI 2PN 
Tel: (01305) 262186 Fax: 260321 


FLS Aerospace Limited 


The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry. FLS aim to be a world leader. 


Operating from London Gatwick. London Stansted. London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following: 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 




MECHANICAL Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training will be provided where necessary. 


This ts an outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement. 


Please apply in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker. 

Senior Personnel Officer. FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road. 
London - Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 IRE 


For Company information see our website at:* 
www.FLSAeropsace.com 

E-mail: guyw^flsaerospace com Fax No: 01279 680085 



BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


NEWSAGENT 0FFUCENCE TOBACCONIST 
LfTTLEHAMPTON W.SUSSEX 

Town centre of buw seaside community 

170 £200.000 PA UP £44.000 
I c.im/Ih»I d rent E6.000 l»\ 

New lease €31.000 K Hold £129,000 

Pleasant 2 bed Apartment above shop 


Telephone 01903 713334 


AMWAY - Your KF.Y to a better 
life. (All arcas/Counlrics) Ring 
07971 382154 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 

£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

to work in 1'< and 2"* line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation. Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 years, 
8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident and life 
assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 

Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: N 199 

All applicants will be reviewed and only those 
considered suitable will be contacted. 


Therm zone 

ThermOzone & ThermaCom are both member Companies of 
Therma Group Ltd. We specialise in the area of Building 
Refrigeration & Air-conditioning Maintenance. Our main base is 
at Reading, with a branch office opening in the East Midlands. 

ThermaCom seeks staff at our base locations for a variety of Engineering and 
Administration roles. 

ThermOzone seeks field service engineers interested in becoming highly 
specialised professionals on Commercial refrigeration, air-conditioning and 
water chiller plant 

As our MD is an ex-matelot. we understand the trepidations of people leaving 
the services and can cater for their needs whilst they adjust to Civvy Street. 

We encourage applications from all branches, and trades, not just engineering 
Currently we are looking to fill the following positions .. 

Sales / Admin / Stores Bench Fitters 

Site Installers / Stingers Field Service Engineers 

If you are due to leave this year then why not send us your CV. indicating your 
intended re-settlement area, and work preferences. 

To: Tracy Follet Therma Group Ltd 
Green Lane, Burghfield Bridge, 

Reading RG30 3XN 


ThermaCom 


•BODYGUARD'CLOSE PROTECTION' 
• SECURITY MANAGEMENT' 


TASK INTERNATIONAL are UN and FC0 
security contractors working both in the 
UK and world wide 

Many NAVAL personnel have found a 
successful second career in high level 
security through TASK. 

If you are eligible lor resettlement 
please contact 

Lisa Carter. Bob Dyson or Paul Randmp ft 


Task International Ltd 
Tel: 0171 582 9205 
Fax: 0171 793 1455 


E-mail secuntyOtask mt com 
Website www task-mi com 
CTP preferred supplier 

Chairman (Task International Ltd) 

Ma| Gen Sir Jeremy Moore KCB. QBE. MC 


CV SERVICE 

We present your military experience 
cleorly ond professionally lor your new 
career Complete content, structure, 
design ond printing service Choice of 
quality papers and superb designs 

Telephone (01865) 723962 


INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
seeks male/fenialcs Ambitious, 
caring, honest. Secure future. 
For more information call 
DAVID HEADS ON (07071) 222123 



Hunting Contract Services is a major contractor to the Ministry of 
Defence and is currently preparing to bid for a forthcoming contract 
in the Gosport area. As a result we would like to hear from the 
following categories of ex Royal Navy aircraft engineering personnel: 

^ Chief Petty Officer/Petty Officer 
Air Engineering Mechanics 

Mechanical trade (previous airframe/engine) 

O 

^ Leading Air Engineering Mechanics 

Mechanical trade (airframe/encine trade) 

^ Air Engineering Mechanics 

Mechanical trade (airframe/engine trade) 

All applicants must have previous rotary wing experience. 
Additionally, experience in helicopter salvage, recovery and 
transportation would be most beneficial. 

o 

Please apply in writing enclosing a current CV to: Mr R Davidson, 
Hunting Contract Services, Pembroke House, East Midlands Airport, 
Derby DE74 2SL. 

HUNTING Contract Services 
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Options 


Operation Allied Force 


Frigate rides 
shotgun for 
French carrier 



HMS SOMERSET has 
been guarding the 
French carrier FS Foch 
as her Super Etendard 
bombers attack targets 
in Serbia and Kosovo. 

Somerset went to a high state 
of alert when the first wave of 
attacks began and has kept up 
round-the-clock defence 
watches for a solid six weeks as 
the campaign continues. 

The ship tracked hundreds of 
Tomahawk missiles, fighters and 
bombers while monitoring the air 
threat to the Foch and scanning 
the seas for any signs of the 
Yugoslav navy. 

Reconnaissance aircraft were 
also launched from the Foch and 
video footage passed to HMS 
Somerset showed beyond doubt 
how effective many of the missions 
have been. 

OM Jamie Hough, who saw the 
tapes, said: “The bombing raids on 
Serbia and Kosovo are the end 
product of our work here - if we 
didn’t protect the carrier she 
couldn’t do her job. 





“We arc providing an essential 
service and it’s good to see the 
results of our protective duties.“ 
Remaining at such a high state 
of readiness places a huge demand 
on the ship’s company but 
Somerset’s CO, Cdr Michael 
Cochrane, said that they had 
coped admirably. 

He said:”Thc commitment, 
determination and dedication of 


mobiles direct 
would like to introduce 
‘navy call’ 

this package is for 
naval personnel, civilian staff k ^ 
and family members ONLY. 


mobiles direct has developed 
an exclusive package which 
leaves everyone else high and 
dry. ‘Navy Call’ bnngs you 
several important benefits 

For example you can join First 
for Families and get FREE 
discounts of 10% on peak 
calls and 50% on off-peak 
calk made to up to 10 
numbers of your choice! 

Save up to 73p per minute 

With International CaltSaver 
(optional) you can save up to 
73p per minute on 
international peak rate calk 

NO CREDIT CHECK for 
naval personnel. 

To order simply dial 

01752 252275 

170 Granville Road 
Plymouth PL4 9QD 

mobiles 
► direct 



The 

FREE 


FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 


We are pleased to 
announce 

the opening very soon 
of our new retail outlet 
and call centre in 
Plymouth 


Una rental 


Ipf 


includes: 

Ericsson 628 GSM mobile phone, 
just some of the features of this 
phone; Cal waiting. Caller I.D.. 
Call divert. SMS message. Cal 
back and very user fnendty 
Connection 

£5 worth of calk per month 
Calk to two tandkne numbers 
from now until the Millennium 
£10 voucher (enables you to 
choose your own personal no.) 

3 year warranty 

Phone shield (protects you from 
harmful radio waves) 

Leather case 
In-car charger 
rortaoie nanas tree 
Delivery (nationwide) 

Clip on coloured fronts (subject to 
avtfbbftty) 

Answering service 
Connection onto CeMnet Fart. 
Gives you discounts on calk, for 
example weekend cafts are less 
than Ip per nvoute 


jutt Ip per miniate 

£ I4 89 ♦ VAT Itemised b*r* 99p ♦ VAT 
Al pnen INCLUOE VAT 2ppvmn 
I Op cm Puk. 37p Peak Fra I 
i weekend. Sp Off Ptek. HSpPtesk 




»llr»et 


• FAREWELL: HMS Grafton sails for the Adriatic where she is taking over HMS Somerset s fob of 
helping to protect the French aircraft carrier FS Foch. pk*** sm 


• LOOKOUT: OM Matt Multan keeps a watchful eye on the Adriatic 


the team has not wavered and their 
professional approach stems from 
a desire to end the humanitarian 
crisis in Kosovo. In supporting the 
Foch, I believe that we have done 
our duty in attempting to end a 
regime of oppression.” 

□ Somerset is due to be relieved 
by HMSCirafton and is expected 
to return to a rousing reception at 
Dcvonport at the end of April. 


Grafton sails early 
as the savagery in 
Kosovo intensifies 


A S NAVY NEWS 
went to press 
Portsmouth-based 
HMS Grafton became 
the latest Royal Navy 
warship to join forces in 
the Adriatic. 

As the refugee crisis in 
the Balkans deepened and 
bombing raids over Serbia 
reached a new intensity, 
Grafton was given an emo¬ 
tional send-off by friends 
and relatives when she set 
sail on April 12. 

The ship, which is joining 
the French carrier group and 
taking over from HMS 
Somerset, is commanded by 
the Navy's youngest sea-going 
Commander, 35-year-old Bob 
Sanguinetti. 

As Grafton left for the 
Adriatic two weeks earlier than 
originally planned, Cdr 
Sanguinetti told Navy News: 
“We have been watching 
developments in the Balkans 
very closely, as you would 
expect. 

“Every man and woman on 
board has an important job to 
do within HMS Grafton and 
preparing for this deployment 
has provided a very strong 
sense of purpose and focus. 
Morale is extremely high. 

“I think we share with most 
people an anxiety about what 
is h appening in Kosovo and a 
willingness to bring the 
humanitarian catastrophe to 
an end as soon as possible. 
Whatever contribution we can 
make, we will be ready.” 

Grafton is no stranger to the 
world’s hot spots - exactly a 
year ago she was leaving 
Portsmouth for an eight-month 
tour in the Gulf which included 
operations off the coast of Iraq 
and she only arrived home in 


Cdr Sanguinetti said: “We 
ere a professional military 
organisation and as such our 
men and women expect to go 
away for some time on deploy- 


“But we also have organisa¬ 
tions in place to ensure that 
our families and friends can be 
kept up-to-date with what the 
ship is doing while we are 


The volatility of the situation 
in the Balkans makes it impos¬ 
sible to say exactly how long 
Grafton will be away, but she is 
expected back some time in 
the summer. 

□ The partnership between 
Somerset, Grafton and the 
Foch came as a direct result of 
the St Malo agreement signed 
by British and French Defence 
Ministers on board HMS 
Birmingham last year. 

The agreement cleared the 
way for the closest naval co¬ 
operation be t ween the two 
countries for well over 100 


KGFS 


nil m \i \k i rs’ih\ uii\ 



I n 1998 KGFS distributed nearly £3M to over 80 nautical 
chanties • a record, but not nearly enough to meet the 
demand. Roughly E1.49M went to Royal Navy Charities, 
£1.23M to Merchant Navy Charities and 
£0.23M to Fishermen’s Charities 
and Missions. 

You can help us support seafarers and 
their families in need - people who 
continue to be vital to our national 
survival. A donation or legacy 
would be warmly welcomed. 

Making a Will is. for some, a daunting prospect and 
often a task which is left until 'tomorrow ' Please ask for a FREE copy 
of our new booklet offering comprehensixe guidance for making a Will. 

A TIME TO REMEMBER AND A CHANCE TO REPAY 

— - -- -- -------------- 

Please send me details of 
KGFS and a FREE - Your Will' booklet 

Nae 
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(Ptemse air block letters ) 
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Postcode 



KING 

_ /GEORGES 
FCINDforSAILjORS 

Rag Chanty No 226446 


Please return to: 

Wilma Fogg 
Legacy Manager 
KGFS 8 Hatherley Street 
London SW1P 2YY 
Tel: 0171 932 0000 
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Appointments 


Commodore A. K. Backus to 

be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
be Rag Officer Sea Training in 
succession to Rear Admiral R. J. 
Uppett. Sept. 7. 

Commodore S. R. Meyer to be 
promoted Rear Admiral (July 1) 
and to be Military Adviser to the 
High Representative Sarajevo in 
succession to Air Vice Marshal P. 
V. Harris. Aug 2. 

Commodore T. P. McCtement 
to be CO HMS Cornwall and Capt 
F2. Aug 19 

Cdr R. C. Twitchen to be CO 
HMS Liverpool and Capt D3. Aug 
25. 

Cdr 11 R. B. Wallace to be CO 

HMS Sutherland Aug 24. 

Lt Cdr D. B. Turner to be CO 
HMS Beagle Aug 31. 

Lt Cdr 11 C. Allibon to be CO 
HMS Quom Aug. 17. 

Lt Cdr A. P. M Rolph to be CO 
HMS Brocklesby Aug 3. 

Lt Cdr A. K. Waddington to be 
CO HMS Walney July 12. 

Lt Cdr A. M. R. Horsley to be 
CO HMS Dumbarton Casde. July 
12 . 

Lt Cdr R. M. Tuppen to be CO 

HMS Bicester Aug 4. 


Points 


THE FOtLCJWBAG 
rose at the lop of each advancement 
lor PO and loadng rates m Apr* after 
Bl3a 


lo recervs mam porta or baAora tw i 

' taka account of tiam 


im (M 4 96). m 


CCMEAEL rt (5 6.98) Ml: CCMEAMLSM 
rt (10.9 98). Ml CCMEAELSM Dry. Ml. 
CCWEAADC W (11 12 96). ? CCWCJdff 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the May headlines 
of past decades ... 


40 years ago 



• HMS London - the last Royal Navy shi f 
leave Malta when the island s role as a Bn 
base came to an end in 1979. 


THE DUKE of Edinburgh. Captain General of the 
Roval Mannes. accepted the Freedom of the City 
of Portsmouth on behalf of the Corps Presentation 
of an illuminated scroll took place at Eastney bar 
racks. 

Navy News asked why no current ship bore the 
name of the Navy's greatest hero, and suggested 
that one of the new Tiger-class cruisers should be 
named HMS Nelson 

30 years ago 

DURING trials in the Channel. Cdr Freddie Hefford 
and Lt Cdr R. Burns piloted two Phantom jet fight¬ 
ers in a touch-and-go first landing of the type on a 
British carrier - HMS Eagle. Full arrested landing 
was due to take place the following month. 

Sixty three warships from 12 NATO countries 
took part in a Royal Review at Spithead to mark the 
20th anniversary of the Alliance 

20 years ago_ 

THE ARMED Services received an average 24 2 
per cent pay rise to bring Service people nearer to 
comparability with civilians. In its report the Armed 
Services Pay Review Body recognised the well- 
documented problems of overstretch and serious 
manpower loss. 

Thousands of Maltese lined Grand Harbour to 
watch the departure of the Royal Navy at the end 
of a British Service presence in the islands of 
Malta lasting almost two centuries Last ship to 
leave was the County-class destroyer HMS 
London. 


Officer promotions 


THE FOLLOWING provisional selections lor 
promotion Have been mads SO and SL 
Promotons are effective on Oct 1 ttos year 
GL promotions are adjusted by seniorities 


GENERAL LIST 

WARFARE 

To LI Cdr J O Money (1.8.99). AP 
Bums (14 2000). WNN OggN (1 1 2000). 
J Le S Perks (188000). PJ. Douglas 
(1 12.2000). D.W Knight (1.122000) 

ENGINEERING 

To Lt Cdr M E Gayler (1 12 99). J.G. 
Htoham (1.18000). J N MacLeod (1 3 2000) 
GR Shaw (1 5.2000). AS Gregory 
(1 6.2000). I Affuns (1.72000). AP Ewen 
(172000). P Marshal (1.92000) 

SUPPLY 

To Lt Cdr AH TatooQ (1 12 99) 

SPECIAL DUTIES 

WARFARE 

To LI Cdr All JA Fraser. G R Bushe*. 
G J Cooke. F D Wood. A/U Cdr K M Cowie. 
CM Talbot. All Cdr R Edwards. AD. 
Woodruff. L Thomas. MG H abwsM, A 
Home. R Knights. R P Stephens. All Cdr 
IS f“ 


Maude. NE Bassett. D A Jones. PD 
Norman. S R Sugden. KJ Taytor 

SUPPLY 

To Lt Cdr • D O V Moore. G.D Bryant I P 
Freegard D Williams DC Twist. M T 
Hams. N R Hoffwid 

MEDICAL SERVICES 
To Lt Cdr DA Griffiths. AU Cdr WM 
Durrsng 

ROYAL MARBAES 

To Captain SO - M R Green. S.W 
Richards. K.C Tupman. Loc Capt P 
Bear ley RM. J W Reed 

To Captain SO(B) B MM* 

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST 

WARFARE 

To U Cdr R M Whitworth. M O 
luscombe. MG. Johns. RJ King. BH 
Marsh. J L. Hartley. P.F. Callaghan. PJ. 
Hayde. DG Howard. AJW Rae. D 

- i-*- — r 7 s a - a - n | x - O A 

LJOiCS/nHn, b.U- nj nOEWfl. oJ 

Deeney. AP Yardtey. J W. Barker. T.A. 
Pegrum. M J Avison. AS Murray. I. 
~ ‘ . C.R. Mder. All Cdr T Ash 


To LI Cdr M R Momman, S J Barren. 
N R. Sergeant. A Ford. LA Wlnslon. M J 
Dolby. All Cdr PJ.- 


O Shaughnossy. D G 
Sheppard. M Mason. M N Robertson. All 
Cdr GA Burnett P T Gunther. GA NfchoAs 


JJ. Hoyle. D Payne. 
B W Gienrve. C. L 


G Atherton PJ. DuQon 
Lowes. AJ Porter DJI. 


ENGINEERING 

To Lt Cdr P Adorns. Alt Cdr M R 
Preston. SO. Wee. SB Smith. IR 
Lmderman. PB Matthews. M A RossAer. 
S C Roberts. All Cdr J M Panto* 

SUPPLY 
To U Cdr C.T. Shields 

FEMALE NON-SPECIALISTS 
To U Cdr J.K Sprmgen. PA Edge. PJ 
Graham. S E Wdue 


Promotions to Chief 


base dates ol tw lop effgbte personnel The 
number toffowvig the potti (or bode dale) • 
the number advanced n Aprs 


LS(SR) - 91 (15 1096). NT. POfSEAl 
676(10 11 92). 1; POCY Dry. Mi POCO 
614 (8993). ML LRO Dry. 1. POPT 583 
(12 10 93). ML RPO - 7B9 (7.7 92). 2; 
POUBKLXOS) rt (9999). 4; LMEMHL)* 
-) rt (26498). 2. POMEM(l«XOS) $20 

1 96). 8. ueimos) 193 ( 91195 ). 

249 (5 9 96). 1; LWEMfOt • 


DO Ini (11 12 98). 2; 

(12 3.99). Ml: CCWEAWDOSM - rt 
(122 99). 1; CCWEASWSMAV9M - Dry. Ml. 
CCWEASWSTECSM Dry. Mi. CCAEAM 
144 (19 97). Ml CCAEAR W (1.1 99). Ml. 
C CAE AWL 296(1.196). 1 

PO(EWXO) 300 (169.96). 1 LS(EW) 
rt (17 3 « 1; POm 197 (16 1 96). 3: 

LS(M) • 201 (132 96). 2. PO(R) 426 
(l75.94).1; LS(R) rt(119.97)1 PO<$)- 
156(14996). 1. LS<S) 231 (14 11 96). 1; 
PO<D) 466 (17994). 1; LS(D) 719 

(10 3 92).!; POOBWEb) 69 (19 11 96). ML 
LapMT) - rt (11 3 97). ML PO(3R) 496 
(14.694). Ml 


Deaths 


CPOMEA(EL) Martin Alan WWto CFM 

Portsmouth Ships included Ark Royal, 
■ustnous. inwiabte. Plymouth. Glasgow 
March 18. aged 31. 

Cpi David Bests on RMB StorWouM at 
MOOHU Demlord. Plymouffi April 5 

Mne Mark James IMtor 45 Cdo AAarch 

21 . 


ir wmm I PBtar GBE. KC8. 
Erst engineer officer to be Ctoel ol Fleet 
Support (1979 81) and Arst to be 
Commandant of Royal Coffege ol Defence 
Stakes (1982-83). Served 194293. Steps 
Included HMS Aistoous RNEC AAanadon 
1946 51. Alert. HM Dockyard 
Corunna. Locfsnvar. staff aI CnrvC S / 

6 S America. Tigw. Assistant to Director 
General Slaps. Adanadon (CO 1973-75). Port 
Admiral Rosy* 197977. Assistant CFS 
1977-79 Commodore RNSA 1960 83 and 
later LAs Commodore, member of Royal 
Yacht Squadron and S<*iare Nigger Club 
RNVR Youth Sad Trartng Trustee prescient 

QSl a a I I. .1 a mm nrrtbw■ lAAt Aff 

Hri Mooem rmMiffO^ wOOriDOfi i W * 

member of Forces He*> Society and Lord 
Roberts Workshops Member of f 
of RN Officers Feb 24. aged 75 
Capt David Goodwin CBE DSC. < 
sr and navigaior of Swordflsh averaft Irom 
HMS Eagle wtoch attacked totoan fleet al 
Taranto m Nov 1940 Served 192960 
Steps Empress of rtka. Comwefl. Kent. 
AAMoya. London. Courageous (820 NAS as 
observer). Eagle (824 NAS). 819 NAS (CO 
1941). Condor (1942 44). Glory (Pacdc). RN 
Staff Coffege RAN loan 1950 52. HMS 


k P0MH0I 249(5 9 96). 1; LWEMflOt - 
M6 (29 3 *#5). ML toV*EM(fl)(G8) 262 
[4 7 96). 1; UVBNRXGS) 422 (6 5 941. Ml; 

-/— . 1; LGHIQ8) - 

I - 890 (5 11 91). 

___ (16.694). Mi; 

POSA(GS) 483 (303.941. 1; LSAfOS) - 
123 (267961. 1; Vtmm& A ) 576 (4 6 93). 
£Umi(OS) 526 (9 1293). 2; POMA Ini 
(113 97). 3; LMA 107 (9.7 96). 3; 
POMHMOI - 897 (612 92). 1; LS(SXSaf) 
• 680 (73 6 92). 1. 

FOTTIMBM) • 563 (318.93). NU; 

LSrrSXSM) 582(10 6 93). ML POk8(8M) 
348 (11.10 94). ML UIO(9M) • Ini (9 6 90). 
I; POMEM(L)(8ai) - M (6 2 96). Mi. 

I) Ini (1X397). Ml POMEM- 
y. 1; LMBimM Dry. ML 
679(3 11 92). Ml LB 
1391). m posa<- 
5M) Ini (4 12.97 
• Infl (10 2 99). ML LWT1 
rt (25 4 97). Ml. POCA(»D Ini (3 12 97). 


Hamer (CO 1962 54). Duchess (CO). Ctesf 
ol Staff to Flag OMcsr Av Home (Adml Sir 
Caaper John). Cleol oI Staff Bnash Naval 
A is slon. Wa sl engton 1956 60 Chavman of 
Setocflon Ba-vds tor Entry as EOs to Ovd 
Service 1966. Chairmwi Adoestry ol 
Agricu lture & Fwhenes Far ming H ousing 
Board, chaeman of board Aor pbong reared 
olftcers vi Service posts Former commmee 
member of FAA Officers Assoaeaon Feb. 
26. aged 67 _ 

PtoSSTcBlTro 0EZcas> 

tarn RNR. served 1937 66 AdN 192896 


NM: LCM(SM) - 735 (3.11.91), 

POSTD(Slf) 749 (8.3.92). 1. LSTD( 

303 (16.6 94). 1; POA(AH) 706 (13.10. 

1; LACAM) 443 (15 2 94). 4; POA(MET 
Dry. ML LAfMETOC) N (2 10 97). i; 
POA(PHOT) 1066 (5 6 90). Ml; POAIK) - 
634 (16 nil). Ml. LAI9E) M (1139711; 
POACMN 527 (22 7 93). 2; POAC - Dry. 
Ml; POAEM(M) rt(1.i0 96).3; LAaRM) 
464 (21.10 93). 6. POAEBMI) • IM 
(1 10.96). 2; LABR*) 603 (24 3 93). 2: 
POAEIRL) Dry. Mi LAEIRL) 469 
(17^9414 

POmmt ■ 296 (15596). 1; POW(RS) 
688(13 10 92). 1. LWRO Dry. Ml POwPT 
Dry. Ml RPOW 740 (11192). Ml; 
POWCA Dry ML LWCH Dry. Ntf POW- 
STD 875 (9.4 92). Ml; LWSTD 251 
(19 10 96). 1; POWBA 310 (18 96). Ml. 
LWSA OrvMI POWWTR 5>0 (20 9 93), 
Ml. LWWTR 467 (24 3 941. ML POWWT R - 
(88 - M (11 7 97). Nd. POW(METOC) Dry. 
ML L ffMETOQ - Dry. ML POWPHOT 
494 (5 1093). ML POWAEMOi - Dry. NM; 
UMBRU) Dry. ML POWAORVI) Dry. 
ML 

LWAEAffR) Dry. Ml; POWAEIRI) ° r f- 
Ml; LWABUL) • Dry. Ni. POWETS 1067 
(15.11 JOLMr. LWTTS 631 {22992). ML 
LWTEL 758 (3.12.91). Ml; POWWA 642 


Reg Hffto Shps veduded Renown. Wbff 
Dec ». aged 96 

Harry RRtor e> Yao. served 1933-50 

a pe Leander Madard. GAouceetar. Royal 
L DiAe of Wvk. USS Souto Dakota (ba¬ 
ton) Jan 16 n Austraffa. 

U Norman Norris Robbins RN (retd) 
Feb 28 

881 HutcMne «CY served 1935-58 


(10 3 93). Ml: LWWA 380 (7 9.941. Ml. 
POWOHYG IM (17.1187). Ml. POWOSA 
rt (30.187). M; LWDSA U (10 12 96). 
ML POEMO) - Dry. M. LEN(G) Dry. Nl; 
PONN 15/ (145 »). ML POI4A(Q) Dry. 
m LMA(Q) Dry. Nl 

PO(AWW) - Int (17 12.98). Ml; 
tiMRAWWI • M (88881. 0; PO^MWT) rt 
0.10.97). Ml. LOMAffTT) rt (14.7 96). Ml; 
POOM0 - rt (212 96). Ml; LOMUW) • M 
(5 3 96). NM; PO(EW) • Ini (24 7 97). Ml; 
LONfRV) * rt (25 3 90). ML. POCMMA - rt 
(8886). 2. ibmpMf Ini (9 6 96). Ml; 

1 Ml ; LOM(q • rt 
k) Ini 1182.98). Nd. 
rt (29.7 9/). ML POfTSth 77 
(14.11 96). ML LO-fTeM) lot (29 1 97). 
Ml; P6fC8M) 263 (10 10 95). Nd: 
LOffHCSM) rt (103.99), Ml PQfWBM - 
249(71186). 3. LOflt(W8M)• 633(23 2 93). 
2. 

t quoted lor women In tie tal¬ 
es. wtveh have no exarrsna 
cl higher rale, are appfced m 
i BH1066 Chapter 22 
POWTEL 929(1 4.93). Ml 
The number ol Bl3s wsued in toe female 
categories am 
female shore roe 


(6588). 11; 

LOflRSSaf) 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafkng m Apnl for the following lo be 
advanced to A/CC Arttocer^Techniaan 

To ACCA£A(L) MR Peters (DNAS 
Yeovdton) 

To AtCALAOi) D H Mchott (RNAS 
Culdroee) 

To ACCWEA - M E Dooley (CFM 
Portsmouth). LJ. Large (SCU Leydens 
ACNSL A.E. Richards (SSlCWTA Port. ) 
M J Thistle (Cofltogwood). AJ Thornton 
(SSAiCWTA Ports.) 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Na val Dra fkng n ^nl tor toe toffowmg io be 
promoted to Chief Petty Officer 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 
ToCPO(EWXO) aC KpEng (Dryad) 

To CPCHlf) S W Pickup (Cumborland). 
N S. Gffee (York) 

To CPO(IIWXO| * G S Wafcer (FSU 03) 
TO CPO(l«) • P.N Towsey (Noti.rKjr,^. 
G B Porter (CMCFtoeO- 

To CPO(S) J.E. Dodd (RN Gtoraltv) 
REGULATMG 

To MAA A J Gover (OCLC Bnstof). W 
AAckiethwarte (Newcastle). C.R. Lwnbert 
(Exceffent). JA Towey (Cartkff) 


SUPPLY ANO SECRETARIAT 
To CPOCA K N Fear on (Mcfwnond) 

To CPOWETS LJ Grady (Netoon) 

To CPOSA: • JA AdcKenna (London). 
S M. Griffiths (Cafsdoraa CFS) 

To CPOSTD S J Benham (RNAS 
Yeovdton) 

To CPOWTR LT Gwynn (2SUCNH). D 
Hampton (NMA Gosport) 

MEDICAL ANO DENTAL 
To CPOMA PT Donoghue (MOOHU 


Dr John 
1942-44 


DSC AAdstvpman 
oI HMS Penelope 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Lt Cdr A E. Anderson Stops Copra. 

rd. Daedalus. 


To CPOMEM(M) O P Muffan (Herald) 
WEAPON ENGMEERP4G 
ToCPOWEMR) H Adcfafl (DCSARadto 
FSK) 


Ken Burton S Liverpool. Feb. 14. 
Rlcherd Reed. Brecon Ex-Yeo S«gs 
served 1939-46 Stops Psmbroks. Pyramus. 

L FelT 21. aged 78 


(induing 

Andarva. Osprey. 

Cetondne (D Day) F ar nhsm Casks (CO). 
P evensey Castle (CO). Angudto (CO), voter 
an of Affanffc and Arcac convoys An 1 946- 75 
commanded almost every Cunard poseenger 
Aner and was staff captam and reffsf master 
of Queen Mary and Q u ee n Etzabeto 
Treasurer ol Inlemabonal Federation of 
StopmaBtart’ flaaonakon. Younger Brotoer of 
Tnrwy House Lveryman of Hon Company 
of M a st er Manners Freeman ol City of 
London Feb 27. aged 86 

Lt Cdr Peter Begley, power of Aircraft 
Hdtwfj Drancn <tnc memom Of am 
Association In Swaziland. Dec. 12. 

Andrew Unden Laing. e* CY Stops: 
Euryafue. Mgsna. Wamor. Apcao. Protector. 
Cansbrook cash Centaur Atxon AAenrtu 
of HMS Euryalua Amocwflon Nov. 15. 

Tony Stafford. ex-CPOAMD. member ol 
Yorks branch ol FAA Assoaoffon Fab 20. 
U Cdr Roy John Eada RN (retd) Fsb 


Atoo Eagle. Vmmxi Feb 12. 

Lawrence John (Charffe) 

CMEAP). served 195692 Shoe 
Defender. Bulwark Atoton Feb 24. aged 61 
John David (Joe) Sage, ex ERA1 
served 1959-63 induded Eskimo 

Kent Feb. 16. xged 56 

Aten V. Frame ex LS. served 196662 
Stops Chivalrous. Vsryan Bay. Cockade 
Fsb 19 aoed 66 

GeorgsJonssMBE StopsridudsdFffJS 
Bother. 1st Escort Go during Battle ol 
wr of Rover 
l Feb 9. aged 75 
Alec Barker ex-NA served 1944^47 
Stope: Empress. GotdcresL RNAS Ukussa. 


__ Cygnet. Vanguard 

Oryod. Drake. 

Capt (S) NL C. BetoMturray C8E Stope 
SI Angsto. Pembroke. Zulu. Stkm. Victory. 

Lt K A Bemsa Stope Aten. 




U Cdr K R Boys-Stones Stops Jewel. 
Sussex. Arethusa. Woohw ch . 


Theseus Tyne. P reetoe ni . 

-L Bract - 

Vulture 




Victor y 

Cdr M. Brace 06E Shfee^ Eagle. 


Richard (Dick) Squire ex-L/leL WWli 
Stope Aberdorean. Sutton. 


ssra 


Legron. RN Services 


Scyia. ALTBs 
r of Royal 

Association 


1, aged 77. 

u r. a / 


Stops vie 
Of HMS 


Pkius 


First time buyers - we have the 
mortgage that’s right up your 

STREET LANERlACE 


■ 

Wherever you're looting to buy your home, look no further tor Vie 
mortgage that's rteaffy suited to you You can be assured ol tost class 
service every tme. with advice guaranteed by AJtod Dunbar - one ol the 
UK’s largest mortgage introducers. 

Please call Steve Abbott MUA«kp). Gary Jackson mua <<kp) 
or Peter Parish MUA«kpi Financial Planning Consultants 
on 0113 242 2212 oc 0973 622495 (mobile) 

Atoed Dunbar Assurance pic Canal Wharf. Leeds LSli 506 

YOUR HOME B AT RBK S YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 

OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON FT. 

STnS-SJT 



HMS Pique 194645 Aiember 
Anondw A4arch 8. aged 85 

Tony Rlcherd Crawley, ex POWEM 
Stope beyfta. Exeter (Faffdanda War), York. 
D vmmghem March 14. aged 37 

WNftm John Webb, ex CPO. Pnnce of 
W a le s suvivor and veteran of Affanffc and 
Arcffc convoys. Pacific, AffedHerranean 
rtkidng Malta and M Africa and Norway 
Other sh*» rttoded HMS Aleteor Jan 18. 
aged 78 

Harry W. Tebb MBE MSM. ex FMAA 
served 1947-78 Stope Agneourt Aueorwa 
Dryad. H ermes (evacuation of Cyprus 1974. 
MBE). Heron. Leopwd. A4agpe Flsin wffs 
i ricopom. z* v ocvy VLA.IQH 

A - - ■■ r - m _A xWff--Pj-hnnh 

TTTWiBfXj. txCrftSnt (rwguunng ocnooi) 
Fe b 22. aged 67 

192650 Stope Erebus. W b term a n. AflaAoya. 
Diana. Kent FAA observer torn 1906. serv 
mg m Rueanoue and Ark Royd (CO 827 NAS. 


Pr esteem Triumph. 


Cdr O. L Cobb CVO Stop* Malaya 
Sheffield Ecftpee. Cockade. Presteenl. 
Cwceffeto 

Cap! E. L Cook DSC Stop* KeMn. Kmg 
Alfred. Caryskxt. Deane. Chequers. Barfleur. 
Grenvde te.igHr. Neteon. Wamor 

U Cdr C. C o m aflu a Stops Vakant 
Burges. Wookwch. Wagga Orton. Drake 
fhe Rev (U Cdr) J. A. Crace DSC 
S tops j ouffiarnpton. Hawkins. Quentin. La 
Melpomene. Ledbury. Vernon. Phoebe. 
Cuntoerlarte. Royakst. Cteopatra. Lioness. 
A ffate rt o n e St Auetefl. Venus AAarvel. Zest 
SU R. W. Evans Stops: Juno. Jems. 
Saunders. Lancaster. Fulmar. Jamaica. 
Lrtcom. Mercury Highflyer. Ark Royal 
Sandaiflng. 

LI Cdr H A. FtekBng Stops Tyne 
Cochrane Victory 

U Cdr D Oxtey Stope: Renown. Feroze 
Duke of York. Zest. Tyne. Arfftex. Neptune 
Commodore D. L Reymond AC 
Stops Bytown. Southampton. “ 

Vhnd. Renown. Viscount 
o^tanr w . rireffenf HOOttaw 

Lt W R Senraes Stops Cowdray. 


Stops Scotsman. St 


Fortitude. Ekssa I 

Fred Knox weociale Col 
Slav holder 

LeeNe Donkin Wear 
SOCA member Feb. 4. aged 

floneM Edwin Waters. Nuneaton tx 
Tel. served 1942-46. Feb. 23. aged 74 

J9Cx nuyntv kxjnofn mtmow rtai 

(Off) Stops included HMS Tru m peter 
John Harold Thorpe. Leeds No 1 
(Headkyley) Ex AP096A. served 1942 57 

Joseph Roblneon Wader. Leeds No. 1 

(Haadnteey) Ex LS Aged 76 

Joe Hsaamth Nortowich Ex AB Stops: 
mckteed HMS Obeckent Member of 17ti 


FLEET AIR ARM (ENGMERB4G) 

To CPOAEM(L) - GJ C Squtob (800 

n CPOAEARM) • J.P Fehetey (MTS 

Cukkoae) 

To CPOAEM(R) C M Purceff (Suftan) 
FLEET AJR ARM (NON ENGtffEEAMG) 
To CPOAC RM Grant (RNAS 

Yeovdon) 

To CPOACMN B Buggers (845 Sqn) 

To CPO(AH) - C^Womble (RNAS 
Culdroee). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPOMEM(Af) • BR Benoeft 

(Trafalgar) 

To CPO(SSM) • D O. Squve (Victorious 
Porg. 

To CPO(TSSM) - PJ. AAarshaff 

(Trenchant) 

CPO ARmCERTECHMCIAN 
Commodore Naval Drafkng has been noff- 
fled ol the toffowmg advancements to CPO 
Artftcer/Techraaan made by COs 

To CPOAEA(Af) RJ Booth (DNAS 
A4ASU). I B Downey (RNAS YeovUton) 

To CPOMEA • K Hannah (Vlgffont Port) 
To ACPOMEA R P Askew (Brave), KA 
Humphries (Trenchant). J.l. Hutchings 

(Brave). LKJff. McCormick (Drake CPU). 
J.C. TBer (CFM Porlsmouffi) 

To CPOMT JJ Kendafl (RH I 


Cdr C 


tB 


Lt Cdr L D. T s m pte flch erde Stope: 
Queen Ekzabeth. Hasty. Torbay. Tiptoe. 

— Mercury. 


Sturdy. 

. wnon lfwvxa. 




ou0 Stops 
( oi*.»o.*xjs. Royal 
■dess. U lster (Baffle 
of River Plate, seriously ewunded). 
Borviventure (sumvor). Orton. 

Gordon Moon, ex-CPO StopwngM 
Stops f xreffenf. Victory. HowfOne. Duntoce 
Carta. Kongors (Durban). Hornet March 9. 
aged 80. 

Aff Pehn ore. axKSto. s erve d 1937-49. 
Stops 
(Dieppe). I 

Ctoapatoa. _ 

639 Member ot 


ROYAL A4AVAL ASSOCUTION 
Bert M u mfor d Loughton (ex Ctongforrf). 
served 1936-56 Stope induded Ganges. 
Eskimo Jan aged 77. 

atrt&LMMF. a,,oelil# * ^ 01 
Dick Butter. Cffy ol Shadsld Ex Srg 
Stops mckteed HMS ItMchlm m WWW 
Rev. David — 8—| , S Ontario Ex 
Tel submariner served 1942-46 Stops 
Waffs. Seraph Jan 4. agad 74. 


Destroyer Ftooffa Association and 
RuaawCiub 

John Kenneth Bartow, president Steam 
Ex Cpi RM served 1925-47. 12 Bty RM 
(China) and VmdtoOve. Dragon. Cumberl a nd. 
Euryalus Feb 26. aged 90. 

6yrff Edwards Woston super AAare 
Stops mdudsd HMS Cumberland 

Jock (Gary) Gibbons, hon member 
Fleetwood AAarch 8. aged 62 

Coin (Jack) AreenaouN. Worthing Ex 
CPO(AH). served 193664 Stops Victorious. 
Falcon. Paragons. Ocean. Theseus. 
Seahawk Dunkirk and Arcffc convoys voter 
an. AAarch 5. aoed 80 

._ Jana Benzte Grantown-on Spay & Dwt. 

Ex CPOWren flat ), served 194644 AAarch 

- 14. ned 78 

Atoert Edward Cava Vincent Stone. 
Bishops Storttord Ex ACPO. served 1936 
52. Stops Malaya Revenge. Vanoc. lex. 
Quom. Kflgeffa. Loch Traiaig Dec. 28. aged 
79. 

E. R. (Ted) Sherwood Kmgston upon 
Thames Ex Sto l. served 1942-46 Stops 
Duke. Victory. Bteriheen. WHdflre. Pembroke 
Aged 74 

Dermis O Byrne Capenhurst Ex AB 
Portsmouffi Div 74 
Ed war d Jemee (Ted) Pic 
Dartord Feb 13. aged T2 
Atoert Victor Leathers 
14. aged 75 

John 6 Lerming Si Auateff Ex-CPO 
served 195663 

John Rowe. St Austeff Ex PO(E)1 
served 1963-76. 

Lon Br a dffstd. pre ste snt and tormer sec 
retary Si Austei Ex CPO FAA 1936 56 
Ray Bowyor, kxjnder member Wok»og 
Served m destroyers m WWII. mdukng HMS 
Aftok (sunk off Norway) Feb 27 

Charles Osbourne Brentwood Stops 
Devorvtore. Largs. RNAS Ukuasa 

' brey Humphries Newark Ex LTO 
I 1933-47. Ark Ro^aMaurvfvor) 


RCN 

yoke. 

Malaya. 


J.D Teope (RH Haslar) 

To CPOWEA C.R Btake (Cumberland). 
A. Bowen (AAanchester). IJ. Brydon 
(Sutherland). S.D Grant (Ooaon). DP Lucas 
(Ocean) 


Swop drafts 


CPOMEM(L) a J. Hunt HAAS Liverpool. 
BFPO 327. wtf swop lor any Type 23 

POWTR L A. Hutton. RNAS Culdroee 
Cash Office (ext 2215). wff swop lor any 
Portsmouffi shore draft, preferably UPO 
POAEM(M) Baird. RNAS Ctedroae ext 
2211 or 01326 564770. drafted FONA. 
Devonport. AprH 26 Wd consider any 
Culdroee seoond-lne draft 

MEM1 M. Browne 3P Mess HAAS 
Sheffield BFPO 3 63. w d swop lor any 
Portsmouffi stop not deploying 

POA£M(L) Whftetord RNAS Culdroee 
ext 2260 or 01326 552260 drafted HAAS 
Wustnous AED. Jan 4 Wd constear any 
Culdroee front Ine draft 

SA Paul Moore Stores Office. HAAS 
Northumberland. BFPO 345 (HA4NB 
Plymouth ext 52620). wd sw op tor an y 
Portsmouth or Plymouth srxp not oeptoymg 
WTR Cater HAAS NortoumbertwxJ. BFPO 
345 (9375 5369063510). daptoytoo June, wd 
consider any swop, preferably Plymouth or 
RNAS Culdroee 

AB(SR) Melons HMS Beagle. BFPO 
224. deploying Jon (ERO Oct 10). wd swop 
lor any Ptymouffi stop or shore base 

POWWTR S. White. PA to COS af HQRM 


Darttord Feb 


Ontario Ex ScN in WWIt Member of Naval 
Ctob of Toronto Jon. X. aged 73 

Perchref Wlfftem Moore. Torbay Ex AB. 
served 194645 Ships Hurworffi. Hound. 
Doc., aged 68 

Edgar F rederick (Tad) Momhey. former 
member Torbay Ex SA(V) served 193654 
Jan 1. agad 73. 

“ i S Liver po o l Jdn 4. 


area UPO or Cash Office draft^ERD July) 

SA Bedford. RNAS Yeovilton (93510 
6130) wd swop lor any Portsmouth base 
POMEAAfL) Hood HAAS Boxer. BFPO 
232. drafted HMS Ecknburgh. Nov 11 Wd 
swop lor any Devonport stop 

LMQNL) Goddard. HAAS Cromer. BFPO 
260 (Rosyth ext 63707). wd swop lor any 
Portsmouth stop 

POMEM(M) S. Wyatt HAAS Aatorti ext 
41344. drafted HAAS Fearless, next March 
swop tor any Devonport Type 22/23 
or not 

JOfWl ’•"Ao C/OnPS/T)Ot0, Mf »\/ 

257 (N( Sqn). wd swop lor any Portsmouffi or 
Plymouth stop, preferably deploying 


RATBAGS seeki n g lo swop drafts must 
I Of BR14. 



affa convoys (AAO) 

Car Lea Teernikl Vtofung. tormer AAayor 
of Woking and Laodor of Borou^i CounoTs 
Conaervakve group, gover n or of a everaf 

> —x- — a lu -i r/i 

wfCmjnQ KTKXM. mmTKWw C* rnwg rU. 


In particular they should be on or 
due the earns kind of servi ce - to see 
or shore; have time to serve In their 
rt; be tfw same rata; and be 


. Ksigston upon 1 
Ex PO(PS). served 194646 Sh** Europe, 
uaccnarw nwcon. Antrim roira. purvyre 

S a i S i ■ — X QSl£) _ ^ _ I A m m -A- _ — 

MOTDCC Oi rlrW TWTOI J6TV1CB ASaOCIrtDOn 

Aged 78 


A rating on see s ervi ce wtff not be 
permitte d lo ffteOB 
shore service All 
sage drafts are to be 
C240 lo NDO. Centurion Buffdtog. 
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BELFAST TO DOCK l\l POMPEY 


WARTIME cruiser HMS Belfast is 
to leave her Thames berth for the 
first time in 17 years for a mainte¬ 
nance period in dry dock at 
Portsmouth. 

The sight of the Belfast entering 
Portsmouth is certain to attract big crowds 
of sightseers on June 6 - coincidentally the 
55th anniversary of the D-Day landings in 
which she took a prominent role in bom¬ 
bardment support. 

The cruiser will be towed from her normal 
location as a floating museum in the Pool of 
London for a month-long overhaul. The work 
will be carried out by Reel Support iJd acting 


as sub-contractors Scrco Denholm. 

The work will involve blasting, rc-prcscrva- 
tion, and close inspection to establish whether 
any of her steel plates need to be renewed. 

Once the ship has been repainted in new 
camouflage markings she will be towed back to 
the Thames. 

HMS Belfast was completed shortly before 
the start of World War II. and was one of the 
largest cruisers built for the Royal Navy. But her 
activity during the early war years was curtailed 
in November 1939 when in the Firth of Forth 
she became the first confirmed warship victim 
ol .1 magnetic mine. 

The explosion broke her back, and she barely 
made Rosyth under tow. Her repairs lasted all 
of three years, and she did not become an effec¬ 


tive part of the Reel again until 1943. At the 
end of that year she took part in one of the 
Navy’s most famous battles - North Cape. 

Rying the flag of Vice Admiral Burnett, com¬ 
manding the 10th Cruiser Squadron, she played 
a major role in the epic battle which ensued and 
which resulted in the sinking of one of 
Germany’s most powerful warships, the battle¬ 
cruiser Schamhorst. 

In 1945 she transferred to the British Pacific 
Reet and had an eventful post-war career 
throughout the 1950s and 1960s. 

She arrived in the Pool of London in 1971 to 
be preserved as a reminder of life at sea during 
the era of the big-gun navies. 

Full details of the ship's arrival times in 
Portsmouth will be given later. 



Family Matters 



Matthew shows that uniform determination 

THE ANTROBUS family has a 
uniform approach to a career - 
especially now that IB-year-old 
Matthew Antrobus has passed 
out of the Commando Training 
Centre at Lympstone with the 
coveted green beret. 

He wore it for this picture with 
father Stuart - a CPO Photographer 
on the staff of NATO HQ, 
Northwood - brother lain, and 
cousin Graeme. 

lain is a member of the Royal 
Marines Light Infantry Cadet 
Marching Band based at Gosport, 
while Graeme chose the Army to 
pursue his career, serving in 21 
Signal Regt based near Bath. 

Matthew s determination to win 
that green beret was severely test¬ 
ed - his training was extended due 
to a series of minor injuries and a 
broken leg he sustained half-way 
through the 30-week course. 

Picture LA(PHOT) Tony Leather 




• HMS Belfast pictured in 1961 when she was the 
Royal Navy's biggest cruiser and the flagship of the 
Second-in-Command of the Far East Station , Rear 
Admiral Michael Le Fanu. She had recommissioned at 
Singapore under the command of Capt Morgan Giles. 


Wives' action 

saves words 



IT WAS inevitable that 
Scott, baby grandson of 
ex-Navv man Ron Davison 
would find the right ship s 
badge for him among the 
400 at Horsley Community 
Centre, South Shields. 
Ron, chairman of the cen¬ 
tre, says the collection was 
built up through the many 
Naval guests hosted there 
over three decades. 


WITH the winding up 
through lack of interest of the 
Natter-Box - the Naval wives 
group on Emsworth family 
q oartcfi near Portsmouth - it 
looked as though the estate 
would forever be lost for 

words. 

But thanks to two of the wives, 
and the people who gave them a 
helping hand, it was shown that 
actions speak louder, and the 
Natter-Box has been re-launched 
18 months after its untimely clo¬ 
sure. 

Claire Dady and Sue Cramm 
gained the support of Naval 
Personal and Family Service com¬ 
munity workers Taff Jones and 
Gary Keith - as well as residents 
of the estate - to restart the 
Natter-Box. 

They successfully contacted 
local businesses and their hus¬ 


bands' ships for donations of raf¬ 
fle prizes for the planned re¬ 
opening. the C'POs and WOs 
messes of HM ships Edinburgh 
and Illustrious donating a total of 

aoo 

When the big day came, the 
opening ceremony was per¬ 
formed by NPFS Area Officer 
Sheila Owcns-Caims and was 
well attended by local residents. 

Guests included representa¬ 
tives of Havant police, while the 
attractions included a bouncy 
castle provided by Hilsea Naval 
Community Centre, a mini-mar¬ 
ket and refreshments. 

The group meets every other 
Ibcsday morning at the Cricket 
Pavilion, Hollybank Park, 
Smithlcigh Road from 1000. 
Details from Sue Cramm on 
01243 432048 or your local com¬ 
munity worker. 



• Natter-Box re-opening - with prizes. This welcoming group includes (from right) Sue Cramm, 
Sheila Owens-Caims. Taff Jones, Claire Dady and Gary Keith. Picture lw(Phot) Chris wood 



Traditional stainless-steel 
7oz spirit flask features a 
captive top (means you can’t 
lose It). Because It’s stainless 
It’s very tough and will 
delight your descendants In 
years to come. 
Branded with the Royal Navy 
Crown. 

£ 16.99 each UK (Surface 

Mail Abroad please add 75p) 


8x magnification 
weighing in at only 62 
grams and branded with 
the Royal Navy Crown. 
Made from Aluminium, 
with a focusable 
eyepiece... in every way 
a professional tool. 
Easily pocketable... for 
any outdoor event, 
concert and theatre or 
even simply to watch 
the birds! Small nylon 
carrying case Included. 

£ 31.99 each UK 

(Surface Mall Abroad 
please add 75p) 


To order any item on this page write to 

The Business Manager (EFX5 99). Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH. 

Cheques payable lo Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit 
Card Switch Solo. UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days tor delivery. NB NOTE ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE 
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Miscellaneous 


The Gift Shop 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE.£7.95 

BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper with chain only_£ 6.95 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC_pair C 7.95 

REAL MARCASTTE Navy Crown Brooch £15.95... Sub-Mtftners gilt brooch.£ 9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack-ea £ 2.95 


- C 1.70 


LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign. Navy Crown, Royal Marines. BRNC. Sailor, 

Britannia. Submariner, RN Anchor. WRNS, sod many others _ 

TIES: RNA, RNR. RM. MN._£ 8.50 FAA, Submarines and others_£ 10.50 

PrtcM indudt P4 P Cheques payabia to CtntrN Accts BRNC Send SAE lor more dsteaed Set 
M THE GIFT SHOP. BRNC. DARTMOUTH, DEVON, T06 OHJ. —■ 
TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) 


TL ‘Bosun s 

1 llC Bookshop 


A LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL 

Naval and Maritime titles 

For more details, 

III: 1171512III2 Fn: 11715121111 

E-Mail: navalmuseum@cix.co.uk 


fallen 'is.j *.ss.r Cnrpan Lie a j 
UteiMtefeMtaNin!# 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 
IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chifweil Road 
Boost on, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


'SHIPMODELS' 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels . Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For details write or phone. 
.Mr Ism Rnscoe, 29 Eagle Street . 
Homier. Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire . 
^57/ iPP Tel No. 01782 2*94*5 

EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR 

Wide naff of qufati gannenK 
[ Ixm minimum onto. Full cnlour brockurt. \ 
Caps k primed garments abo ataibNe 

Banana Moon 
Workshop 

48 Old Lane, 
Birkonahnw, 

Bradford soil 2 JX I 

I Tel: 01274 8881031 
(Fax: 01274 652524] 


Dennis Computers 

(SHOP OPENING SOON) 

DISCOUNT FOR HM FORCES. 

THE BEST NEW/USED SYSTEMS 
YOU CAN AFFORD. 

WE FIND YOU THE BEST SYSTEMS 

CALL US ON, 

01705 614774 



ACE 7E4MM 


Specialising in:~ 

Dock • Airport Transfers 

Tel: 01705 781717 
Fax: 01705 719000 


/ HUSIC FOR YOUR 
WEDDING OR SPECIAL 
COegRflTION PARTY 



A 




Contact the 
Musician's Agency 

K£Y PIANISTS 
orzs/t frms? 

{ www.Keysrgnatura.co.uk j 


PhotoGraph To - 

- Oil Painting 




A photograph of 
yourself in uniform 
or of your ship can 
be transformed into 
a beautiful oil painting. 


\ Perfect Gift for any occasion! 


Full IMaih: ISA. Wallucote Grove Road. 
Weston-Super Marr 
Somenet BS23 4UJ. 

Quote NS far If* 


— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS — 

From own original paintings 

■ 



Over 400 mmMMe 

Print laminated with canvas texture him 
to resemble an original oil painting 
si»6W tor £35plus PAP 
For list please send SAE to: 
SfcAHT, 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
NAOTt P0123TP 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an indrvKJuaJty hand built 
wateflme presentation model of your shp. 
perttap6 tong gone but never forgotten 
Contact tor further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
FtKtomore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
SuffoNt, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 



CAP TALLIES 
ANY star 
— MANY IN STOCK 


SILK/WIRE amps BADGES AND 
TIMS FOR ASSOCIATIONS 
D C.M S TIES AVAILABLE 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 


TEL 0117 9327967 PAX: 9329642 


TIES, BADGES & 


By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

vl Services and custom made tor Clubs. 
Bands. Choirs, ate. 

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons 4 


Please send SAE for ksts 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) MN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End. Cotefocd, Gk>s. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


HMS AMETHYST underfire 



A Me qutty m prat fa me rti Dra C Andrei 
Me l6YirSttl50usi*4>ri 50 
Andrew-Keleher Art 
3 Chesterfield Road. Pfymouth PL3 680 
Tstephowe 01752 6S6S27 


To advertise on 
this page 
call Debbie on 
01705 725062 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Broad Street. Sidcmuor. Bmcmgruvc. Wocvs B6I 8LL 
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Sue & Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for near or display. 

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of 
__^ Full Sue Sl Miniature Medals 


r ITS* VAT 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

ufacture Pewter Tankards Troohies Goblets and 
\ * ' Hip Flasks 

' ^Tankards engraved with Badge Creel from C5 50 * VAT 
C SEND FOP OUR FREE CATALOGUE 

TEL (0114)2765564 FAX (011412750377 
?• GL0SS0PS TROPHIES. 86 BROAD STREET. SHEFFiELO S2 4LE 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
full size a miniaturf; 

3 DAY MOUNTING SFJtVIt F 

warrt: ok phone fok qvotation 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Col lectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 711A 
TEL 0171.939 1979 
FAX 0171.930 1152 
e mail:rdhmedals(n aol.com 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



O Crown 
CopfrigN 


6m x 7 1 /} 


£2120* Inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 for optional mono Title ecrofl 
Up to 40\ discount with quantity order* 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue. Huf. HU5 3EF 
TeUFax . 01482 213396 
Ptoase sand SAE lor Brochure 


MINIATURE MEDALS 


and mounted la 

* Wire bla/rr badge* 

* Display a 


and court-st y k. 
* Meet kH badge* 
ribbon, mounting 


Send for romprrbrnu«r catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists l2tp stamp appreciated). 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 
PO BOX 4 
HINCKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEI0 2IIP 

Telephone: (01455) 239262 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals • full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer bodges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


Navy News 
Own Products 

It you nru not aaftsftnd with onu of our 
own producta aotd through this papnr. 
•wmpty return it to us unusod within 
14 days and wu wtM ruptnou M Iron 
ot ohargn or tsauu a tuS rotund 
(Including pontngn) 

Thtn guarantee does not 
affect your st a tu t o r y rights 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 


rcSisecs Csxi vide 3 : 11 ? 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Gwmear. 
Mayle. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS. Memorabilia, flags, 
sextants, logs, clocks, telescopes, 
lights, models, chronometers, old 
manuals, cannonballs. Maritime 
items wanted. Nautical Centre. 
Harbour Passage. Hope Square, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 777838. 


Navy News Notice 
To Reeders 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
losses suffered by any readers 
as a result Readers are 

make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, 
legal and financial advice 
before sending any money or 
entering into any legally 
binding agreement 


EMBROIDERED BADGES & CRESTS 


I Official Crests and Garments (Including Cummerbunds) In Europe. I 

■ Ptaama call urn now for a quotation. We also Screen Print T-Shirts. ■ 
" Sweatshirts etc. and are the countries leading manufacturers of 

I personalised Coffee Mugs. Pin Badges and Wooden Watt Plaques. ■ 

| Top Quality, Bast Prices. Unbeatable Value. You've mea n the rest. ! 

■ now come to the beat. . the VERY best II i 

4 +L | 

TEKRANE PROMOTiOMS. TERRAME HOUSE . 

wHtsar WAY mo err. uncoln urn jlq • a 


iNci 


II WBOMKOnniiDMU 


I Tfl fc (St 522 ) i t 7 t f / Fax ( 91522 ) 9 S 7154 



3 lowers sent to any 
address in 14. K. or>V.5J. 

Jor ail occasions — 

mmm whara Is saaMag to Near from yov 
12 Rad or Pink or YoBom £ 1 X 95 

24 Rad or Pink or YaSom £ 1 X 50 

dm • Mixed/Pink/Yolkm, 12 Blooms £ 12*0 

Camebom/Froosia , 30 Bhotm £ 17*0 

Frsasla 9 Foms, 40 Blooms £ 1 X 75 

RotstSSp. Cars/Camationa A Frsasla ate. 50 Btms £ 22.50 

JUt Cradn Cardt JUrapae (haase Net am SsN a tsaw aamksr/ Phase matt Ck aaa at Mjahte a 

Joys Roses & Flowers, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB 

Tel: Q14B1 246708 Fax: 01481 243406 




p Zd)entworth 

the /harms 

FORMERLY C0RIV0 PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£24.00 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE lor quotes and pneu hst 

49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL/FAX: (01273) 416138 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£24.50 + £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


TRACING SERVICE lost contact 
with friends or relatives? Phone 
Derek on 0115 9763995 or Mobile 
07957 925123. Or write with details 
to: D Hutchby. Enquiry Agency. 
2 Dccpdenc Way. Bells Lane Estate. 
Nottingham NG8 6BX 


RF:<;iMF:NTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links. Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges. Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN). 
31. Belle Vue St.. Filey, N. Yorks 
YOU 9HU. 


Don f t miss June Navy News 


• 4 page cutaway poster of HMS Cavalier to keep 

• 8 page special on Chatham Navy Days and HMS Cavalier 

• Feature on The Royal Tournament at Earls Court 

' 0 ; Navy News - The Newspaper of your Navy 


CITADEL 


C A I AWARDS 


THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 


I hi' *upcrh ■gi 
'icilmg mI\lt H|| 

I*.i - M • -- ■11 

w.i' ni'tiiuwvt if) mm 
1992 av a IH 

. • 'IIMUiUI* »|| 

..■ .iii.il>;.' i > • mm 

ilu>w men \ mm 

•A *'11)011 li.l\L- 

valuable 

scrxitc t*» llwir 

in H 
jv.KCimu* A ■■ 

h.*viiln»CN A. wIiom* 

htmu*s hi iiuiiv IS 

cas*r\ luxe p mk’ H 
uniccujjniMrtl K 3 
liklutlmp I 
regular A I 
icwrxc Itwvev 8 
6l \upport units 8 



flu: t n»ss can oc 
inscribed on ilk’ 
reverse with the 
recipients sen ice 
details making a 
\ oiuaMc and 
everlasting tnhutc 
to he worn w nh 
prtde. An ideal 
gift or 
presentation 
Also available: 

Vi dunlur\ Sen ire 
Medal. 

Maritime Sen h r 
Mi dal. Sue: 
Canal /j*tv 
Medal d 

Medal 
Send SAE for 
details. 


MmOMBlhntoCW,. 


(MoftacfadMttJOon 

tapa md tamnaoa.) 


flngniliM . 



HMMsn Crw is SUwr 



ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 

FAX: 01752 872723 

Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday. 


dsb 



OR BY POST: 


CITADEL AWARM, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH* 

DEVON. PLIIDH 


ENGLAND 
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Accommodation 



Homes to Let 



I I 


Property 


SPECIALISTS 
M THE 
, HOMES OF 
RN 

I PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracay Mackenzie Alison O'Neill 
TEL: 01705 647171 / FAX: 01705 818061 
263, Fswcatt Rd, Souths*, Hants. 


Property for 
Sale 


HAVEN HOLIDAY HOME, 
(IOW, NEAR ( OWES) book now 
1999.01705 614774 


cmo&eee 

HAMM 

seif memo 
mmems 

★ Restaurant * 

★ Swimming pool * 
★ Owner Ex RN ★ 


PHONE/ m. COZC ill WV) 


\TP7J* 


Dartmouth, Devon - Norton View 

For sale in this historic Regatta town. 

The Frobisher 
3'bedroocn town houses 


from only £78,500 


Also available. 


The Collingwood 
3-bedroom houses 
from £69,950 


Part Ext kanjjr considered on wiected plots 

T. I -in ■ C _ u ia. _ 

Idrpronr ^utanrv Moirtiiv 

Midas Homes 

01803 835939 (24.) 


ISUPPORT YOUR CLUB] 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


■iffl'fflMa 


100's of ploces to stoy. .. All over 
the U K.!! Call 01244 615151 
for your Fill brochure. 


HOIEl$*G(JEST HOUSES*FlATS«APARTMENTS 


| DISCOUNTS AVAIAflf FOR S6MQ PB8QM1 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South. South** 

A small, friendly, family ran Guest House 
offering BAB (overnight or weekly rates). 
Close to Naval base, station, shops and 
nightlife Colour TV. leaAofTee 
facilities m all rooms Some rooms 
cn suite Own keys, limited parting 

Paddy and John (Joe) Krskinc 
TH / Fas Portsmouth (01765) 823924 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, South sea 

Fneodfy family run. 2 mms. from saa and 
entertainments Close to femes. Naval 
base, shops, ate Own keys. Satellite TV 
ai rooms, no restrictions. BOB Hohday or 
short stay Ample private car parking 
Mr* Pat Oman (0170S) 731043 


H addingt os House • pumoutb 

Began! Victorian G/F Holiday Flat. SAT with 
off road parking 

Close to Uockyard/lwpomlA'ity Centre 
Lip to 4 persons from £110 per week 

A Amanda Hudd 


T t T ? E-*h*T« 

k h k COMM 


COMMFNDKD 


Telephone: 01752 767750 




ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 

S*c£*4ic* t* ruuY frumet af 

&U !&fd/ 7Zo*f W r&ya/ 


Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant 

All at attractive prices 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family membership now available 
iyal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496 
iOME CLUB - HOME COBIFORTS - HOME IN ! 






Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms 4 full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catenng flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped Cotour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal lor a visit by family or girl fnend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE TOR 


Charge f WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.C80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS .£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season).£10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Go**tv who anbapM* » mtrU should intern ttw manugwwt twtoc« 2pm 

Chiton 12 years or i/ider HALF PRICE I stoepngn the same room as adufes 
BOOKNGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DUFUNG MAY OCTOBER 

MR CURTIS. 70 FEST1NG GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


~ m ~ -PORTSMOUTH 

COMMENDED EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 



•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS• 

•WC, TEA/COFFEE, CTV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS * 
•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS' 

• 14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS # 


33, FEST1NQ ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. PQ4 PNG 


THE GRAND HOTEL 
Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Peak Season (April-October) 

£27.50 per person per night in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 


Telephone: 
(01752) 661195 



ETB 


gladyer 

The Place to stay in 


INN 

Rosyth 


SSRS®&£52ffi 


lil: 0UJO4IW77 
1 ax: 0138.1 41172X 


Sandringham Hotel 

m 7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. P05 3LR 

RECEPTION: PORTSMOUTH (01705) 826969/822914 
our scwauftt FAX No. (01705) 822330 

44 Bedrooms all en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors 


£25.00 B+B p.p.p.n. or £40.00 DBB for Naval Personnel. 
Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people. 
Meal-stops 4 All Inclusive 
packages available 


RAC 


H(pcti garden MottC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

tfreaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

(rnlral tor all Soulhxra ammkirx and 
mlrrtainmmtv (Juattti rff-xuilr 
brdronmv Satellite TV's all roomv 
I r* coffer faolilirv louag*. 
private car park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
P()5 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 




AA PLYUOUTH HOE RAC 
* Locfcyuc St, PL1 200 * 

Tstephons: (01752) 227311 
Eleoant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV, Radio, Tea/Cotfee/ 
Telephone all rooms Most en suite 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount All Credit Cards 
accepted 

Brochure A or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

*4 Personal Service' Comfortable Holer 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEOATK HOI SE 


Sduated the Hot ft Bwtacsn mee, dem 
mbmg distance lo cMy centre, but, station 
X3tm ol high stand 
TV. fOCtaft C 
CIS. PPPh double n 
SAE for Brochure TN: 01752 661033 
Street. The Hoe. 
PL12JB 


Hoegate Strec 
Plymouth I 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 

42 Wevuctey Road. Sout h— . P05 2PP 
Comfort a ble, fnerxfy. Licensed Guest 
House IcfeaOy srtuaied Al rooms 
colour TV. leacoftee taafcdes Ervsutes 
avadabie Dogs welcome Own keys 

Tel: 01705 828283 


PLYMOUTH 

AQSCtri to tnt Hot ora P*r% F'*oOh t*rr»ty run 
Guest House offers ion s n»rm reetepme end j 
person* sendee FodMm *nctude resets [ 
fangs rv fbo>o TetConte L<e«see Centra 
nesting at rooms From ctJpg CCs Accepted 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13. Pier Street West Hoe | 

TEL: 01752 262870 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and trtendy ran Guest House, dotty 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
centres Continental Ferry Port beaches etc 
Owm keys, no restneftons. colour T V. in al 
rooms ft C H Hokday or short breaks 
JUNE A TERRY (01705) 832440 


7p()RTSM<>lTJj1 


HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base. 


100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 


Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins 4 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

v Tel: 01705 870505 J 



/jp Canterbury Belf\ 
Guest House 

29 St Simons Road, 
Southsea, Portsmouth 

Modem. Comfortable En-Suitc 
accommodation. All rooms have 
Saiellne TV. Tca/C'offee making 
facilities A are centrally heated. 
Pnvale car parking. Studio Rats are 
available tor self-catering Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 

Phooe/Fax ( atnon* Randall on 

< (01705)351277 J 


AUSTIN HOTEL 


3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
AH rooms bnghi and modem 


Colour TV in all rooms, central 
g. seafront position. 

) restrictions 


Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


l- PLYMOUTH-, 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Tel: *1752SLWUFn: 01752 *0*014 
Royal Fleet Club A Natal Base 
nithin walking distance 
• AU Rooms (TV. TealCoffee 
A Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

• Free Parking • Bar 
• Credit Cards Accepted 
52. Kimouth Road. Stoke. Plymouth, PL I 4QH 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 

N/vi ui rales foe sit service penomnel ottd 
Family fl.t.SOp.p. irnfmO emtmue damHe or 
twin Sod ded room 

* 4 ervw* vrafront bolri 

* ( otomr TV, trwcuffrr fariliUrs 

* < .inn roiMM - full six* snuokrr l*bW 

* Idral* Utnalrd anr d (oral attractkma 
amd its nigt.ll.fc 


Osmond guest ‘Mouse 

42 Tier Strut, Hkst Mot 

w 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £14-£1X 00 


Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV. Tca/C'offce making 
♦ \ MoU En-sratc. Parking / 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H 
Mostly en suite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

FdgemmWe time* Homs* 

50 Pier St. Wru Hoe. Ptymrmk PU SBT 


ROSALAND HOTEL 
AA PLYMOUTH *7* 

Small, friendly hotel, 
convenient for dockyard. 
4 course breakfast. BAR and 
Evening Meals available 
Single* - Cl8.00 Doubt** - C38.00 
32 Houndlacomte Rd PL4 6HQ 

TEL: Ol 752 664749 


Rooms to fill? 

Why not advertise 
in Navy News? 
Call 01705 725062 


The'Victory Services Club 

J 


The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 

• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information & resen'ations contact as at: 
6.V9 SEYMOUR STREET. LONDON \V> 2HF 

Tel~0171 "23 44^4 Fax~01~l -»()2 9496 
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Options 


Motoring 



SUBARU KEEPS THE CUSTOMERS SATISFIED 


S UBARU is top of the pops for customer satis¬ 
faction according to the latest JO Power/Top 
Gear survey, with two models topping the 114- 
car poll to give the manufacturer outright victory. 
The rally-bred Impreza was first overall and the larger 
Legacy shared joint second place with the Jaguar XJ 
saloon and Toyota Starlet. 

To complete the top ten these were followed by the 
Skoda Felicia, Toyota Celica, Toyota Picnic, Saab 9000, 
Honda Prelude and Jaguar XK8 sports car. 

All aspects of car ownership experience are included in 
the survey, ranging from vehicle quality, customer care, 
warranty, service and parts back-up to vehicle perfor¬ 
mance and speed of repairing faults. 

The cars surveyed were all P-registration vehicles, with 
no fewer than 24,255 owners completing the detailed 
questionnaire. 

Subaru's points score was the highest recorded in the 
six years the survey has been running in the UK. 

• Subaru UK managing director Ed Swatman cele¬ 
brates with due satisfaction. 



Kit & Motor Cover 

Buy 2 Save 10% 


Arrange both your kit insurance and your motor insurance 
through Naafi Financial Services and save 10% on your annual 
motor insurance premium cost. You'll get a truly unique package 
of benefits, which have been especially designed with our Service 
customers in mind. Here are some of the benefits: 


For an immediate auote and more information ask at 
any branch of Naafi Financial Services or phone free on: 

00800 76 76 77 77 (Germany & UK only) 
+44 1603 205 209 (World-wide) 

Lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am to 8pm & 8am to 2pm Saturday (UK times) 

WARRIOR 

Warrior Group limited. Weald House, 88 Main Road, Sundridge, Sevenoaks, TN14 6ER. Registered in England No.3302028. Motor insurance 
policies are underwritten by Norwich Union Insurance Limited, Registered in England no. 99122. Registered office: 8 Surrey Street, Norwich, NR 1 3NG. 
Member of the Association of British Insurers. Member of the Insurance Ombudsman Bureau. For our joint protection calls my be recorded. 


Motor insurance 

• Pan-European policy allowing 
freedom of travel throughout the 
Europeen Community 

• Free RAC roadside and home 
assistance 

• Unique discount rating system 
based on driver experience 

• Award winning claim service open 
24 Hours a day, 365 days a year 


Kit & contents insurance 

• All your personal belongings 
protected for 'All-Risks' 

• Protection at home, posted 
overseas AND in transit. 

• Includes £500 cash and credit 
card cover 

• Includes £1 m third party liability 

• Claims settled on new-for-old basis 


Right on the button 



ITALIAN sporting car manufacturer Alfa Romeo has just 
brought grand prlx-style gearchanging to the realms of 
roadaoing sports saloons with a new version of its award- 
winning 156 taaged Seles peed. 

Priced from £21,993 on the road, it has two buttons on the 
steering wheel, a sequential gear lever on the transmission 
tunnel and a fully automatic transmission function. 

Once in motion, the manually-actuated five-speed trans¬ 
mission allows gearchanges without the driver s hands 
leaving the wheel. There is no need to lift off the accelerator 
and, a joy for those who face jams, no clutch pedal. 

An advanced computer releases the clutch automatically, 
brings engine and gears to the same speed and then re¬ 
engages the clutch, all in a fraction of a second as you 
change gear either with the buttons or - for those with 
whom old habits die hard - with the sequential geariever. 


JUST THE NEWS THE NAVY NEEDS! 

CALL US NOW FOR YOUR 



Discounts! 


ON CHRYSLER . JEEP . MAZDA 
All the facts you need to get 
the very best new car package 
EVEN IN THE UK are here - 
in the brand new 1999 
SCE Services Savings Guide 
and you can get your copy 
ABSOLUTELY FREE -just 
call us on (UK) 

01367-241225 

right now! 


MG .ROVER 






SCE 


l WRIT! TO US AT 
DC FT N49, FO SOX 177, 
FARINGOON, OX ON, UK, SN7 7EW 
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Motoring 



Proton evolving 
fast with coupe 
to better most 

G OOD, sound cars from the Far East can lose their lustre in the UK market with 
some quaint styling, hut Proton has put all that behind with its latest range and 
notably the stunning Coupe Evolution 16V writes Glynn Williams. 


Bike thefts 

runaway 

rise 

INSURERS arc to assess the relia¬ 
bility of motorcycle security sys¬ 
tems to fifth! the runaway trend of 
two-wheel crime and in turn 
encourage moves which should 
lead to lower premiums. 

The new Criteria for 
Motorcycle Security (CMS) sys¬ 
tem just launched is based on the 
Thatcham practice for cars, with 
testing by specialist engineers on 
Thatcham’s impartial bcnchmark- 
to produce banding 

The move follows a 250 per cent 
rise in bike sales over the past fis c 
years, accompanied by theft raging 
at an alarming 20 per cent of sales, 
with 28,0tX) machines stolen last 
year of which fewer than 4,000 
were recovered. 

Leaded fuel 
warning 

FOUR-STAR fuels end of the 
road next January has sparked a 
warning that drivers of cars run¬ 
ning on leaded fuel should trade 
up 11 1*w to beat a price-hike of 30 
per cent. 

The prediction comes from 
Autocar magazine’s experts who 
say one fifth of all cars currently 
on UK roads risk engine damage, 
with the banning of leaded fuel 
and uncertainty about the effec¬ 
tiveness of Lead Replacement 
Petrol (LRP). 

The forecast is that J-, K- or Is¬ 
olate cars running on unleaded 
fuel will rise in value by up to 30 
per cent with the change. 

Ford's first 

FORD topped the sales charts in 
March, when the launch of the T- 
reftistration number plate saw 
sales up 73.4 per cent on the same 
month lust year to total 370.060 
against half a million for the S 
launch last August. 

The Ford Focus was the 
month’s best seller at 20,205 sales. 
Ford the best-selling br and with 
17.1 per cent of the market, and 
the Ford Fiesta was top seller for 
the whole of the first quarter. 



Refused a Loan? 

NEED A CAR? 
CREDIT? GET IT! 


ON A CAR 

REGARDLESS OF HISTORY 
80 CARS AVAILABLE 
MMteSfeMtanfcNUtWftlimi 
(MejMCiSfelCMqNUtirctlM 

•6 Motto Free Tv tor UNmalptnant 1 

'3SSf0800 7311288 


The Malaysian manufactur¬ 
er is challenging the budget- 
only preconceptions of the 
marque and signposting its 
future intentions tor sportier 
niche models with a car that 
looks good and goes even bet¬ 
ter. 

The new Coupe just launched 
turns heads even when parked, 
and out on the road it will match 
anything and better most in the 
sub-£ 14,000 price bracket. 

Aggressive styling accentuated 
by a new grille and Seek front bib 
spoiler incorporating neat 
foglamps, and a spoiler on the 
hoot lid, ample with lowered sus¬ 
pension and racy 15-inch Momo 
alloy wheels give both purpose 
and effect. 

Under the bonnet of this 
machine, which follows the suc¬ 
cessful launch of a one-make rac¬ 
ing series based around the stan¬ 
dard 133bhp 1.8-litrc Coupe, is a 
smooth and sophisticated engine 
with punch and 7,500rpm red fine. 

The twin cam 16-valve engine 
can propel the car from standing 
to 6()mpn in just nine seamds. and 
on to a top speed of I26mph, 
while a 150bnp performance pack¬ 
age based on replacement engine 
management chip is under devel¬ 
opment. 

Inside, the car is a full 
four-seater, roomier than 
the Ford Puma, Vauxhall 
Tigra or Renault Megane 
Coupe, as well as more 
horsepower to the pound. 

It's a driver’s car though, with 
superb Recaro bucket scats and 
Momo leather gearknoh in a 


sporty specification marred only 
by a plastic steering rim. 

Anti-lock brakes, a driver\ 
airbag, and high quality Oceana 
green or velvet blue metallic paint 
arc highlights of an impressive 
standard specification, with the 
only options £599 for air condi¬ 
tioning and a special order yellow 
motorsport paint scheme. 

For case of use there arc elec¬ 
trically-operated windows, mirrors 
and headlamp adjustment, and 
remote releases for the lid to the 
healthy 19cu ft boot - complete 
with full-size spare wheel - and 
the fuel filler flap. 

Yet for all its performance the 
Proton Coupe is not a thirsty 
beast, averaging nearly 33mpg, 
over 40 on long runs, and the 
insurance rating is not too high 
cither, at 15D. 


CAR FACTS 


MOOEL: Proton Coupe 

Evolution 16V 
PRICE: £13,999 on-the-road 
ENGINE: 1834cc 16-valve twin 
cam producing 132.7bhp at 
6,500rpm 

TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 
manual front-wheel-drive 
ECONOMY: 32.7mpg (com¬ 
bined cycle) 

PERFORMANCE: 0-60mph - 9 
secs; top speed - 126mph 
INSURANCE: Group 150 
WARRANTY: Six year/60,000- 
mile engine, gearbox and anti¬ 
corrosion, three years' free 
RAC membership and three 
years’ free parts and labour 
servicing 



For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot's No. I supplier to HM Forces. 


For \our FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 

Colin Clublev on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Ltd. FREEPOST. Bultord Rd. Durrington SP4 8BR 


RANGERS M 


MILITARY SALES 





• STUNNING: the Proton Coupe Evolution 16V 


FORCES 



MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT OR DEATH COYER 
INSURANCE WITH OUR 


Motor 
Insurance 


• Preferor 

• Immediate 

• Open 365 days a year. 

• danvK 


for H.l 


0800 074 9402 




Get the BEST DEALS... 

from NATOCARS. 

REE INSURANCE feS 

.. with Notol-" f "“ 


Pi 


£7T»V 


,4k 




ul Matoloon Finance* 

< t £500 CASHBACK 

additional offers on other makes 

HURRY'. Offers are for 

3 limited period only. 

For a Tax Free or 
Tax Paid car you 
won't be dealt 
better hand! 


* Insurance subpci to stoto* ond conditions and a maximum premium value on some models 
Fvl deto.u on request * Often may be on selected models ond hove specific closing doles 


NATOCARS 

eHV A Rewarding Experience 

Natocors lid • Wyids Rood • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4BH £\ 

Id: 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 • E-moil: soies@natocars.co.uk 
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Sport 



So close 
on debut 

THERE was almost a win¬ 
ning debut for the Ships 
Support Agency squash 
team, who lost in the final of 
the RN Squash Racquets 
Association establishment 
knock-out competition. 

The team - WOMEA Bob 
Giddings, Capt Richard 
Petty, CPOMEA Fred Work¬ 
man, Cdr Dave Langbddge 
and CCMEA Chris Dungate - 
have all represented 
Plymouth in the Inter- 
Command event, but experi¬ 
ence could not stop them 
losing 3-2 to HMS Nelson. 

Four of the team also rep¬ 
resented the Navy in the 
Inter-Service champi¬ 
onships at HMS Temeraire - 
Capt Pelly, Cdr Langbridge 
and WOMEA Giddings rep¬ 
resented the Veterans and 
CCMEA Dungate won his 
first RN cap in the Seniors. 


Back to the basics for weightlifter 




NAVY weightlifter Simon 

In -- A 111 m ■ 1 I 

oecioeo io rwnmi! in® wnoci — ana is 
hoping to benefit from this beck-to- 
Kasirs approach at big events next year. 

WO(MW) Mansell s first lift this year 
was at me ocontsn cnampionsnips m 
Glasgow where, d es pile having an off 
day, he man aged to take first place in 35- 
40 age group in the 105kg category 
He had already qualified for the British 
Masters, again fci Glasgow, but a slip in 
^the dean and jerk at 112^kg (when he 


dropped the bar) caused Simon to slip 
from silver to bronze position. 

But things are looking up. 

1 have had the benefit of a coach, Jim 
Ferguson, ex-Scottish and Common¬ 
wealth lifter and now a worl d standard 
masters lifter, and we have set out to re- 
invent me wneei, as it were, sara oimon, 
who is based at RNAD Crombie at 
v^aimeynin, uunvermiine. 

1 have had to effectively 
on behind 1 


which is the reason 


I Mji, -1 

i me reouceo 


totals, but there is a master plan! 

"This year's British was my last ma|or 
competition in this age group. I now 
move up to the 40-45 age group, and the 
aim is to move up to the superheavy¬ 
weight category at 105kg plus, as I have 
had trouble making below l05kg. M 

Simon aims to lift at this category at 
next year's British championship, for 
which he has already qualified, and to 
qualify for next year’s European champi¬ 
onships in August this year. 


Draw prize is 
big trip south 

FIRST prize in the tri-Service 
rugby draw on May 26 is two tick¬ 
ets for the England v Australia 
centenary rugby match in Sydney 
on June 19 - including flights and 
accommodation. Second and third 

E arc tickets for an England 
international next year. 
Tickets are £1 each and 
inquiries for the draw, sponsored 
by BAc SEMA. should he made to 
Lt Andrew Mackay, Fleet Policy 
Div. Co-ordinator. CinC Reel, 
HMS Warrior, Northwood. Mddx. 
HA6 3HP (01923 837553). 

CTicqucs should be made out to 
the RNRU. 


Record-breaker Bob 
celebrates with try 


RECORD-brcakcr Sgt Bob 
Armstrong capped a fine per¬ 
formance against the RAF 
with a try as the Royal Navy 
ran out 28-7 winners, writes Lt 
Cdr Grassy Mradon s. 

HRH The Princess Royal and 
Commodore Tim l^iurcncc were 
special guests at Kingsholm and 
saw Sgt Armstrong win his record- 
breaking 11th full cap. 

Although an early chargcd- 
down kick gifted the RAF a am- 
verted try, the RN XV never 
looked in danger. 

With the Dark Blue tighl five 
dominating proceedkM up trout. 
Lt Roger Rcadwin finished off a 
clever hack-row move from the 
base of a set scrum 40 metres out. 


Heron are the top guns 


SHOOTERS from HMS Heron 
proved top guns when the 
birds were flying at the 
Navy’s Inter-Establishment 
clay pigeon competition. 

The inaugural shoot at the 
Portsmouth Area Clay Pigeon 
Club’s brand new layout at 
Tipner was blessed with good 
weather, and Heron’s com¬ 
petitors reaped most benefit. 

The winning team of CPO 
Hugh Smith, PO Ian Mitchell, 
LAEM Fez parker, AEM Tony 


Pedley and Mr Phil Simpson 
(FR Serco) scored 359 out of 
a possible 500 targets. 

Second place went to the 
home team from Portsmouth, 
scoring 343. 

The trophy for individual 
High Gun went to CPO hugh 
Smith, with 83 out of 100. 

Commodore Richard 
Hibbert, Chairman of PACPC, 
presented the prizes to the 
winning shooters. 


Supported by a tenacious mid¬ 
field of CPO Ian Fletcher (HMS 
Neptune), PO Dave Sibson (HMS 
Dryad) and Mnc Christ mm 
C harmichalc. who all reached new 
heights in attack and defence, the 
RN produced an inspiring first- 
half performance. 

Two ctinicol breaks by Sibson 
gave left wing England interna¬ 
tional Musician Spencer 
Brown half chances to finish off 
long-distance tries, which he did 
in magnificent fashion. 

With three successful conver¬ 
sions from CpI Paul Livingstone 
(Cdo Logs Rgt) the RN led 21-7 at 
half time. 

Although the second half never 
reached tnc same level for the RN. 
they aipcd with the problems of 
veteran England international 
Rory Underwood, and in the last 
eight minutes Armstrong bull¬ 
dozed over for the final try and 
guaranteed the Willis Corroon 
M 


RESETTLEMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 


FOR YOU IN THE 
HEALTH & FITNESS 
INDUSTRY 

Interested in a rewarding career opportunity as a 
personal trainer, sports therapist or nutritionist? 

For personal one-to-one advice and details of 
Premier 's unique resettlement package please 
contact ROD DOWLING on his direct line 


and arrange to visit a training centre near you. 



TRAINING ft 
DEVELOPMENT 


PREMIER TRAINING 
Af DEVELOPMENT LTD 
Parade house. 

70 Fore Street 
Trowbridge. 
Wiltshire 
BA 14 8MQ 
Tel: 01225 353555 
Fax: 01225 353556 



• My ball - Mne Del Cross Ly 
soars high to secure oood RN 
line-out possession (right). 

• Above: The Princess Royal 
presents the Willis Corroon 
Bowl to Sgt Bob Armstrong. 



RN team 
shows art 
of boxing 


THE Navy Boxing team travelled 
to Poole in Dorset to a>mpcte in 
the annual show held in the town's 
arts centre. 

First Navy man in action was 
MEM Max Maxwell (HMS 
Cardiff), whose fast combination 
punching was too much for the 
mole man. Maxwell knocked him 
out in the second round with a 
double right-hand jab. 

OM Al Alker (HMS Sheffield) 
also enjoyed a quick win. deliver¬ 
ing a devastating right-hand 
amntcr which sent his opponent 
reeling to the canvas. 

Another promising youngster, 
MEM Andy Farrow (HMS 
Sultan), had too much work-rate 
for his opponent, and his barrage 
of non-stop punching earned him 
a unanimous decision. 

The final team match saw AB 
Daz Junnior (HMS Fearless) put 
in a hack-to-form performance. 

Daz's switch of attack from head 
to body overwhelmed his gutsy 
opponent. Both men received 
warm applause. 

Mnc Swede Swayncstonc (40 
Cdo RMi and MEM Kav 
Kavanagh (HMS Cornwall) put on 
an exhibition bout. 

Both men put in clean, accurate 
punches, and it was all square as 
they went into the final round, but 
a combination by the Marine 
caught Kavanagh, closing his eye, 
and the referee stopped the bout. 

Meanwhile a newcomer to Navy 
boxing. OM Kc\ Dsvfa (HMS 
Dryad), was presented with the 
Boxer of the Night trophy in 
Bedford after winning a unani¬ 
mous decision against the current 
Home Counties champion. 

OonMd coaek popt o 

Shillingford (HMS Sultan) said he 
was delighted with Davie's 
progress: “Kcv is a talented boxer 
who can go a long way in the sport 
- how far he goes is up to him." 

POPT' Shillingford, on behalf of 
RN boxing, also expressed his 
gntitadB lo those involved in 
releasing sailors and Royals from 
establishments and ships to repre¬ 
sent the Service. 

Chinese group 
sees RN system 

A CHINESE military sports dele¬ 
gation has visited the Royal Navy's 
sports headquarters. 

The seven-strong team included 
service heads of sport. 

The aim of the visit was to brief 
the Chinese delegation in support 
of their study of the military sports 
system in the UK armed forces. 

During their time at HMS 
Temeraire in Portsmouth, the 
Chinese watched LPTO< 10 
under instruction as well as view¬ 
ing an RN fitness test bleep test. 
They also toured the facilities at 
Temeraire and Burnaby Road. 


BRIGHT sunshine and a strong, bit¬ 
terly cold wind at the picturesque 
West Cornwall Golf Club made for an 
interesting start to the new Navy golf 
season, writes Cdr Gary Skinns . 

The course was in superb condition for 
the match, which marked the 30th 
anniversary of the fixture. 

A county team that contained a mixture 
of experience and youth was captained 
by ex-Navy stalwart Malcolm Edmunds, 
who is shortly to pitch his skills on the 
Seniors European Tour. 

The ten-times Navy champion has 
maintained a high standard of play since 
leaving the Service, and coupled with a 
fitness that belies his "advancing years," 
decided to try his hand in the profession¬ 
al ranks. All in Navy golf wish him well. 

The county showed enviable strength 
in depth, and although there were fine 
performances from Navy players, the 
result was a comfortable victory for the 


RNGA captain, Cdr Ian Yuill (AFPAA 
HQ) led from the front with a fine perfor¬ 
mance, combining well with different 
partners to record wins at both fourball 
and foursomes, succumbing to his ex-RN 
colleague Edmunds only on the final 
green in singles play. 

Three players made their RN debuts in 
the match, and all recorded one victory. 

The most impressive of these was PO 
Kevin Thornton (RNAS Yeovilton), who 
took only a short time to find his 
undoubted talent to record a resounding 
singles victory over his county opponent. 

OM Neil Dickinson (HMS Dryad) and 
PM A Alan McNeil (DMCT) teamed with 
Yuill respectively to gain their first points. 

Dickinson then took his opponent to 
the 18th hole, losing narrowly, while 
McNeil, who shows excellent ball-striking 
ability, will be the first to recognise that 
he needs to achieve more consistency. 

Other Navy wins came from CpI Chris 
Graham (RMR Bristol) and S/Lt Alex 
Johnson (RAF Cranweil). 


The previous day the Navy team lost to 
a strong club side, with a fighting half 
point from the management team making 
the score slightly more respectable. 

There is a busy fixture list ahead, and 
key RNGA events this year are: 

■ May 5-7: Inter-Command matchplay 
Championships (China Fleet Club) 

■ June 23-25: RN Strokeplay Champs 
(Liphook, Hampshire) 

■ July 22: Navy Cup Final (Southwicfc 
Park) 

■ Sept 26-30: Inter-Service Champs (Little 
Aston, Birmingham). 

Up to 12 entries for the strokeplay 
championships will be available to indi¬ 
viduals not selected for Command sides. 

Any player, handicap ten or under, who 
wishes to be considered for one of these 
entries should contact either their RNGA 
Command representative or the secretary 
RNGA (Portsmouth NB 26490) direct. 

Provisional individual entries pending 
Command side selections are acceptable. 
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In brief 


Peak Performer 


The Versaclimber is still the finest 
step/climb trainer on the market. 

With variable resistance, a choice of training programmes 
and the option of linking three or five in a circular format, 
it’s the only way to keep your members in peak fitness. 

A brand new monitor measures step rate, step length, 
number of calories burned, time of workout and 
measures it all relative to the weight of the climber 
It's programmable and has a race mode with 
choices perfect for the raw novice right up to the 
toughest of athletes, and the Ten Towers and 
Ten Peaks Challenges offer genuine motivational 


Tricky catch 

COLD weather made for 
demanding fishing in the spring 
competition of the Portsmouth 
Game Section of the RN and 
KM Angling Association. 

Most entrants had some suc¬ 
cess, and the winning weight of 
three rainbow trout (Sib ll.5oz) 
went to Sgt Keith Uvwc (MO 
Band Service RM). Other 
prizes went to Pat Collins 
(NBSA). CdrStu Ellins(FOSF) 
and Lt Simon Lewis RNR 
11 IMS \ ic11 m\ i 

More detafls on the sport can 
be obtained from Cdr Stu Filins 
(PNB 26525) or WOMFA lain 
McAllister (PNB 25147). 

Swiss hit 

COMBINED Services skiers 
won individual and team 
events in the Swiss Army 
Ski Championships. 

Two Navy skiers, CpI Steve 
Cotton and Lt Jeff Choat, 
were selected for a three- 
man team to contest the 
event - a 10km cross country 
race and giant slalom. 

All finished in the top ten 
in the cross country, and 
with Lt Choat winning the 
aiant slalom, he finished 
fourth overall, with Cotton 
fifth. The team won the 
slalom against tough oppo¬ 
sition including Austria and 
the USA. 

Pre-season win 

THE NAVY rugby league team 
beat the Civil Service 24-0 in a 
pre-season match. 

The sailors applied pressure 
from the start, making fine 
angled runs, and were 16-0 up 
at half time. 

Up the wall 

THE RN and RM Indoor 
Climbing Championships 
are to be held at the end of 
the month. Details are avail¬ 
able from Lt Mick Cooke at 
RNAS Yeovilton ext 6027. 


Welsh side beats Services 


TRAINING sessions proved eostly to the Combined 
Services Under 21 rugby team when they took on a 
Welsh district XV. 

A collision on the pitch at RAF St Athan put one 
player out with a fractured rib. and another followed 
on the morning of the mateh with a twisted knee. 

The Combined Services U2ls had the benefit of a 
strong wind in the first half at Llanlwit Fardre RFC. 
Pontypridd, and the initial pace was frantic, with both 
sides struggling to master the conditions. 

The Services drew first blood with a try when the 
Welsh made a handling error, but the District eame 
back strongly, scoring a try from a tapped penalty. 

The half ended with intense pressure from the 
Services, but despite the wind at their backs, AEM 
Dave Pascoe at scrum-half was shackled by his oppo¬ 
nent and found it difficult to release his backs. 

The second half saw Mne Ben Mardle take over at 
fly-half, but the pressure was now eoming from the 


home side, and they made it count with a converted try 
from a line-out. 

The CS front row. including OM(C) Liam 
OLoughlan. were fighting hard to maintain a firm 
platform, but forays into the Welsh 22 usually resulted 
in the ball turning over in the tackle. A fine break 
down the left was finally swung out for the right winger 
to score, but staunch defence by the Services was 
undone by handling mistakes, and a turnover ball 
ended with the Welsh scrum half dropping a goal. 

A brave CS attempt to run the ball from defence 
ended in a five-metre scrum, and the Welsh again 
crashed over to finish the scoring at 24-12. 

CS Man of the Match was openside flanker and 
inspiring skipper MID Matt Parker, and CS U2I 
colours were awarded to AEM Mike Slater. AEM 
Dive Paso* ()\1i( ) I I.IMI < n Oiidil.m. AIM John 
Court and MID Matt Parker. 


A CLOSE finish in the latest leg of the Transglobe 98 Inter- 
Service round-the-world yacht race saw the Navy finish 
behind the RAF and Army, subject to confirmation. 

Navy yacht Adventure (pictured) had taken an unusual 
route south, gambling on catching more predictable trade 
winds, and at one point led by several hundred miles. 

But all three yachts bunched in the final hours of the 
5,000-mile third lea from Hawaii to Hong Kong, and the time 
between first and last was only an hour and a half. 

There are still places aboard Adventure for some remain¬ 
ing legs. The personal contribution is around £400. 

The race, via Singapore, South Africa, Argentina and 
Trinidad, is due to finish on December 31 at Greenwich. 

Up-to-date information on the race is available on the race 
website at www.transglobe.org.uk 
_ 


WEEKENDS of intensive 
iraining paid »»tt in terms <>t 
Navy ncthall performance - 
imt the squad still (ailed to win 
a game at the Inter-Services. 

'I*hc Navy- women, with five new 
members, played a strong defen¬ 
sive game, and the first quarter 
score was only 7-5 to the RAF. A 
win was a distinct possibility. 

But greater experience, and a 
tactical chance, put the RAF into 
an unbeatable lead fhe final 
score of 44-19 did not reflect a 
came of high standards, with the 
RN giving possibly its best Inter- 
Services performance for years. 

The Army piled on the pressure 
in the next came, taking a 15-6 
lead, and with LWSA Michelle 
Spear going off injured the Army - 
who took the title for the first time 
in 13 vears won 56-28 
Lt Liz Whiting and POWOM 
Pippa Dredge have been selected 
tor the Combined Service ! squad 
The Navy is recruiting new play¬ 
ers; contact RNWSO (9380 23958) 
or Lt Pam Fisher (9352 30731). 

Forthcoming events include 
Pontin’s Tournament (May 21-23), 
and the learn is organising fund- 
raising events for a tour to 
Australia in October, including a 
disco/BBO at Centurion in July, 
l or non detail contact LWWIk 
Wendy Boult on 93844 2124. 


Runners prove 
their pedigree 


THE END of the cross 
country season saw Navy 
athletes take to the roads, 
setting some impressive 
times and performances, 
writes Lt Graeme Riley. 

The Fleet Half Marathon, 
incorporating the Inter- 
Services Half Marathon 
Championships, gave Naval 
endurance runners the 
chance to demonstrate that 
their second place at the 
Inter-Services cross country 
was no fluke - and they did 
not disappoint, producing 
two champions and a runner- 
up. 

CpI Mark Croasdale (RM 
Chivenor) turned the 
tables on Army champion 
CpI Andy Arrand. putting 
nearly a minute between 
himself and Arrand to win 
the Inter-Service duel in 
67m 27sec. 

Backed by a strong team, 
Mark led the RN to another 
second in the Inter-Service 
competition behind the Army. 

CpI Mark Goodridge (RM 
School of Music) made up for 
a disappointing finish to the 
cross country season with 
one of his best runs, finish¬ 
ing 8th overall (5th Inter- 
Service), just ahead of Sgt 
Chris Cook (CTCRM) in 11th, 
seventh in the military race. 

Following a year dogged 
by injury, Lt Steve Gough 
(HMS Collingwood) followed 
his cross country bronze 
with another Inter-Service 
medal - this time gold. 


Building up to the London 
Marathon. Steve had a confi¬ 
dence-building win in the Vet 
40 category in the overall 
race and the Service event. 

POWTR Lindsey Gannon 
(Northwood) had an excellent 
run in the women s race to 
finish 9th overall and second 
Servicewoman, although the 
women's team finished third. 

WO Steve Payne (40 Cdo 
RM) managed an excellent 
fourth place in the Plymouth 
Hoe 10, pressed hard by WO 
Terry Pares and Sgt Chris 
Cook (CTCRM), who finished 
fifth and eighth respectively. 

WO Payne, by now full of 
confidence, put in a good 
performance at the Teign- 
bridge 10, which incorporat¬ 
ed the Devon 10 mile 
Championships. 

Surging to the front, he 
held on to the lead until 
seven miles, when he was 
caught and passed. 

Steve dug in however, and 
while he couldn't hold on to 
the winner he held on to sec¬ 
ond place (first veteran). 

CRS Taff John (North- 
wood) finished fourth in the 
Worthing 20. 

At the Easter Bunny 10k in 
Yeovil, LCK George Roper 
set a hot pace but was 
passed by the eventual win¬ 
ner at four kilometres. 

However, George stuck to 
his own race to finish sec¬ 
ond, ahead of POWTR Paul 
Levick (HMS Heron), both 
runners recording personal 
bests - Paul by 27 seconds. 


Strong showing 
by netball team 


• In unison - the RN and RM men ’s crew. 


Picture courtesy ot JET Photographic Cambridge 


programmes which will keep them corrang back for more 


Sound start for rowing squad 


MEN and women of the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines rowing 
squad had a good start to the sea¬ 
son in the prestigious Head races 
on the River Thames. 

The RN entered a women’s 
team for the first time, and they 
came 118th out of 250 crews, beat¬ 


ing the Police squad - the Army 
and RAF' had not entered. 

The men managed 101st out of 
390 crews, soundly hearing the 
RAF' and Army by more than 20 
seconds to win the Forces Trophy. 

Both squads will be training and 
competing over the summer, key 
events being the Naval Air 


Command Regatta. Sherborne 
(May 22). the Joint Services 
Regatta at Peterborough (June 13) 
and Henley (June 30 - July 4). as 
well as a training camp for all stan¬ 
dards (including beginners) at 
I ton (June l-l 1). 

For more details contact Lt Rob 
Carr on 9352 35565. 


Make the right choice for your members and help them reach their peak. 

For more information, call Ann Hill (England) on 0121 561 2771 
or Claes Svensson (Scotland) on 01360 550325. 

Tel: 0121 561 2771 Fax: 0121 561 2032 emad VersaOsales99 freeserve co uk 
Versaclimber. Gnffm Industrial Estate. Unit 10 Penncncket Lane. Rowley Regis, 
West Midlands. B65 0SN 
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of our Alliance' 


Kick-off for UK 
Joint Rapid 
Reaction Force 


New Sandown 
ship launched 

LATEST of the Sandown-class of 
minchuntcrs. I IMS Bangor, has 
been launched at Vosper 
Thomycroffs Woolston yard. 

She was sent down the slipway 
by Mrs Lisa Spencer, wife of the 
Controller of the Navy. Rear 
Admiral Peter Spencer. Bangor is 
the fourth of a batch of seven 
ordered in 1994. and is due to 
enter service in 2001. 

Women join 
Aussie subs 

THE FIRST women sub¬ 
mariners of the Royal 
Australian Navy were join¬ 
ing their boats this month. 
The diesel-electric vessels 
HMA submarines Collins 
and Farncomb were each 
receiving six women crew 
members. 


THE JOINT Rapid Reaction 
Force, envisaged in last year’s 
Strategic Defence Review, was 
formed on April 1. 

The new formation builds on the 
Joint Rapid Deployment Force 
concept to provide a pool of highly 
capable, high-readiness units 
across a broad military spectrum. 

It will have the necessary self- 
protection. tactical mobility and 
Bmpomer needed Hot non inten 
sive combat operations, and will be 
able to deplov at short notice. The 
JRRF will be fullv formed by 
October 2001. 

Among the changes planned is 
an expanded Joint Force HO at 
Northwood with its own Signals 


Squadron to enable it to command 
simultaneous operations, and an 
extension of the authority of the 
Chief of Joint Operations with 
appointment of a new. two-star 
post to assist him. 

Service for 
Adml Pillar 

A SERVICE of thanksgiving for 
the life and work of Admiral Sir 
William Pillar will be held at Bath 
Abbey at LOO on JwIn 19- 
Application for tickets should be 
made no later than May 31 to 
Naval Personnel Secretariat 2B3. 
Room 222. Victory Building, 
HMNB Portsmouth. POI 3LS. 


FOR THE first time a war¬ 
ship has been named 
after Winston Churchill. 
The USS Winston S. 
Churchill is also the first 
United States warship to 
be named after a British 
politician and only the 
fourth to be named after 
any Briton. 

Defence Secretary George 
Robertson and his US counter¬ 
part. William Cohen, were pre¬ 
sent .it the Maine shipyard to 
see the destroyer launched by 
Lady Soamcs. Sir Winston’s 
only surviving child. 

Also there were the First Sea 
Lord. Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, 
and the US Secretary of the Navy, 
Richard Dan/ig. 

The naming of the Arleigh 
Burke-class guided missile 
destroyer has been planned 
since President Clinton 
announced it in the House of 
Commons during his visit in 
November 1995. 

The three other US Navy ships 
named after British figures from 
history .ire the ISS Allred, .in 
armed merchantman named after 
King Alfred; the USS Raleigh, a 
frigate; and the USS Effingham 
named after the third Earl of 
Effingham who resigned his com¬ 
mission rather than fight the 
Americans during the War of 
Independence. 

A four-stack British destroyer - 
received from America under 
I.end-1 .case in the Second World 
War - was also named Churchill, 
but officially she was not named 
after Britain's Prime Minister but 
after a community name shared by 
Britain and the United States. She 


was transferred to Soviet service in 
July 1944 and was sunk by a U-boat 
in the Arctic. 

Speaking at the launch. Mr 
Robertson emphasised the 
strength of Britain's alliance with 
America which, he said, remained 


white and blue streamers. 


vital to freedom and democracy. 

“The crisis in Kosovo has 
demonstrated once again the need 
for nations to stand together 
against those who continue to 
deride the principles that we hold 
dear.” he said. 


Picture POiPHOT) Jan Braytey 


LUSTRIOUS CLEARS HER DECKS FOR ACTION 


WITH HER decks cleared for action, HMS 
Illustrious conducts pre-washing during 
post-refit trials off the South Coast. 

This picture by POfPHOT) Dizzy De Silva 
clearly shows her enlarged flight deck area 
which can cater for a greater number of 
embarked aircraft as a result of the removal of 
her Sea Dart missile system. The ship's bow is 


now dominated by a Goalkeeper air defence 
weapon. 

Illustrious is due to become operational by 
the summer and ready, if necessary, to relieve 
HMS Invincible off Kosovo. 

During her trials she operated with a Merlin 
helicopter of 700M Naval Air Squadron, the air¬ 
craft trials unit based at RN air station 
Culdrose. 


the 


USS Churchill's 
launch ’shows 


Cattistock back after 
year-long repairs 


WITH a 12-month repair pro¬ 
gramme complete after a seri¬ 
ous engine room fire. HMS 
Cattistock has returned to her 
Portsmouth base. 

The repairs were made by 
Babcock Rosyth Defence Etd. and 
the nunc hunter has been accepted 

beck into the Fleet foUosvieg 



weapon trials. Under her 
Commanding Officer. Lt Will 
Warrender. she visited Falmouth, 
and was returning to her duties 
after operational sea training. In 
the summer she is due to visit 
Liverpool for the Mersey River 

I <. Sll\.ll 

Meanwhile, Fishery pro¬ 
tection vessel HMS Orkney 
will decommission for sale 
at Portsmouth on May 27. 

The oldest of a class of six ves¬ 
sels remaining in Royal Navy ser¬ 
vice, Orkney was commissioned 22 
years ago. 

A sister-ship. HMS Jersey, was 
taken **111 ol service m 19 m and 
sold to the Bangladesh Navy where 
she is still in use as a training ship, 
the Shahecd Ruhul Amin. 


Paul’s formula helps 
subs under the ice 


AN INGENIOUS mathematical formula 
devised by a leading hand has made it 
far easier and safer for submarines to 
navigate under the ice. 

LOM(SM) Paul Batten has been awarded 
£150 for producing the most innovative sug¬ 
gestion under the Ministry of Defence's 
GEMS scheme. 

Paul s formula now enables the depth of 
an ice keel to be calculated from its shadow 
and other data from the side-scanning sys¬ 
tem of submarines’ under-ice navigation 
sonar - something that could not be done 
before. 

The suggestion will be employed mainly 
by submarines operating under the Polar ice 


cap, and it will also save considerable time 
in accurate mapping of the underside of the 
ice cap. 

A spokesman for the scheme said the 
only reason Paul s prize was not larger was 
that under the rules bigger monetary prizes 
had to be related directly to savings. 

Also among the 2,000 suggestions 
received under the GEMS scheme over the 
past year is one by Lt Cdr John Crawford RN 
(retd) for conversion in a US ship of a firing 
system for Mk 24 torpedoes, allowing 
greater flexibility in the use of trial assets. 

The awards were presented at a ceremony 
held at the Ministry of Defence in London on 
April 22. 

■ GEMS scheme wins praise - page 13. 
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New initiative 
over equal 
opportunities 

A Niw ( orporate Equal 
Opportunities Framework for the 
Armed Senrioes h.is been intro¬ 
duced as the latest initiative to 
ensure racial and gender equality 
in the Forces. 

Announced by Defence 
Secretary George Robertson, the 
step is designed to build on the 
equal opportunities work by each 
of the three Services. It will pro¬ 
vide a tri-Scrvicc strategy which 
has a specific goal and a set of 
common principles. 

Police open day 

MINISTRY of Defence Police are 
holding an open day at the Victory 
Arena Naval sports ground in 
Portsmouth on July 28. 
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Royal Tournament 



• Favourite colours - the greens of the Fleet Air Arm. the blues of Portsmouth and 
the reds of Devonport sweat it out in a gruelling training schedule to reach their 
peak in the show-stopping Field Gun competition in the Royal Tournament. 


Last chance 
to see historic 
extravaganza 


T HIS YEAR'S Royal Tournament will 
he the last. Press speculation that 
1999 will see the end of an event that 
began almost 120 years ago has been eon- 
firmed by a Joint Service Defence Council 
Instruction. 

The DCI, issued by the Deputy Director of 
Personal Services (Army), also announces that 
this year's grand finale for the event will not. as 
in previous shows, be led by one Service, hut will 
be equally tri-Service throughout. This year 
would have been the Navy's turn to take the lead 
under the normal rota system. 

The end of the Royal Tournament will also see 
the demise of its most enduring display - the 
Field Gun runs in which crews of RN ratings 
from Portsmouth, Devonport and Fleet Air Arm 
commands compete for coveted awards. 

Roots of the Royal Tournament can he traced 
to 1880 when the Army's Grand Military 
Tournament and Assault at Arms opened at the 
Agricultural Hall, Islington. The first true dis¬ 
play - a musical ride by the Life Guards - was 
introduced into the 1882 event, and two years 
later Queen Victoria gave permission for the 
Royal prefix to he added to the show’s title. 

The Royal Navy first took part in 1887, though 
it was eight more years before the event was reti¬ 
tled the Royal Naval and Military Tournament, 
moving from Islington to Olympia in the follow¬ 
ing year. 

The first Field Gun run - a competitive re¬ 
enactment of the Navy's overland movement of 
guns in the Boer War - made its tournament 


debut in 1907. 

The speed with which the one-ton guns and 
their carriages are dismantled, manoeuvred over 
a testing obstacle course, reassembled and fired 
has thrilled audiences for most of this century. 

What makes the daily feat all the more 
remarkable is that the three, 18-man volunteer 
ciews from ;tii branches »>i the Service are 
given less than three months to train. 

After a break during World War I, the tourna¬ 
ment reappeared in 1919 and included the newly 
created RAF. The following year it adopted its 
present title. 

Again, war forced the cancellation of the 
annual event from 1940 until 1947 - when it was 
revived to increased public interest, the greater 
demand for tickets resulting in its relocation to 
the present venue at Earls Court. 

Tnis year’s final show will run from July 20 to 
August 2, with two daily performances at 2.00- 
4.4$ and 7.30-10.15. There will be no perfor¬ 
mances on Sunday evenings and Monday after¬ 
noons. 

As well as the Field Gun Run, Naval contri¬ 
butions will include a dramatic Royal Marines 
display involving Rigid Raiders, and RN simula¬ 
tors among the static, interactive stands 

■ Ticket prices range from £6 to £20, with 
discounts for children, senior citizens and 
members of the Armed Forces. They can be 
booked through The Royal Tournament Box 
Office, Earls Court Exhibition Centre, 
Warwick Road, London SW5 9TA, tel. 0171 
244 0244 for the credit card hotline, Monday 
to Friday 9am to 6pm and Saturday 10am to 
2pm. 


MAGELLAN 

315 MENTOR 



MILITARY GPS 
RECEIVER FULLY 
WATERPROOF 
FOR NAVAL OPS 

WORLD WIDE 
GRIDS AND 
DATUMS 

0SGB AND MGRS 
COMPATIBLE 

P/C DOWNLOAD 
AND UPLOAD 

EVER READY 
CASE 

OPTIONAL MILS 
DISPLAY 


For more information write, fax or call: 

M.S.I. Ltd, HOUSTON MILL, EAST LINTON, UK EH40 3DG 
Tel: 0044 (0) 1620 861734 - Fax: 0044 (0) 1620 861735 
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at the West Country's best aviation attraction 
EJ0IOTSyBE%Wciting development of 

•jjsxiWJAKa sk/iijs jjav/ 

Step back in time... fotiou the paths of the 
people, ships and aircraft that made history * 
'Fly aboard* oar Aircraft carrier see how 
sailors tire* eat ami work at $ea~. 
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& 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
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Pax: 01*43 372206 
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^ NEW VIDEO ABCAOe 


FLEET AIR ARM 
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'Scrap-iron' carrii 


T HE OPENING months of the 
Boer W;ir of 1899-1902 brought 
many disasiors to the British 
Army. 

White the Army’s reputation suffered, 
the Navy’s reputation soared. Muck*, the 
nation's handyman, could do no wrong. 

The Army had found 11 necessary toctl urgent' 
tv for the Navy's assistance when its guns were 
fmuul to be tHU-classed hy those of the liters. 

At the outbreak of wai flic most effective gvn$ 
available to the Royal Field Artillery were IS* 
pounder IIL guns, h would be several weeks 
before the siege tram with its 5iu guns and bin 
howittets could arrive. 

The Boers, however, had over itic years 
acquired 155mm C’reusots (Lmg fbim). rnasi 
mum range I LllrtOydv and 75mm Krvpp OF 
guns, maximum range 4.4ikhdv 

l ire Army's 15-pounder had a maximum 
range of bJlilOyds. thus they were heavily out¬ 
gunned. 

Fortunately for the British Empire the Royal 
Navy's latest and mmt powerful armoured cruis¬ 
er, f I MS Terrible -commanded by C’apl Percy 
Scott, the Navy's foremost gunnery expert - 
received a signal ordering her to proceed to 
South Africa where she would be joined by her 
sister ship. HMS Powerful. 

On October 11 as Scott's ship was two days 
out of Simonsiown, Boers from the Orange Free 
State and the Transvaal began to pour over the 
borders into Natal. The second Boer War had 
begun. 

C'upt Scott, concerned as ever about gunnery, 
learned that Tcrrihle's long 12-pounders - car¬ 
ried for use against torpedo boats - could equal 
anything in use by the Army or the Boers, 
Removing one of the guns from its mounting. 
ScoM went ashore and purchased a pair of 
wheels and an axle-tree that normally carried a 
familiar Cape wagon, 

On his return he set to work his armourers Lin 
the production of a field gun carriage to his 
design 

Iwenty-four hours later the job was complcl- 


By Lt Cdr Brian Witts, 
Museum, HMS Excellent 

ed - "I had great difficulty in convincing the 
authorities that it was not a toy ... the mounting 
looked rather amateurish/' 

Nevertheless, ‘amateurish' or not, another 
three guns were quickly prepared to the same 
pattern. 

On October 25 Percy Scott teamed that the 
lights of Kimberley, by now under siege hy the 
Boers, could be seen from where the British 
troops were camped. 

It must follow, he reasoned, that the defend¬ 
ers of Kimberley should be able to see a strong 
light directed at them from the British positions 

He immediately contacted Admiral Kir 
Robert Harris. ( ommander-m-Thief, ( ape 
Station, with an offer to mount one of Terrible s 
searchlights on a railway truck to be sent to the 
I rout and used as a means of setting up commu¬ 
nications with the beleaguered town. 

The Admiral agreed and, almost rn passing, 
mentioned to Scott that General Sir George 
White, defending the town of Ladysmith, had 
sent him a signal requesting ' gun tiring heavy 
projectiles at tong ranges." 

The obvious answer was the Naval 
4.7m, but both the Army and the 
Admiral s own staff had assured him 
that such guns could not be mounted 
for shore use. Scott assured him differ¬ 
ently. 

He offered to have two 4.7m guns mounted 
for land use by laic afternoon the following day. 

Having gained the Admiral's permission to 
rocced, Scott returned tin board and drew up 
is design. 

He decided that the mounting should consist 
of four baulks of timber secured in (he shape of 
a cron with the gun mounted m the centre. 

Its simple design enabled the mounting to be 
broken down and reassembled with ease, thus 
giving the gun a degree o! mobility that was to 
prove a great asset when they were used. 



At 5 o’clock on the follow ing dux 11 MS 
Powerful set sail for Durban carrying Terrible’s 
four 12-pounders on tbeir wagon wheels ami 
two 4.7in guns mounted for use ashore. 

Upon their arrival Powerful's Naval Brigade, 
under the command of their Captain, the 
Honourable Hcdworth t ambuin, set out hir 
Ladysmith. 

The railway was used for most of the journey, 
but where the track could not go oxen were used 
to haul the guns - and where the oxen failed the 
sailors themselves dragged the guns into dongas, 
up kopjes, and over streams. 

They arrived in Ladysmith "in the nick of 
lime”/ Forty-eight hours later the Boers encir¬ 
cled the town and the 119-day siege had begun. 

Almirsl as soon as they arrived the Naval guns 
were in action against the bin Long Toms which 
the Boers had positioned on Fepworth Hill. 

ITte enemy was forced to withdraw, but not 
before an early tragedy had struck the Naval 
Brigade 

& Tgerton RN, the Powerful's gunnery offi¬ 
cer. lay dying, his legs shattered by a Boer shell 
"This will put a skip to my cricket, Em afraid” 

As the siege progressed HMS Terrible was 
ordered to Durban where ( apt Scott was to 




THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

BY THE NAVY - FOR THE NAVY 


The RNBT was established in 1922 to give help, in cases of need, to those 


who are serving or have served as ratings in the Royal Navy or other ranks 


in the Royal Marines and their dependants - the 'RNBT Family'. 



The RNBT meets this objective by providing: 

• Financial grants to meet a wide range of individual needs. 

• A residential and nursing home for the elderly - Pembroke house 

• Regular income supplements for the elderly. 

• Assistance to other organisations supporting the RNBT Family'. 

• Advice on welfare matters. 


Headquarters 


The Royal Naval Benevolent trust 
31? Twyford Avenue, 

Portsmouth, P02 8PF 


01705 690112 (Administration} 

0170S 660296 & 725841 (Grants) 
01705 660852 (Fax) 


Pembroke House 


01634 852431 (Administration) 
01634 281709 (Fax) 


The Royal Naval Benevolent trust, 
Pembroke House, f 1 Oxford Road, 
Gillingham, Kent, Ml'7 48 5 
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WE HAVE JUST NEGOTIATED OUR 1999 RATES 
WITH ALL THE MAIN FERRY OPERATORS - 


SERVICES 

TRAVEL 


SPECIAL RATES FOR THE SHORT CROSSING H0UTES 

DOVER - CALAIS : DOVER - OSTEND 
FOLKSTONE - BOULOGNE : NEWHAVEN - DIEPPE 


CENTRE 


WITH 


HOVERSPEED: EUROTUNNEL: P&O STENA: SEAFRANCE 



Building 271 
RAF Brampton 
HUNTINGDON 
Cambs 
PEI 8 8QL 

Tel: 01480 436655 
Fax: 01480 436653 

E-mail 

travel@stc.clara.net 


Website 

www.stc.dara.net 



DISCOUNTED PRICES ON MOST OTHER ROUTES WITH 

P&O EUROPEAN : P&O NORTH SEA FERRIES : STENA LINE 
BRITTANY FERRIES : SCANDINAVIAN SEAWAYS 


ALSO CALL FOR COMPETITIVE FLIGHTS TO USA & CANADA 


(Registered charity No. 206243) 


ABTA, IATA & ATOL 
LICENSED 
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ages save the day 


Terrible *$ gun crews marched ink* Ladysmith to 
relieve l heir etrfleague* from Powerful. 

A grateful nation went wild with joy at the 
news, and the parts played by the Rt*yal Navy's 
guns earned a permanent and glittering role in 
the Empire's story . 

The great Queen herself telegraphed: "Pray 
express my deep appreciation to the Naval 
Brigade for the valuable services they have ren¬ 
dered with thdr gunv" 

Sir Arthur Conan IXrvfc wrote ecstatically of 
*\„lhe long, thin 4,7s and the hearty bearded 
men who worked (hem " 

The Na\\ and Anns Hluu ruled trumpeted 
“None but sailors could handle such ponderous 
toys with such ease and freedom*, and the citi¬ 
zens of Simon stow n told Capi It cd worth 
laimNort and his crew that they wished “to 
record our admiration of the very conspicuous 
part you have performed in so gallantly and 
worthily upholding the Isest I radii ii ms of the 
British Navy and in maintaining the supremacy 
of our Queen and Empire.” 

Kudyatd Kipling dipped his pen to write that 
the sailors had “trundled their way to heaven to 
the tune of the four point seven." 

Some weeks after the relief of l^tdysmiih the 
two great ships sailed, 

I IMS Terrible continued on her way to China 
where where the four 12-pounders originally 
mounted by Cap! Scott took part in the raising 
of yet another siege - this lime liking. 

I IMS Powerful relumed home to a rapturous 
welcome. The ship's company paraded through 
l .omlon and marched through packed, flag-wav¬ 
ing* cheering crowds. 

As they passed the Royal Exchange “sober - 
sided men of business lost their self-control and 
hurled their hats into the air after the manner of 
schoofcoysJ 

But the greatest accolatlc was yet to came. 

As the sailors were inspected on Horse 
Ciuards Parade by the Prince of Wales the great 
man reached forward and sln>ok the hand of one 
of the gun crew, “an honour in all probability 
never been paid to any Naval gunner before." 


• By land and sea - a Naval Brigade 4. Tin gun from HMS Terrible shelling Boer tines. 


,i smi me the duties of Military Commandant. 

In addition to being responsible for the 
defence of the town* he also applied his mind to 
preparing more guns for use against the enemy 
and. in particular* for uw in relieving Ladysmith 
Before be had left Simons town he had visited 
the dockyard blacksmith s shop where he had 
drawn a design on the floor in chalk of a mobile 
carriage for 4.7in guns. 

Although he could only use the materials that 
were immediately at hand, the gun-carriage was 
it great success (the sailors nick named it the 
“scrap-iron carriage,") 

At Durban more carriages were built and 
4.7m guns mounted. By the end of the campaign 
a total of 41 guns were mounted on Scott’s 
designs - including one on a railway truck and 
test-fired by l ady Randolph C hurchill 

To keep his sailors fit Scott sent them on 
forced marches, taking their guns w ith them. 

Of one such march Scott r ecor d*: "I wired to 
Cdr Limpus - ‘Take a 4.7in gun without oxen to 
Umgcni (6.5 miles), fire a round, report time of 
leaving and time of return,' 

“In five minutes I got a reply - "Have left* - 
and lour hours later I rode out to meet them 
returning* 


“They were almost hack at their camp, and 
coming up a hill. 1 have never seen a liner sight. 

■ The ldti men were marching magnificently* 
nulling for all they were worth. Everything they 
nud on was sweated through. 

“When they saw me they bndtv into double 
time, and f’dr Limpus* watch in hand, said: *We 
shall Jo it in four ami a half hours*" and (hey did." 

Eventually two 4 Jin guns and lb 12-pounders 
complete with their crews were taken by 
General Buller on his way to relieve Ladysmith. 

f In December 15 t he guns were used to great 
effect during the Battle of Cotcnso where 'they 
succeeded in silencing every one of the enemy’s 
guns they eould locate*, and January 16, 1^00* 
saw them in action at Spine Kop. 

tn February General Butler asked Scott for a 
6tn gun to be mounted on a carriage - “I want it 
Monday*" Scott replied "bin gun cm mobile 
mounting wilt leave here on Sunday night." 

The gun required 200 men to haul it to the 
beach for test firing* and to drag it to the railway. 
Within days it was firing from a range of 
IhJNMJyds at Boer positions at Cofenso, 

It had been given the nickname Roma after 
Percy Scoffs wife. 

The great day came on March 3, 1900. 



• Gun crew - one of HMS Powerful s 4. Tin guns 
as the crew prepare to inspan the oxen * 



Province Of Natal Hotel 

5* Groenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 


6th OF MAY 1999 

50 th ANNIVERSARY of the HOTEL 

The hotel was a gift after World War 2 
Its purpose is to provide holidays and short 
breaks for all serving and ex-serving RN. RM, 
WRNS* or QARNNS personnel and their 
reservists* families and close relatives* 

❖ 50 yards from the beach* 
safe swimming and fine sands* 

•> Half a mile from the shops and station* 
❖ AH rooms en-suite with tea and coffee 
facilities and colour TV. 

❖ Lift to all floors *> Residents bar 

<* Children and pets welcome* 

*> Double* Twin and family rooms available 

❖ We cater for small ships reunions. 

Group booking discount* avsilnblr 
For more information Tel: 01.105 7841 OS Fax 770575 
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The Marine Society 



lifelong support for all seafarers since 1756 


202 Lambeth Road 
London sei 7 JW 

tel 0171 2619535 
fax 0171 401 2537 
eeQ@marine-sodety.org.uk 


Patron Her Majesty The Queen 
registered charity number jj jot3 


3 <£ 


including ... 

★ video loan and book purchase facility 
for serving and former seafarers 
offering big discounts on all titles 

+ quarterly magazine with the news 
and views you'll want to read 

★ millennium competition with 
valuable prizes for literary, 
humorous and artistic works 

★ College of the Sea, recognized under 
the Forces Distance Learning Scheme, 
with 60 years experience of tuition in 
English and Maths to GCSE/A Level 

- 


Please tell me more about The Marine Society ... 
name_ rank/rate_ 


address. 


postcode 


I’m especially interested in 




www.marine-society.org.uk 


Save up to £25 
on RAC membership 

• Cover as a driver or passenger in any vehicle 

• 4 out of 5 breakdowns repaired on the spot 

• Roadside repairs completed in an average 
of just 22 Vb minutes 

Join now 

Navy News readers 
can save up to £25 

0800 581 077 

Please quote reference GE0008 
Offer also available to 
existing RAC Members 
- call 0990 722 722 




Thsa oftof car mot be usk! *t confimCStJin wtft arty orfw RAC otter D&QGurAs only apply to certain service levels Prices ncfcjd* 
tisunanoe tax Ji the standard rate on VAT emewnpt insurance and fomng tee if appfacabto. A* duxafta correct at the trw at 

pubtetiun Ft* frumtierShO Ctetats m RAC Terms at Memtoershf? 
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MINUTES 
PER MONTH 

until 31st December 1999 


flights for two 
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RUNNING COSTS 
from as little as Ip per minute 


Uoe rental L14J9 plus VAT ( ~ 117.50). 
Initial charge nil. 
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FREE THEFT 
PROTECTION 

The ONLY mobile phone company 
in the UK to offer you this! 


Bosch GSM Com 608 features: 

• Caller identification • Call w.itting 

• SMS and data • 70 hours standby 

• 1U) minwtr-s talktime • Weighs only 171g 

• 29 ring tones • Rawer vising options 

• Dimensions 1 id x 51 x 21mm ^ 

• Rapid c harger .is standard 

• Mattery and signal meters 

• 99 number memory 

IMMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL 1 
ROAMING 

Vubyrtl lo requrtl by wtwrpn and at thr dntrrlion ol 


ALREADY CONNECTED? 

Ihmk\ lo thr Nundir* nx l d dh Shnnr yoo < an Ukr 
atKaoCur ol our UflniK iwiUir and Hd brrp 
rvMryt numbrt |mtudmp ( rind} 


National Telecom 


NAVY TELECOM SCHEME 

01942 727222 


S3?5 d* 

to»fwrmV\‘ 

lor launrvT 


Quote reference H.P.2 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


l«M tor 
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lmi tori 
I ml tw f rrrdum 
I ml tor Itumr-v 


(Ml Subyrct In VUMia and 


CHtort Oftrmmbyret torftanpr 
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Now and 
then 

ALMOST 50 years separate 
the taking of the two pic¬ 
tures above - but the much¬ 
loved formula of the Royal 
Tournament spanned the 
gulf of time. 

Equipment changed, tech¬ 
nology added to the specta¬ 
cle, and the roles and tasks 
of the Armed Forces have 
altered over the decades. 

But the common thread - 
the talent, resourcefulness 
and courage of the men and 
women of the Royal Navy, 
the Army and the Royal Air 
Force, is as strong an attrac¬ 
tion as it ever was. 

From Islington to Earls 
Court, via two World Wars - 
this is your last chance to 
sample the special atmos¬ 
phere of the Tournament. 


Beating Retreat 

By the Massed Bands of Her Majesty’s jjjj^ 

navt Royal Marines 

-HORSE GUARDS PARADE WHITEHALL LONDON- 

8 9 10 June 1999 at 6.15pm 


Ticket Price* 

£7 a £10 


Apply To. 
Heating Retreat Office 
RM Curpa Secretariat 
^ I IMS P urilrnt 
Whale (aland 
1 Port«nx»uJfi 
i P02 HER 


01705 5-* 203 
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